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Submitted By: Austin White 
Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com 

 

In our typical church calendar, the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
and continues through the 40 days before Easter. Many Christians recognize Lent 
as the time of year when you give something up. Little did we know in February of 
2020, Lent would not come to an end when we reached Easter. Lent seems to 
have continued for the past year because we have not stopped making sacrifices. 
We have given up time with friends and family. We have given up restaurants and 
bowling alleys. We have given up the comfort and freedom of an uncovered face. 
We have given up the opportunities and stability of a life we may have once taken 
for granted. 
 

In Lent of 2021, we will still be making some of the same sacrifices as the previous 
year, but in the midst of the darkness, Christ’s light will shine brightly. In the midst 
of death and sorrow, there is the joy of new life! Our perspective as Christians is 
everything. We will be tempted to stare at the darkness and be discouraged, but if 
we never lift our heads, we will miss the beauty of life before us. As spring arrives, 
we will find ourselves staring once again at the stark contrast between death and 
life. The juxtaposition of a virus existing alongside of new growth, and suffering 
existing alongside the beauty of life. 
 

In the midst of uncertainty, illness, and injustice, we can choose how we respond. 
The challenge I would like to offer you this season is to not only see the evil in this 
world, but to lift up your head and choose to see the love, joy, and beauty of this 
life. Behold, God is making all things new, and the more we give of ourselves, the 
more we will experience the beauty of new life and the joy of living in complete 
surrender to Christ. If you are giving something up for Lent this year, do so with 
the purpose of taking on more of Christ.  
 

As things change rapidly around us, let’s slow down and spend more time with 
Jesus. Lent brings the opportunity to exercise our spiritual disciplines and draw 
near to God in preparation for Easter. Let’s take this time to reflect upon what 
might be hindering our relationship with the Lord and seek God's grace to repair 
what is broken. As we take this time to pause, may our eyes be opened to the new 
life that is found in Christ. May the Holy Spirit renew our passion, fill our hearts 
with joy, and lead us into love so that others might experience the beauty of new 
life in Christ.  
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Facebook: Aldersgate Church York 

Phone: 717-854-4276 
Church Office Hours: 9AM to 5PM 

Days of Operation: Monday - Friday 
 
 
 

To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 
 

~ All Things Renewed Through Christ ~ 

 
What a beautiful and very thoughtful surprise it was when a 
gorgeous poinsettia was delivered to our home. This has 
been such a difficult time, not only because of Tom's illness, 
but the pandemic has made life doubly hard for us right now. 
Just looking at the bright red, blooming plant so full of life 
gives us hope that brighter days are ahead. 
 

A special thanks to the Women in Mission for their continued 
outreach to the Aldersgate family and beyond! 
 

We were so blessed this Christmas season to receive an 
abundance of cards from our Church family. Knowing we are 
being thought of, especially during this "unique" holiday, was 
just so heartwarming. Thank you! 
 

Kim and Tom Craven 

Pastor Dale,  
 

This was so needed right now.  Jim and I loved the 
video.  It was wonderful, inspirational and meaningful.  It 
reinforces what we know about God's love and gives us 
hope knowing he loves everyone and just wants us to love 
one another and love Him back.  Thank you.  
 

Jim and Carol Beveridge  

Thank you Pastor Dale and Austin for the phone calls. It 
helps me to feel connected. 
 

Many thanks to the members of the Church for sending 
bundles of cards and also making phone calls. Thank you 
for being so thoughtful. 
 

Thank you to the Women In Mission for giving me the 
Poinsettia. It was so beautiful. 
 

God Bless and Stay Safe! 
Scoty Whitecamp  

 

Aldersgate Family, 
 

I am very grateful for the lovely flowers, phone calls, 
medical transportation, and Christmas cards with 
meaningful written wishes from my Church Family. They 
were quite an inspiration! Thanks so much! 
 

May God give our Aldersgate Family a great 2021. 
 

With Gratitude, 
Dolores Gifford 

I think the live-streamed services have been great! Thanks 
for all you do! 
 

Sarah Hippensteel 

Dear Women In Mission, 
 

Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia and the 
many cards. I am blessed by my many friends at 
Aldersgate. 
 

Marlasee Douts 
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Dear Women In Mission, 
 

Thank you for the biggest, most beautiful poinsettia 
we have ever seen. Thank you also for so many 
beautiful Christmas cards...from old dear friends 
and new ones. 
 

You certainly knew how to make our Christmas 
bright. You made us feel loved and missed. 
 

It was a real treat to see Jon and Debbie Drenocky, 
when they dropped off our plant. We wish all of you 
a healthy and happy new year! 
 

Sincerely, 
Fred and Susan Drenning 

Dear Aldersgate Church, 
 

I am very appreciative of the generous scholarship given by 
Barbara A. Gale Memorial Fund. Because of the great faith 
foundation I received from my Aldersgate family, I am 
continuing my journey at college. I have found a church at 
WVU that I enjoy attending. I am very thankful for all the 
support and love given to me at Aldersgate UMC. I am 
thankful that the church granted me the scholarship to 
support me with my education. 
 

In Christ, 
Gavin Leib 

Dear friends, 
 

Thank you to all my friends at Aldersgate for the many 
lovely Christmas cards and beautiful Poinsettia. It is so nice 
to be remembered.  
 

May God bless you all with good health in the coming year. 
 

Sincerely, 
Phyllis Koons 

To all our friends and family at Aldersgate Church. We want 
to thank you for all the prayers and to the Women In 
Mission for the beautiful plant Denny and Nancy Good 
delivered to us. It was a wonderful surprise. We truly 
appreciated it. 
 

May we all have a blessed and meaningful Christmas and a 
healthy and happy New Year. 
 

Dick and Bobbie Jacobs 

We hope all is well with the Aldersgate family. We watch 
the services on my iPhone and find them very inspiring. 
Dale, Austin, Vanessa, and other team members, are doing 
a wonderful job. God is certainly working in all of you. We 
miss you all. 
 

In Christ’s love, 
Bob and Peggy Morgan 

My sincere gratitude to my Aldersgate family for 
remembering me in prayer, with cards and calls, and 
especially for several wonderful meals delivered to me after 
I broke my left foot and was hospitalized the following day, 
from a second fall. Being a lone widow with no family 
nearby makes me doubly appreciative of your caring 
hearts. Continue praying for my twin brother, John Fike, Sr. 
at Hanover Hall recovering from a stroke and 
contemplating a much needed knee surgery. 
 

Blessings, 
Vangie Turner 

Thank you Women in Mission for the beautiful 
poinsettia. Also for all the Christmas cards and 
phone calls from my church family. 
 

I really miss being with my church family in worship. 
Better days are ahead. 
 

Dot Baney 

Dear Aldersgate Family (Staff), 
 

I just wanted to take time this holiday season to tell 
all of you what a blessing you have been to myself 
and my family this year! My heart just overflows with 
appreciation to you for all the spiritual leadership 
you’ve given our church, the love you have showed 
us all, and all the time and prayers you’ve spent in 
making sure we are all still connected to God and 
each other. We have missed being at In-Person 
Worship, especially during this Christmas season, 
but we have adapted and are making new memories 
here at home We have been doing an Advent 
devotional called the Long-Awaited One by Pauline 
Williams. This was given to us by Mary Lynn 
Hoffman last year. This daily time has just been so 
precious to me. I also purchased a wreath and 
advent candles so we could light our candles with 
you guys. We are using the readings Lisa Murr 
provided for that time. I just can’t tell you how 
special this Christmas season has been so far! And 
the Contemporary Services have been such a 
blessing. The music has just been heavenly and the 
sermons have spoken to us! I pray that you all are 
feeling as blessed (or maybe more) than we are this 
season. I pray health over you all. We wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas! We can’t wait to be back with 
you more regularly. 
 

With much love and hugs! 
Mike, Michelle, Andrew, Ivy and Faith Latimer 
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Dear Pastor and 
Beloved 

Congregation of 
Aldersgate… 

 

Because of YOU 
the New Year will 
ring in a little 
brighter! Thank 

you so much for your recent gift of $6,090 to purchase 
gift cards for everyone in our Bridge Housing Program 
for Christmas this year. 
 

At this time of year as temperatures begin to drop – and 
with the added challenges of the pandemic - the realities of 

homelessness and housing insecurity can be quite difficult 
and overwhelming. Your faithful and loving support helps, 
empowering Bell Staff to continue connecting with families 
as they transition from homelessness back to independent 
living, making sure they have the essential supports they 
need and safe place to rest while they take the necessary 
steps to get back on their feet. 
 

Thanks again for being in this with us - with them - through 
your show of support. It means a lot! All the best from our 
family to all of yours for a blessed and Happy New Year! 

 
 

Averie Clark, Director of Community Engagement  
(aclark@bellsocialization.com) 

Ella has been named Hope 
in the Saddle’s Therapy 

Horse of the Year – a 
national competition! 

 

We cannot thank you 
enough for the role you 
play in Ella’s care! She 

makes a real difference in 
the lives our of kiddos and 
we could not do it without 

your financial support! 
 

Congratulations to the 
winner of the 2020 Hope in 
the Saddle Therapy Horse 
of the Year contest: Ella, 
from Leg Up Farm! Here's 
her story: “Cinderella’s Glass 
Slippers, aka Ella, has been 
a therapy horse in our 
program since 2012. She is a 
16-year-old Quarter pony 
who loves to jump and go for 
gallops in the field. Ella came to Leg Up Farm as 
she suffers severe allergies that keep her from 
being a show horse. To date, she is our most 
veteran therapy horse, helping individuals with 
special needs and emotional support for almost 
nine years. While Ella can be very sassy and 
opinionated, she is one of our best teachers when it 
comes to riders gaining independence in their riding 
abilities, including learning to canter and jump. But 
what makes Ella a hero is her outstanding ability to 
read her rider and respond in ways that still manage 
to amaze us. A few years ago, Ella was helping one 
of our independent riders come back from some 
serious medical issues, including re-learning to 
walk. As the rider became stronger and gained her 
independence back, she was able to ride Ella at a 
trot without any assistance. On two separate 
occasions, the rider began to have a major seizure 
while sitting on Ella. Both times, Ella remained 
calm, stopped and stood completely still until the 
instructor was able to get to them and dismount the 

rider, moving her to safety. 
This is something that is 
completely opposite to the 
nature of the horse. The fact 
that Ella could read the 
situation and respond in such 
a way is astonishing! In more 
recent times, she has been 
working with an individual 
with autism spectrum 
disorder. While he is verbal, 
his verbal communication is 
limited as well as his means 
of expression. When it 
comes to working with the 
horse, he is capable of 
grooming and tacking with 
minimal assistance. Ella 
gives him the freedom to ride 
almost completely 
independently during his 
session, which he loves! For 
the past few months, he has 

started to learn to post the trot and is even able to 
ride Ella independently when doing so. Sometimes 
he gets very excited when he gets to do this. He will 
vocalize loudly and bounce up and down on her 
back. Ella always remains calm and just continues 
to trot at whatever pace they were already going. In 
just the past few weeks, we have been able to 
introduce the canter. He is able to experience the 
freedom of riding a horse in canter while on the 
lunge line with the instructor. Ella always takes care 
of him and does as he asks. For someone who 
relies on others for everything in his life, the 
independence he gets to experience with Ella 
makes her a hero in our eyes.” As the winning 
therapy horse, Ella—and her human friends—will 
receive a year’s supply of Nutrena feed horse feed, 
a $250 gift card to Tractor Supply Co., and more! 
Thank you to everyone who entered! And thank you 
to Nutrena Feed and Tractor Supply Co. for 
supporting Hope in the Saddle and putting together 
an awesome prize package! 

Submitted By: Jennifer Hitz, Leg Up Farm 
jhitz@legupfarm.org 

(717) 266-9294 or (814) 880-5467 

https://www.facebook.com/nutrena/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVWfzlyW0eO3SdEWKRtsS4V3gtyGzWapnaPQSCF3qs3WU670JLzX-jHf6hTa2Ah6O-HyJ7yNnldtqeLAQ-SoNpvJlBE467DB4MjAK3ddStcaRrmzXwwAyjE8iomnibzmfkX8BseQ4OcBMSfNd6uf2y3&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/TractorSupplyCo/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVWfzlyW0eO3SdEWKRtsS4V3gtyGzWapnaPQSCF3qs3WU670JLzX-jHf6hTa2Ah6O-HyJ7yNnldtqeLAQ-SoNpvJlBE467DB4MjAK3ddStcaRrmzXwwAyjE8iomnibzmfkX8BseQ4OcBMSfNd6uf2y3&__tn__=kK-R
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On Saturday, December 19th, some of the Sunday School 
Teachers accompanied Santa as he visited each member of 
the Special Blessings Sunday School Class. Thanks to Dee 
Grubb for the wonderful hats that were included in Santa’s 
gift. Everyone was excited to see us even though we had to 
all wear our masks and keep socially distant outside. Santa 
sent a video message to each of the students who were not 
available for an in-person visit. A good time was had by all! 
Please stay safe and healthy! 
 

Lisa Fritz followed up to say, “Thank you so much. He came 
inside with a big grin and said, “That was Santa, Mom!” 

Submitted By: Sharon Whitmore 

Sharon.whitmore@gmail.com 
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“Shofar”...SO GOOD! 

2020 Trumpet Sounds of Praise 
 20 people accepted Jesus Christ and reaffirmed their baptism through 

immersion.   

 On-Line Worship Ministry was launched and extremely successful. 

Special gratitude to the Tech Team. 

 Over 20% (almost $200,000) given to local, national and global 

missions. Special gratitude to the congregation, Missions, and Women in 

Missions. 

 Over $30,000 donated to local food banks and emergency shelters. Special gratitude to the congregation. 

 Leadership Team Meetings, Life Groups and Sunday School classes are active through Zoom. Special 

gratitude to Staff, Teachers, Leaders and faithful Participants.. 

 Over 735 viewers connected with Aldersgate Christmas Eve services. Special gratitude to the Worship 

Arts Team. 

 The Longest Night Service was very meaningful and included over 135 viewers. Special gratitude to Judy 

Sterner and our Worship Arts Team. 

 Sounds of Christmas Service was a hit, had over 340 viewers. Special gratitude to David Jones, Vanessa 

Trauger and the Tech Team. CD and DVD reproductions were made available. 

 Racial Justice Team was launched.  Special gratitude to Judy Sterner and the Team. 

 Aldersgate Church Conference launched a new ‘born again’ vision for 2021: “All Things Renewed 

Through Christ”.  Over 150 viewers. 

 Faith Campaign was a complete success! Renovated Fellowship Hall, installed a new roof on the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall, purchased and installed new technology. Thanks to the Trustees, 

volunteers, and the congregation who donated over $230,000. 

 High School and College Graduation Ceremonies were conducted at the individual homes. Special 

gratitude to Miranda Moland. 

 Hoppy began making regular visits to the children at their individual homes.  Special gratitude to Lisa Murr 

and Hoppy. 

 The Blessed Life training and discipling on tithe and offerings was great success. Many disciples are 

jumping into tithing for the first time.  Special gratitude to God for His economy. 

 40 people were visited before Christmas and given a card and poinsettia. Special gratitude to the Women 

in Mission. 

 New outdoor recreational equipment: Gaga Pit, Basket Ball Hoops, Volleyball Nets were 

installed.  Special gratitude to the Staff, K.I.T. Group, Trustees.  

 Many  Preschoolers, and High School and College Students received Scholarships. Special gratitude to 

various scholarship funds. 

 Aldersgate Church is fully staffed for the first time in several years. Each are fully dedicated to their 

calling.  Special gratitude to the SPRC and Finance Team. 

 Unlimited, unending, and ongoing volunteer servants throughout our church family is absolutely 

amazing.  Special gratitude to each and every one of them. 

 Leadership Team includes all the Administrative Teams including the short term BTTB, have been 

absolutely outstanding in communication, following the Holy Spirit, being united in vision. Special gratitude 

to Lay Leadership, Church Conference, and the Ministry Resource Team. 

 All debts are spiritually and financially paid. Thanks to Jesus for the redemption and thanks to Finance 

Team for leading us in good stewardship. 

 Aldersgate Church has a new brand to be released in 2021. Special gratitude to the Rebranding Team for 

their endurance throughout the duration. 
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Kelly and I have been married for 29 years. We have two children, Jenn and 
Tommy. Jenn teaches Spanish at Penn Manor High School and Tommy is a 
Freshman at Lancaster Bible College. 
 

I have been fortunate to work for the same company for over 33 years.  I 
moved to York in 1987 to work for York International Corporation. We 
became part of Johnson Controls in 2005.  I have been blessed to work with 
great people and I continue to enjoy the work.   
 

Most of our extracurricular activities have been supporting our children 
through a variety of sports-related activities. We love all types of sports, both 
playing and watching. Music also plays a large role in our lives, with Tommy, 
Jenn and Kelly participating in different ways.   
 

I have been blessed to watch God create a Spirit of unity throughout the 
Leadership Team and Staff.  We have gone through many changes as a Church in the last few years. While 
change can be divisive, God has used this time to create unity in our work and plans for 2021.  
 

At Aldersgate Church, it is about the people! We have been blessed to share our lives with many great 
Christians that have supported us and helped us to grow in our walk with God.  
 

I like to joke that I was called to this position – Denny Cathcart called me on the phone and asked to take this 
role. Before Denny’s call, I felt God calling me to participate in some way, but I was not sure where. The phone 
call and prayer confirmed for me this is where God wanted me to serve. I am starting my 5th year in this role. 
 

Our Vision for 2021 is All Things Renewed Through Christ. I am excited about the opportunity to connect with 
our local communities and to find additional ways to serve those around us and build God’s Kingdom. 
 

The roles that I have had at Aldersgate have been amazing experiences.  I have grown spiritually and have had 
an opportunity to develop deep friendships with great Christian brothers and sisters.   
 

I would encourage everyone to participate in the programs and the life of the church. There are many 
opportunities that only require a short-term commitment of a few weeks or months. It is a great way to serve 
God, continue to develop spiritually, and to expand relationships with great people. 

  The Aldersgate Manifesto 
Church is not a country club where, when you become a member, 

you are entitled to selfish benefits and first-class opinions. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
   Where free grace is given, especially to the poor and broken-hearted. 

Church is not a fashion show where you flaunt your pious success and knowledge. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
Where being real is the deal, and where we would rather serve than be served. 

Church is not a hotel for saints, but a hospital for sinners. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
And be a sinner who has discovered the fullness of God’s forgiveness and grace. 

Church is not a place to sit, soak, and sour for an hour. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
And receive the joy of God’s Word and the power of God’s promises. 

Church is not a religious requirement where people are manipulated into attendance. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
Where people are excited to know Jesus and grow deeper in their faith. 

Church is not a legalistic institution to shame people if they do not comply. 
 

Come to Aldersgate… 
Where, regardless of who you are or where you have been, you receive unconditional love. 

 

Come to Aldersgate...where all things are renewed through Christ! 

Harvey Elder ~ Ministry Resource Team Chairperson 
hkelder@comcast.net 
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COMMUNION 

Options During 
the Pandemic. 

 
Held on the 

First Sunday of 
EVERY month. 
 
Whether in person, virtually or over-the-phone, all are 
welcome at the Lord’s Table to take part in Communion 
with all the saints, past, present and future; as we confess 
our sins before God, forgive one another, and seek 
reconciliation as the body of Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

In-Person Communion 
Prepackaged elements will be used for  In-Person 
Worship. (Gluten Free available.)  
 

Virtual or Over-the-Phone Communion 
To prepare for this time, please gather some bread  
or crackers to symbolize the “Body” of Christ; and any type 
of juice to symbolize the “Blood” of Christ. (If you do not 
have juice, you may use water.)  

 
For those who like to partake in Communion over-the-

phone, please call Judy Sterner at  717-854-4276. 

 

We have a Worship Service for 
everyone! 

 

In-Person and Live-Streamed 
 

9AM ~ Fellowship Hall 
10:30AM ~ Sanctuary  

 

To worship with us virtually, go to our website at 
www.aldersgateyork.com 

any day of the week! 

 

In-Person Worship Attendees 
 

 Masks are required to be worn at all times 
during In-Person Worship. 

 Childcare for children birth to age 2 will not 
be available. 

 Social Distance by allowing 3 seating 
spaces between families. 
 Use every row in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Use every other pew in the Sanctuary. 

God, our nation is hurting 
And our people are losing heart. 

 

So we pray for healing, 
for humility, and for hope. 

 

May the values that unite us 
          overcome the things that divide us! 

 

May the voices for peace 
          be louder than the voices of violence! 

 

May beauty and kindness 
outshine disorder and hate!   

 

May justice rule and destruction cease! 
 

Remind us where we came from. 
Show us who we are. 

 

Inspire us with what we could 
be...TOGETHER. 

 

Hear our prayer and heal our land. Amen! 
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GREAT NEWS! Despite the many challenges of 
2020, Aldersgate Church has continued to thrive and 
grow – can you feel it? All this with the unified goal to 
spread the love of Jesus Christ. Just 12-months ago 
we were preparing for our Baptismal Service, having 
no idea of the year that was ahead of us! We could 
have never imagined the amount of growth that we 
have undergone and in the unity of one Spirit - 
through Jesus Christ!  
 

As Pastor Dale said in 
his recent year-end 
message, ‘Aldersgate 
is now a Digital 
Church.’ This became 
our new reality 
because members of 
the Body of Christ at 
Aldersgate Church 
choose to live fully 
and respond to the 
Gospel in unity. 
Despite the uncertainty the Pandemic brought, our 
church family faithfully funded the renovation of our 
Fellowship Hall and subsequently the purchase of 
new equipment in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 
Many dedicated volunteers gave their time to assist 
with not only the physical renovations, but also the 
technical renovations which has empowered us with 
new capabilities, enabling us to livestream, and so 
much more. The development of becoming a Digital 
Church was largely due to our  determined and 
fearless volunteers who were willing to be creative, 
research, and learn how to best utilize state-of-the-art 
technology. Their sacrificial efforts resulted in over 
1,800 views just during the two weeks leading up to 
Christmas Day! Keep in mind, a view may equate to 
one person or a whole household, but none the less 
and at the very least, 1,800 people engaged in the 
message of Christ through the services of Aldersgate 
Church. These views were comprised of the two 
Christmas Eve services, The Longest Night 
Gathering, The Sounds of Christmas, and the Sunday 
Worship Services! All Glory be to God! Who would 
have ever thought this was possible in such a short 
amount of time? There’s no going back now. 
 

And now...the rest of the story! Our goal is to be 
ready to emerge from the pandemic, someday very 
soon, with a larger team ready to serve. However, we 
need 6 more people to be a part of this new – and 
now vital – ministry of Aldersgate Church in order to 

sustain the technical deliverance of The 
Message each week and continue to 
reach more of our church family. 
Recognizing many are still uncomfortable 
about coming back to the building, the 
Tech Team takes every measure possible 
to provide a safe environment to serve in. 
Contributors with any interest in or 
knowledge of recording, video, sound, 
computing, presentation software, lighting, 
and production equipment are asked to 
seriously consider serving with us on the 

Tech Team. Not tech savvy, but are willing to help 
meet this need, that’s ok too! Any knowledge of 
Christian hymns and contemporary music, having 
played or currently play an instrument, or a familiarity 
with drama and stage production? You have valuable 
contributions to offer. Also, keep in mind training and 
support will be provided. 
 

If you want to find out more about how you can safely 
help, even during the pandemic, please reach out to: 

Keith Murr (quill.murr@gmail.com) 
Matt Fahnestock (matt.fahnestock@aldersgateyork.com) 

Randy Campbell (randycampbell@me.com). 
 

Thank you! 

From the Virtual Desktop of the 
Aldersgate Church Tech Team 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 
Submitted By: Keith Murr 

Chair of the Technology Resource Team 
Quill.murr@gmail.com 

mailto:quill.murr@gmail.com
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Submitted By: Pastor Austin and Matt Fahnestock 
Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com and Matt.fahnestock@aldersgateyork.com 

 

At Aldersgate Church, our goal is to design Sunday morning worship services that will help us to see God 
revealed in the world, in each other, and in our own lives – compelling us to respond to God in the world, and 
to each other, with our lives. We offer our best to make sure our gathered times of worship are focused and 
approached with passion and excellence, always remembering it is not by our own strength, but only by 
God’s acceptance and by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are able to worship. 
 

For the past year, we have had a small, yet dedicated, group of volunteers who have given undefinable 
energy, countless hours, and physical labor that enables us to worship together as a church family every 
week. Thanks to their creative work, we have been able to remain connected as a body of believers through 
worship during these trying times. 
 

This effort has even allowed us to open our doors to people from other parts of the world who would not have 
otherwise been able to attend Aldersgate Church. Over the past few months, this team of volunteers has 
pulled together and used our new livestreaming to make our online worship experiences as close to a typical 
“in-person” worship service as possible. Operating this equipment and accomplishing other behind-the-
scenes work is an essential part of continuing to have the opportunity to worship together on a Sunday 
morning. 
 

(Continued on next page.) 

Send an Email to... For the following reasons... 

PrayerRequest@aldersgateyork.com 

To submit Prayer Requests/Praises to the Aldersgate Prayer Team and to 

be added to the email group who receives the Prayers and Praises 

submitted by our Aldersgate family. (Sent out weekly on Mondays and as 

needed for urgent requests and praises.) 

Communications@aldersgateyork.com  
Inform/advertise ministry updates, events, personal testimonials, praises, 

etc. or interested in serving on the Communications Ministry Team. 

FacilityManager@aldersgateyork.com  

Calendar Additions/Cancelations, Room Requests, Building Repair/

Maintenance Notifications, Interested in Volunteering to help with building 

needs, Vehicle Usage. 

TechTeam@aldersgateyork.com Anything pertaining to technology needs or inquiries. 
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One Church: Online Worship 
(Continued from previous page.) 

 

Here’s where we are now… 
 

Navigating the countless changes during the global 
pandemic has demanded more from our team of 
volunteers than one could even imagine. We have 
come to realize that livestreaming two separate 
services on a Sunday morning is unsustainable with 
the limited volunteers we have; which would 
essentially cause them to burnout. Not to mention, 
relying on the same small team of people from week 
to week does not set us up for success. If just one or 
two of those volunteers were to be unavailable or 
have an unexpected emergency, the challenges 
would be too great to manage and might lead to a 
cancelation of online services that week. 
 
Furthermore, we have learned so much about online 
worship from our experiences during the pandemic: 
some has come from “baptism by fire,” some from 
helpful webinars and trainings, but much of our 
education has come from the helpful feedback of 
those watching and participating in online worship 
services. This feedback has proven to be invaluable, 
leading to the increased creativity of our team and 
propelling us into offering a renewed worship 
experience each week. 
 
It is true, online worship is not the same as in-person. 
However, leaning into this difference has taught us 
the importance of not only replicating what happens 
during in-person worship, but more importantly, 
embracing the unique opportunities online worship 
presents. Since online worship is distinctly different 
from worshipping in the same room, it must be 
approached differently. This adjustment has inspired 
us to discover new ways of worshipping together. 
 
Therefore, we have decided to take advantage of this 
situation and worship God in a new way at Aldersgate 
Church. From now on, whenever online worship is 
the only option available, we will livestream one 
church service for online worship at 10am on 
Sunday mornings. This will be in place of our current 
Traditional and Contemporary services until we are 
able to resume in- person worship. Hence, the reason 
we will call it One Church: Online Worship. 
 
This new One Church: Online Worship Service will 
provide us the opportunity to apply what has been 
learned during the pandemic while intentionally 
developing it into an even more meaningful 
experience for everyone. This new format will also 
allow our faithful volunteers the necessary space to 
breathe and rejuvenate, so that when we return to in-
person worship services, they will have the stamina 
needed to continue providing an online option. 

Here’s how you can serve… 
 
First and most importantly, join us in prayer. 
 
 Pray for the continued safety of our congregation, 

especially those who spend extra time physically 
present on Sunday mornings and throughout the 
week. 

 
 Pray for God to reveal new things to you – new 

things about yourself, about God, or about 
worship. 

 
Second, if you feel comfortable being physically 
present on a Sunday morning and have even the 
slightest willingness or interest to learn more about 
how our technology works and where you may be 
able to help, contact our new Worship Arts 
Coordinator, Matt Fahnestock. Remember, the key 
factor for Aldersgate Church to sustain online worship 
is within our volunteers who have filled a variety of 
roles with a variety of skill levels. All are welcome! 
 
In closing, let us remember the words from Isaiah 
43… “Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder 
things of the past. Behold, I will do something new.” 
One Church: Online Worship is new and God is at 
work among us. Friend, which role will you help fill as 
God does something new in and through you? 
 

Submitted By: 
Pastor Austin (Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com) 

Discover creative ways to 

encourage others and to 

motivate them toward acts of 

compassion, doing beautiful 

works as expressions of love. 
Hebrews 10:24 TPT 
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Membership Musings 
Submitted By: Sherry Smith 

Sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com 
 

How blessed we are to be entering this new year 
together in mind and spirit, even if we cannot be 
together in person!  God continues to be faithful in 
providing for us in so many ways, whether you are 
reading this paper newsletter or worshipping online, 
we are all connected in the Body of Christ. Our 
reliance on God’s faithfulness and ultimate 
goodness through all we have experienced is 
essential. Please be aware our church building is 
not closed – our Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall is 
open for prayer Monday through Friday from 9AM 
to 5PM. We never expected the disruption in the 
way we worship and study caused by Covid, so 
please continue to pray for an end to this scourge 
and a return to the fellowship we so desire! 
 

One of the many changes I have seen happening 
during this year of Covid restrictions, is a greater 
emphasis on personally connecting with our 
members, whether it is remembering our seniors 
and homebound members with phone calls and 
cards, Hoppy visiting our children, Miranda and 
Austin celebrating milestones with our Graduates, 
or Women in Mission delivering poinsettias! I have 
read/heard of so many who were surprised and 
delighted by these interactions. Thank you!  We are 
together in so many ways!  
 

The way our Technology Team has grown and 
evolved over this past year has been a wonder to 
behold. In a year of so many challenges and 
changes, those who have answered the call to 
innovate and try new things can only be described 
as a true gift from God. Their expertise and gifts of 
enormous amounts of time, making it all possible 
for those of us viewing, cannot be underestimated 
or overvalued. 
 

As your Financial Secretary, I continue to be 
wowed by your generosity not only in supporting 
the church, but in reaching out into the community 
with your wonderful response to the Bell Shelter 
Fund and the Advent Offering most recently. You 
are such a blessing! Those of you who received 
offering envelopes will see a new quarterly 
envelope included in your pack. This envelope, 
marked Renewed Sanctuary Fund, is meant for 
those who wish to support the upgrades needed to 
bring our Sanctuary up-to-date, particularly with 
technology upgrades. These upgrades will increase 
the efficiency and quality of the new way we offer 
church worship, as well as increase the ability to 
reach those who are seeking a church. There is 
also a link/button on the E-Giving page on the 
website to donate to this Fund. Giving Statements 
for 2020 were printed and mailed in January. 

Graphic by Laurens Glass, UM News; waves by Hannah 
Edgman; hook by tswedensky, courtesy of Pixabay.  

 

Phishing is the fraudulent practice of sending emails 
purposing to be from a reputable organization to plant 
computer viruses or induce people to reveal personal 
information. United Methodists are being warned to 
watch for fake emails targeting members of the 
church.  
 

www.umnews.org/en/news/dont-be-a-phishing-victim 

"Salty Christians"  
Submitted By: Karen Julian 

kmjulian1@comcast.net 
717-767-4265 

 

 
"You are the salt of the earth." Matthew 5:13  

 

When it comes to flavors, salt brings out the best in 
what we eat. Without it, food is less enjoyable and 
sometimes not edible. What’s more, going without 
salt for long enough can have a detrimental effect on 
our health.  Because salt keeps its flavor for an 
extended time, it became a symbol of endurance in 
the ancient world, and was even used to seal 
agreements between two parties. Salt is in our tears, 
sweat and blood.  
 

When Jesus asks his followers to be like salt, He's 
reminding us we are valuable and necessary in order 
to bring out the best in one another, as well as in our 
world. Even in situations where we feel small and 
powerless, we can have a positive impact, revealing 
the love and goodness of Christ. 
 

In this new year, take time to think about how you can 
be “saltier” in your relationships, church and 
community. “Salt” is needed now more than ever!  

Seniors, In-Person Gatherings are currently 
not being scheduled at Aldersgate Church. 
The following individuals will be in contact with 
you regarding updates on the Senior Calendar.  

 

Games-Ray Gilbert 
Book Readers-Karen Julian 

Prayer Group-Karen Julian or Jan Bowden  
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A full listing of congregational birthdays appears on the bulletin board outside the main offices. 
Listed below are some senior birthdays of note. 

 

February Birthdays 
 

4th – Lee Derk, 2470 Joppa Rd, York, PA 17403 
 

4th -  Jerry Dietz, PO Box 99, 57 S Main St., Loganville, PA 17342 
 

7th – Ruth Minnich, 2160 Bayberry Lane, York, PA 17403 
 

8th – Dolores Gifford, 325 Scott Road, York, PA 17403 
 

10th – Charlie Warner,3103 Lakefield Road, Longstown Village, York, PA 17402 
 

18th – Joanne Murr, 314 Clarks Way, York, PA 17403 
 

19
th
 – Richard Willey, 2410 Homedale Road, York, PA 17403 

 

23rd – David Jones, 2270 Bayberry Court, York, PA 17403  
 

25th – Bev Mulay, 1100 Drexel Street, York, PA 17404 
 

28th – Dot Baney, 3151 North Wynd Ave., Dover, PA 17315 
 

27th – Richard Kearney, 1339 Prospect St., York, PA 17403 
 

March Birthdays 
 

4th – Peg Bahn, 860 Witmer Road, York, PA 17406 
 

4th - Lois Myers, Cross Keys Village # 2964, 2990 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford, PA 17350 
 

10th - Judy Orcutt, 1 Falkland Ave., Savannah, GA 31407-3939 
 

12th - Faye Watkins, 421 Chancellor Road, York, PA 17403 
 

13th - Jerry MacDonald, 2110 Bayberry Lane, York, PA 17403 
 

15th - Ermie Conner, 1642 Wyntre Brook Drive NW, York PA 17403 
 

22nd  - Dick Lacy, Ohio Living Rickynol, Asst. Living #213, 1150 West Market St, Akron, OH 44313  
 

24th - Elizabeth Smith, 1206 Wentworth Road, York, PA 17408 

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS 

Membership Musings (Continued)

Submitted By: Sherry Smith 
Sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com 

 

A few of our members and friends did not enter 
this new year with us, having gone on to new life 
in Glory!  Glenn Bartels, husband of Phyllis, 
passed to life eternal on December 9th; while 
Theda Seitz, wife of Bob Seitz, left this earth on 
December 10th; and Carolyn Reever, passed to 
glory on December 11th.  Glenn and Phyllis 
continued to support Aldersgate even if unable 
to attend regularly. Theda and Bob faithfully 
attended contemporary worship and she was an 
office volunteer a few years back who frequently 
shared her delicious chocolate peanut butter 
cake with staff members! Carolyn shared her 
voice in our Sanctuary Choir and enjoyed 
helping prepare the Good Tidings. I have sweet 
memories of these sweet people. 
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ATTENTION - CLASS of 2021! 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND 

CURRENTLY ENROLLED COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

The Barbara A. Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship, a part of the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, is awarded 
annually to members of our Aldersgate Church Congregation who have been active participants in our 
Youth Program and/or the activities of our Church. Students who will be enrolling, or are currently enrolled 
in any two-year or four-year college, university, or technical school, and who have been members of 
Aldersgate Church for at least two years are eligible to apply for consideration to receive these annual 
awards. 
 

For an application, please contact either Karon Sallade (sallade1@msn.com or 843-2781) or Miranda     
Moland (miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com). The DEADLINE to submit an application is 
Thursday, April 15, 2021. 
 

Persons interested in supporting our youth and increasing the Scholarship Fund can make contributions to 
the Barbara A. Gable Scholarship Fund in a monetary form or gifting an asset. This can be done in Honor of 
or Memory of family, friends, or other special people in their lives. Perhaps even more important for our 
fund's long-term future, are commitments through life insurance, wills, trusts, and estates. That said, please 
know all gifts make an impact and are appreciated, whether large or small, unrestricted or designated, 
current or deferred. 

We made it into 2021!  Although things do not change overnight, we look forward to a new 365 days 
of positive possibilities for what this year will hold! The Crossover Young Adults have been 
meeting Wednesday nights on Zoom at 7pm and will continue to do so until February. We hope to 
begin meeting in person at Aldersgate Church this February and March while also providing a 
zoom link for those who are unable to be in person. Of course, plans are subject to change 
depending on the current circumstance and status of our church. In order to remain up to date with 
these possible changes, please email miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com.  

 “All these many people who have had faith in God are around us like a cloud. Let us put every thing out of 
our lives that keeps us from doing what we should. Let us keep running in the race that God has planned for 

us. 2 Let us keep looking to Jesus. Our faith comes from Him and He is the One Who makes it perfect. He 
did not give up when He had to suffer shame and die on a cross. He knew of the joy that would be His later. 

Now He is sitting at the right side of God. 
 

3 Sinful men spoke words of hate against Christ. He was willing to take such shame from sinners. 
Think of this so you will not get tired and give up.” 

 

Hebrews 12:1-3 (NLV) 

Submitted By: Miranda Moland 
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator  

Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com 
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“31 What can we say about all these things? Since God is for us, who can be against us? 32 God did 

not keep His own Son for Himself but gave Him for us all. Then with His Son, will He not give us all 

things? 33 Who can say anything against the people God has chosen? It is God Who says they are 

right with Himself. 34 Who then can say we are guilty? It was Christ Jesus Who died. He was raised 

from the dead. He is on the right side of God praying to Him for us. 35 Who can keep us away from 

the love of Christ? Can trouble or problems? Can suffering wrong from others or having no food? 

Can it be because of no clothes or because of danger or war? 36 The Holy Writings say, “Because of 

belonging to Jesus, we are in danger of being killed all day long. We are thought of as sheep that 

are ready to be killed.” 37 But we have power over all these things through Jesus Who loves us 

so much. 38 For I know that  nothing can keep us from the love of God. Death cannot! Life 

cannot! Angels cannot! Leaders cannot! Any other power cannot! Hard things now or in the 

future cannot! 39 The world above or the world below cannot! Any other living thing cannot 

keep us away from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 8:31-39 (NLV) 

For more information and to stay up to date with changes: 
 

  email Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com 
 

  Aldersgate_jwalkers 
 

 Text @j-walkers to the number 81010 t0 receive weekly texts        

Submitted By: Miranda Moland 
 

Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator  

WELCOME TO 2021 

Happy New Year J-Walker Families! Determining what the next 

couple months will be like is, unfortunately, no easier than it 

was when this pandemic first began in March 2020. The J-

Walkers have continued to inspire and encourage me with their 

ability to adapt to the ever-changing circumstances. Not to say 

that they have not had their individual trials and battles with 

these changes, but they have continued to persist and endure. 

It is an honor to walk alongside of them and see their growth 

and development evolve before my eyes. 

 

OUR PLAN 
Sunday Nights 

 
February– In Person, 6:30-8pm 

March– In Person, 6:30-8pm 

Plans subject to change depending 

on current circumstances and status 

of Aldersgate Church. 

“31 What can we say about all these things? Since God is for us, who can be against us? 32 God did 

not keep His own Son for Himself but gave Him for us all. Then with His Son, will He not give us all 

things? 33 Who can say anything against the people God has chosen? It is God Who says they are 

right with Himself. 34 Who then can say we are guilty? It was Christ Jesus Who died. He was raised 

from the dead. He is on the right side of God praying to Him for us. 
35 

Who can keep us away from 

the love of Christ? Can trouble or problems? Can suffering wrong from others or having no food? 

Can it be because of no clothes or because of danger or war? 36 The Holy Writings say, “Because of 

belonging to Jesus, we are in danger of being killed all day long. We are thought of as sheep that 

are ready to be killed.” 37 But we have power over all these things through Jesus Who loves us 

so much. 38 For I know that  nothing can keep us from the love of God. Death cannot! Life 

cannot! Angels cannot! Leaders cannot! Any other power cannot! Hard things now or in the 

future cannot! 39 The world above or the world below cannot! Any other living thing cannot 

keep us away from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

Romans 8:31-39 (NLV) 
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Hoppy was out and about before Christmas delivering some Christmas cheer to many of his 
friends.  Hoppy has missed seeing everyone’s faces over this past year and was amazed at 
how tall his friends have grown in a year! Hoppy also met some new friends; a few dogs and 
cats, and a bunny too! Keep your eye out when you are out and about driving on the 
roads…..you never know when you might see Hoppy riding next to you in Miss Lisa’s car. 
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Submitted By: Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director 
Lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com  

 

Preschool is back in session following the holidays!  We’re 
ready for an even more AMAZING New Year!  The winter 
months offer lots of “cool” learning opportunities.  The children 
will be learning about snow, ice and cold temperatures; making 
beautiful winter works of art and reading loads of  great winter 
stories.  As we move into February, we’ll check out what Phil 
has to say about the possibility of some early spring weather.  
The focus will then be on love and kindness and Valentine 
celebrations.  Then, before we know it, March will roar in and 
we will be celebrating the joy of Easter!  The preschool staff 
wishes all of you a very blessed and joyful New Year! 
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Submitted By: Lisa Murr, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Lisa.murr@aldersgateyork.com  

 

This has been a difficult year for everyone. None 
the less, our Preschool has remained open since 
September! Though our enrollment has been 
down, it is operable (with the exception of our 
two-year old class). Please consider enjoying a 
delicious meal from Isaac's while supporting this 
ministry of Aldersgate Church!  

 

Thank you for your support! 
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Approximately 10 years ago, God was tugging at my heart to get more 
involved at Aldersgate. When the phone call came, it was obvious I 
needed to accept the role on the Finance Team as a Member-At-Large. I 
served in that capacity for six years and then in 2016, I started as Co-
Chair with Toni Nalesnik. In 2020, I Chaired the Team. Serving in this 
capacity has certainly grown my faith and this past year stands out as 
something special. Due to the unique circumstances associated with 
COVID, the budget process was filled with a lot of uncertainty, but God 
used it as an opportunity to show He was in control. A number of the 
Team Members came into the final budget meeting with a lot of 
apprehension, including me. But God unified the hearts of the Team to 

unanimously approve the budget with a growth attitude in mind. It was an honor to be a part of that and 
witness God’s clarity in a tough time. Based on my experience, I recommend giving into that “tug” from God 
and He will take it from there. It has been and continues to be an important part of my faith journey. 
  

At home, I am blessed by my family that includes my lovely wife, Kate, and our two kids, Josephine (11) and 
Lincoln (7). For my job, I work for a large commercial and industrial insurance company called FM Global. I 
manage a group of ten engineers who work to help our clients mitigate risk and prevent property loss.    

 

Option 1 

Option 2 

Fee Structure for 
Online Giving 

(Automatically deducted 
from amount given.) 

 
Auto Pay from your Bank 
directly to Church’s Bank 

- NO FEES! 
 

ACH Transfers = 1% + 
$0.45/transaction 

 
Credit Card = 2.75% + 

Ryan Wilt 
Finance Resource Team Chairperson 

ryanjwilt@gmail.com 
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I am honored, blessed, and 
truly humbled to be invited to 
serve Him, and you, at 
Aldersgate Church as the 
Financial Administrator 
beginning February 8th. I am 
so excited to meet everyone at 
Aldersgate Church!  
 

God has used my education 
and accounting skills 
throughout many phases in my 
life and a variety of industries 
like Banking, Finance, 
Financial Aid, Government, 
and Education.  My greatest 
joy in serving Him was as the 
School Administrator for 
Temple Christian Academy and Preschool, a ministry 
of Temple Baptist Church; and then subsequently 
over the last eight years as a Teacher’s Aide at 
Loganville-Springfield Elementary in the Dallastown 
Area School District. 
 

Recently, I recognized God’s Holy Spirit was moving 
within, guiding me to something new. When I saw this 
position, I knew God had opened a door; so I prayed, 
waited, and the tug turned into a pull. After submitting 
my application, I witnessed God’s hand as He 
continued to open doors, and fill me with His peace. It 
was evident to me this was definitely His will. God is 
so good and I continue to be amazed at how God 

blesses us and all by His grace 
and for His Glory! 
My family includes my 
wonderful husband of 22 years, 
Curtis; my three children: Ella (a 
Senior), Jakob (a Sophomore), 
and Ty (7th grade); and last but 
not least, our two Australian 
Cattle Dogs, 8-month-old 
Hunter and 10-year-old Pepper. 
Over the last eight years, we 
have called Grace Church in 
Shrewsbury our home church, 
and enjoy being involved in 
ministries there. Other things I 
enjoy include running, drinking 
coffee, being involved in my 
children’s sports, baking, 

reading, learning new things, travelling, and of 
course, spending time with my husband. 
 

I look forward to starting this new beginning, and 
will close by sharing my favorite scripture, Isaiah 
40:31. 
 
 

But those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint. 

 

Welcome to the Aldersgate Family emails can be sent 
to Jennifer.rager@aldersgateyork.com. 

I am married to my wife, Michelle and together we have two sons, Noah (age 
4) and Landon (age 3). Family time, golf and travel are my preferred ways to 
spend my time when I am not working at Edward D. Jones as a Financial 
Advisor. 
 

Aldersgate Church offers a strong sense of community for those who are 
seeking God’s will while serving others. Serving has always provided me with 
the opportunity to grow into a better husband and father. Therefore, I 
encourage everyone to plug in somewhere and discover your niche. 
 

God used several people with the power of suggestion to help me embrace 
His desire for me to serve as the next Endowment Chair. With one year under 
my belt, I am constantly amazed and grateful to have the front seat to see the 
direct connection between those in need and those God calls to serve. As 
Endowment Chair, the Vision for 2021 is to further organize and simplify the 
process of Endowments in order to better connect the congregation with the 
emotional and spiritual results of their giving. 

Dan Calloway, Endowment Team Chairperson 
Dan.calloway@edwardjones.com 
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Though this is my third year serving on the Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), this is my first year serving 
as the Chairperson. My wife Mandy and I came to Aldersgate Church about nine years ago at a difficult time in 
our lives. My physical health had deteriorated substantially over the year prior to us attending. I went from walking 
four miles a day, to needing a cane, to using two canes, to using forearm crutches, to a scooter, wheelchair, and 
finally a motorized wheelchair all in a little over a year.  We were adjusting to our new reality when we first walked 
(rolled) thru the door at Aldersgate. We were greeted warmly and accepted almost immediately. We transferred 
our membership to Aldersgate shortly thereafter. 
 

I was, and still am, involved with RightNow Media and am the Treasurer for TableTalk (previously known as 
Merry Makers). I served on the Leadership and Nominations Committee in addition to SPRC the last two years. 
The hardest thing I have done at Aldersgate so far was serving as the Leader of the Back to the Building Team. 
The caring, dedicated people on the Team made leading the easy part. The hard part was deciding what to do 
and when to do it. I struggled many times each day trying to discern what God wanted us to do. With much 
prayer, the Team worked through when and how, to bring us back to worshiping in the church building together. 
 

I have been a technology geek since before the first computers were commercially available. So, I feel blessed to 
become part of the Technology Resource Team here at Aldersgate Church this past summer and help Keith 
Murr, John Bowman, and others build on what they started in years past. While there is much to do in all areas of 
technology at Aldersgate, God led our church to reach out and minister to people digitally when we could not be 
together in person. In March, Pastor Austin took our worship online and led us to the livestreaming we do today.  I 
am truly blessed to be part of that Team. 

Hello Aldersgate family!  
My name is Keith Murr 
and I am excited to be 
leading the Technology 
Resource Team at 
Aldersgate Church. 
 

My family moved to York, 
PA in 1972 when my 
father was appointed the 
First Chaplin of York 
Hospital. Luck landed us 
next to the home of Jerry 
and Libbet Bowman and 

my journey with Jesus Christ and Aldersgate began 
right there! Today, my family is an active part of 
Aldersgate and my wife, Lisa, is the Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator. I have truly grown up in Aldersgate my 
entire life and now I am serving you as the Technology 
Resource Team Coordinator – but not without a great 
deal of help. 
 

I have always been interested in Technology, stage 
productions, music, building things, and curious about 
how things work. This childhood curiosity led me to a 
dual path career as I started out as a Technology 
Education Teacher after graduating from Millersville 
University and then pursued a Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Penn State. Today, I work for TE 
Connectivity in Harrisburg starting my 27th year as a Sr. 
Principal Engineering Manager. 

Nineteen years ago, while sitting in the Fellowship Hall 
getting ready for the service, the current Pastor then, 
Jon Bausman, approached me and John Bowman and 
asked for emergency help with the soundboard. As 
‘they’ say, the rest is history. However, history then took 
a drastic turn in 2020 and changed everything. The 
Fellowship Hall, and other areas of the church, had just 
completed a series of major renovations and Aldersgate 
was ready to unleash a new level of worship – but then 
we had to shut down completely. Disappointing? Very! 
Opportunity? Absolutely! 
 

Together, along with a small dedicated and talented 
team, the Tech Team has been able to live-stream our 
Worship Services for the past eight months, and most 
importantly, grow our capabilities, improve the quality 
over time, expand the worship experience, and offer 
safe worship until we can gather again. This has 
happened because of you, our Pastors, volunteers, and 
staff. I thank you all and may God bless you for your 
ongoing support and patience. 
 

If you have any interest in supporting this now vital 
ministry, please let me know. We need help in many 
ways and forms of technology. When we can rejoice 
together in person, in the name of Jesus, it WILL be 
glorious! In the meantime, stay tuned online! The Tech 
Team is dedicated to the mission of spreading the love 
of Jesus Christ – even if digital - until this crisis passes 
and beyond! Thank you. 

Randy Campbell ~ Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chairperson 
randycampbell@me.com 

Keith Murr 
Technology Resource Team Chairperson 

Quill.murr@gmail.com 
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Get Your Taxes Done for FREE! 
 
 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Sites 
Now Open in York County 

AARP membership not required. 
 

York, PA - You’ve got taxes to file. But do-it-yourself software can be confusing, and some paid tax 
preparation services cost money you might not be able to spend. AARP Foundation Tax-Aide will help anyone 
over the age of 50. 
 

Beginning Thursday, February 4th and continuing through Thursday, April 15th, the AARP Foundation 
is providing in-person tax assistance and preparation COMPLETELY FREE through its Tax-Aide Program! 
 

Last year, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers helped more than 108,360 Pennsylvania residents claim 
$62,969,266 in Federal Refunds and $5,372,337 in Earned Income Tax Credits. This program is offered at 
approximately 283 sites in Pennsylvania, including Senior Centers, Libraries, Churches and other convenient 
locations. Below are the locations in York County and the numbers to call to schedule your appointment. 
 

 Living Word Community Church    717-771-9042 
 Messiah United Methodist Church    717-771-9042 
 Dover Area Community Library    717-292-6814 
 ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 717-771-9042 (SATURDAYS ONLY) 

 Hanover Church of the Brethren    717-633-6353 
 Shrewsbury Grace United Methodist Church   717-993-3488  
 Windy Hill on the Campus     717-225-0733, Ext. 101 
 Union Fire Company Manchester    717-771-9042 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Wrightsville    717-478-8588 
 Red Land Senior Center     717-938-4649 
 Wrightsville Hope UMC     717-478-8588 

 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest volunteer-run Free Tax Preparation Service. Volunteers are 
trained and IRS-certified every year to ensure they understand the latest changes to the U.S. Tax Code.  
 

If you have tax-related questions other than appointments, please email us at yorkaarptaxaide@gmail.com or 
call our voicemail line at 717-640-5006. To access documents you will need to complete before your 

appointment, please visit AARP 2020 Tax Year Assistance - York County, Pennsylvania (yorkcountypa.gov) 
to download and print them. 

 

Submitted By: Dick Hershey, York AARP Tax-Aide  ~ dickhershey@comcast.net or 717.741.1868 

Before my mobility problems took root, Mandy and I 
loved to day hike and I was an avid terrible golfer. I 
coached either Little League Baseball or Club 
Volleyball for about 16 years total. Our international 
trade consulting business and our wine importing 
business allowed me, Mandy, and our sons to travel 
the world.  Now, I play with our grandsons, build 
computers, and tinker with other electronics in my 
spare time. 
 

As you know, SPRC was focused on hiring staff for 
the last two years. Bringing together Godly, faith 
driven, dedicated people to fill most of the full-time 
staff positions has dominated the activities of the 
SPRC.  Now, as is the SPRC’s first responsibility 
outlined in the Book of Discipline, we have the duty to 
“…assist the pastors and staff in assessing their gifts, 
maintaining health holistically and a work-life 
balance…”.  That will be the focus of the SPRC in 
2021. 

mailto:yorkaarptaxaide@gmail.com
https://yorkcountypa.gov/county-human-services/agency-on-aging/about-us-aging/news/1929-aarp-2020-tax-year-assistance.html
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My wife Robin and I have three grown children, five grandchildren and five 
more grandchildren to be added next year as a result of birth and marriage. I 
retired in 2013 and immediately found two part time jobs to keep me busy. 
Both positions fulfilled all my requirements: ability to work when I wanted, no 
pressures or decisions, just take orders from someone else (part-time 
Funeral Associate and delivering and picking up cars and trucks).  
 

Soon after joining Aldersgate Church, Robin and I realized we needed to be 
involved in the life of the church. Because we were long time members of 
the Mission Committee at our previous church, the Mission Team was a 
natural fit. When I retired I was asked to be Co-Chair of Missions, which I 
gladly accepted. It is hard NOT to see God at work in any aspect of church 
life, but I think it is especially easy to see how He works through Mission 
Outreach. I see Him in the people who give to others and in the lives of 
those touched by their gift. It is a blessing to see the members of our 
Mission Team and the many members of our Church have a wonderful heart 
for Missions. I would encourage anyone who has a passion for any aspect of church life to get involved with 
that particular group. Once you are involved and become surrounded by friends it is easy to step into a 
leadership role because your friends want you to succeed.  
 

Our Mission budget at present is close to 20% of the total church budget. 2021 gives us the opportunity to 
expand our Mission outreach and hit 20% of budget or higher. With the Holy Spirit leading us who knows 
what heights we will reach. 

 
 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS 
 

~ Handi-Wipes   ~ Snack Bags 
~ Reusable Water Bottles  ~ Clothespins  
~ Fingernail/Toenail Clippers ~ Chapstick  
~ 1 Subject Notebooks  ~ Deodorant 
~ Loose Leaf Notebook Paper (200 sheets) 
~ New Men’s Socks 
~ Towels (no longer than 27”) 
~ Baby Sleepers - Newborn to 9 Months 
 
 

Please place your donations in the basket in the 
West Entrance marked Mission Central. 

 
 
 

Items ordered through Amazon 
can be shipped directly to: Mission Central 

5 Pleasant View Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050  
 
 
 

Any questions, contact Becky May. 
maybe510@comcast.net 

 

Dave Hoffman 
Missions Team Chairperson 

dhoffmandds@comcast.net 
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Hello Aldersgate!  I’m Linda Jacob and am Chair of 
the Trustees. This is my sixth year on the Trustees 
and fourth as Chair. I truly have a passion to serve at 
Aldersgate Church and believe I have been called to 
serve on the Trustees Team. I feel so blessed to Chair 
such a wonderful group of people who all have a heart 
for Christ and our Church.  As Trustees, we strive to 
create a welcoming, clean, safe, and beautiful 
environment in which to worship and serve the Lord, 
while being good stewards of the Church's resources.  
I love how John Wesley said he felt that his heart was 
"strangely warmed" at Aldersgate, as I feel the same 
way every time I walk through our doors. 
 

I have been part of Aldersgate most of my life. My 
parents, Bob and Lila Huska, started us at Aldersgate 
Church, known as Wesley Memorial back then, in the 
mid-sixties. So, this has been my church home for well 
over 50 years.  I have many fond memories of being in 
the Wesley and Youth Choirs, Sunday School and 
Youth Fellowship. I just love seeing how excited the 
kids are with the Amazing Adventures and how active 
the Youth are in the Church. 
 

Outside of Church, I stay very busy working full time 
as the Pricing Manager for York Wallcoverings, where 
I have worked for the past 29 years. I also love 
spending time with my family. My husband, Harold, 
and I have four grown children and six amazing 
grandchildren. We are fortunate three of our 
granddaughters live within minutes of us, so we can 
have lots of adventures with them.  We have two more 
beautiful granddaughters in Texas and our only, very 
awesome, grandson lives in Florida. We try to see 
them as often as we can and are thankful for 
FaceTime! 
 

There are so many great things happening at 
Aldersgate and I encourage everyone to get involved 
in some way whether on a Team, in a Small Group or 
just volunteering when and where needed.  I’m sure 
you’ll be "strangely warmed" at Aldersgate, too! 

Vinyl Window 
Boxes 

Installed in the 
Courtyard. 

Nursery Renovations 
Currently Underway! 

Linda Jacob 
Trustees Chairperson 

Linda.jacob4@yahoo.com 
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BUSY, BUSY, BUSY! 
Submitted By: Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative and Operations Assistant 

facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com 
 

Wow! What a busy year we had in 2020…who would have guessed there was a 
Pandemic if you just looked at all that was accomplished? 
 

February will be my one year anniversary as the Facility Manager for Aldersgate 
Church. It is amazing to look back and see what we accomplished together. The 
pictures indicate significant markers to recap the areas of transformation within our 
facility.  
 

I can hardly imagine what God has planned for Aldersgate in 2021, as we are just 2 
weeks into the new year and we already have several major projects well underway 
as indicated below.   

☺ Updating the lighting in the front offices and the nursery. 

☺ Renovating the Nursery. 

☺ Small window and door repairs. 

☺ Continuing to purge and organize various storage rooms. 

☺ Helping the Rebranding Team roll-out the new brand this year! 
 

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers, who enabled us to accomplish so much in 2020! By the time we get 
back into the building, we are going to need to give tours so everyone will know their way around.  
 

If you would like to offer your time or skills, or you are willing to learn new skills, please email 
facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com  and let us know what you would like to offer, we have a need for that! 

New Smoke Detectors Installed. 

New Rubber Mulch in the Playground. 

New  
Preschool 
Road Sign 

Freshly Painted 

Hallways. 

New Signage for the 
Preschool Entrance. 
(South Entrance #1) 

New Preschool Logo 

mailto:facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com
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Although In-Person gatherings have not been 
permitted, we look forward to the day when the 
calendar is filled with events and the hallways are 
filled with people safely enjoying fellowship again!  
 

While we wait for the safe return, take advantage of 
requesting a Zoom Room for your group to meet 
online! Just go to the website and click the 
“Schedule a Zoom Meeting” tab at the top and we 
will get you scheduled.  
 

Likewise, when small groups are able to meet in-
person again, you will need to reserve a room by 
clicking the “Building Use Request” tab at the top 
of the website, next to the Zoom Room Request. 
 

Email facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com if you 
have any scheduling questions, or if you would like a 
copy of our COVID-19 Safety Guidelines. 

Gaga Pit Installed. 

All 15 of Esther’s Ducklings made it 
safely to the Pond! 

Old Roof 

New Roof 

2 Volleyball Nets Installed 

2 Basketball Hoops Installed 

Completely gutted and renovated 

Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com
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Renew and Reuse 
Submitted By: Dave Norris 
dandjnorris@verizon.net 

 

John Wesley began a New Year tradition of leading people in renewing 
their covenant with God. We often use his “Covenant Prayer in the 
Wesleyan Tradition”, which you can see in number 607 in The United 
Methodist Hymnal.  
 

At the very beginning, God gave us a garden to tend and till, and now is a good time for each of us to 
renew our commitment to be good stewards/caretakers of our earth. We are encouraged to choose at 
least one new thing we can do throughout the year to care for creation. Here are a few possibilities for you 
to consider as your ‘new’ thing: 
 

 Recycle your Christmas cards---carefully! Plain paper Christmas cards can go straight into the paper 
recycling you take to Continental Paper Recycling; but shiny cards on photo paper and ones with 
metallic embossing or glitter - are not accepted. However, even those cards may have a half that is 
free of contaminants and can be recycled. 

 

 The Apostle Paul talked about food choices:  it has been scientifically shown a plant-based diet helps 
fight climate change, so try a plant-based burger: eating less meat will help reduce the production of 
methane in our environment. Cutting down on the amount of food we waste will also help fight poverty 
as well as climate change. Remember: what we choose to eat is a spiritual decision. 

 

 January and February are often seen as a ‘trade-out’ or ‘end-clutter’ months. If you are going through 
the old to either clean out or to make room for the new, spare the gently-used items. Consider donating 
them to an organization who will give them to people who need them (e.g. Salvation Army, LifePath 
Christian Ministries, Mission Central and others). 

 

 Let the sun help heat your home by opening and closing drapes/blinds at appropriate times. 
 

 Put a house plant(s) in your favorite window and enjoy creation indoors. We moved a Gerber Daisy in 
from our deck at the end of the summer, and it continues to foster new blooms! 

 

 Take a walk whenever possible, and enjoy the sunshine and sounds of creation. 
 

Due to the uncertainties of where we will be with regards to the pandemic and the extensive efforts that 
need go into planning an Earth Day Celebration, the Creation Care Team has decided to postpone this 
event until a later date. It was slated for April 17th, so we will hope for a fall event. In the meantime, thank 
you for caring for God’s creation! 

 

What’s Happening at Aldersgate? 
 

Go to our Church website and view the calendar to 
see what is happening at Aldersgate Church!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit aldersgateyork.com/experience/calendar/   
 

We are on Facebook too! 
Visit us at Facebook.com/AldersgateYork. 

Even though Christmas has passed, 
this is a reminder the work of Christmas goes on!  

 
 

The Work of Christmas 
 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 
 

  ~Howard Thurman 
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Every Beatitude describes what I can be. I am poor in spirit because I know I am a sinner. I do mourn 
for having sin in my life. As long as I put God first, I am meek. Because the Spirit is inside me, I can be a 
peacemaker. He has given me a hunger for righteousness. Because I have been shown mercy, I can be 
merciful to others. Because God has forgiven my sin, I am pure in heart. I do not have to worry about what 
others think of me and my love for God because I am a Child of Heaven. Praise God!!   
 

As we are wrapping up the Beatitude series, it is important to understand they are sequential. Each 
Beatitude relies upon the one that precedes it. This sequence of the Beatitude is true for all of us.   
 

Because we poor and broken in spirit, we grieve.   

Because we grieve, we are comforted.   

Because we are comforted, we become gentle and hungry for more of God’s righteousness.  

Because of his righteousness, we are satisfied and hope for mercy. 

Because of mercy, we have a pure heart for God. 

Because of a pure heart for God, we become peacemakers and children to God. 

Because we are children of God. We will be persecuted. 

But evil will not prevail! The devil is a liar and his pants are on fire. 

Sometimes We Don’t Know, 
That We Don’t Know 

Submitted By: Judy Sterner, Racial Justice Ministry Coordinator 
judy.sterner@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276, Ext. 19 

 

It is especially vexing when you or I hold a firm conviction or an 
opinion, and someone comes along to challenge that. “Well, you see it 
your way, and I see it my way. We will just have to agree to disagree.”   
 

For example: “Let’s agree not to discuss ______at the family reunion.”   
 

Is the same true when facing Biblical knowledge and scriptural 
imperatives? Scholars for centuries have debated, published, and 
argued. Congregations have split, denominations have faltered, and 
people have rejected teaching they did not agree with. To what end? 
Fractured dysfunction, keeping the church alive when spiritual 
obedience has died, and congregations without genuine purpose. 
 

Some believers have tried to wrangle others to their own 
interpretations of issues God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit have made 
clear. Did God in the person of Jesus really mandate slavery, Jim Crow, lynching, segregation, and 
suppression of human rights? 
 

“Oh, I know all that history. I want to know what we can do now. What’s the next step?”  
 

Yes, many of us are eager and keen to know “the next step!” 
 

The next step is to acknowledge there is White history and Black history, and these histories are very 
different. As practicing believers in dismantling racism and injustice, we cannot jump from point A to point D 
without taking a clear look at everything in between, possibly even confronting the role many White Christian 
denominations have played in molding this history.  
 

This is NOT about guilt, condemnation, or blame. The work of the Racial Justice Ministry is listening, 
sharing, and understanding; before acting for change.  
 

How should we work for God’s justice? Join us on the journey as we take to heart The Beatitudes in 
our daily lives. Currently, our Ministry Team meets via Zoom on the third Tuesday each month at 7PM. All 
are welcome. Those interested should contact Judy Sterner for a link to the Zoom Meeting. 

Submitted By: Bob Rambo 
bamrambo@gmail.com 

mailto:judy.sterner@aldersgateyork.com
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Day 1.    Luke 1: Preparing for Jesus’ arrival 

Day 2.    Luke 2:The story of Jesus’ birth 

Day 3.    Mark 1:The beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

Day 4.    Mark 9:A day in the life of Jesus 

Day 5.    Matthew 5:The Sermon on the Mount 

Day 6.    Matthew 6:The Sermon on the Mount 

Day 7.    Luke 15:Parables of Jesus 

Day 8.    John 3:A conversation with Jesus

Day 9.    John 14:Jesus’ final instructions 

Day 10.  John 17:Jesus’ prayer for his disciples 

Day 11.  Matthew 26:Betrayal and arrest 

Day 12.  Matthew 27:Jesus’ execution on a cross 

Day 13.  John 20:Resurrection 

Day 14.  Luke 24:Jesus’ appearance after the resurrection 

Day 15.  Acts 9:The conversion of Saul 

Day 16.  Acts 16:Paul’s Macedonian call and a jailbreak 

Day 17.  Acts 17:Scenes from Paul’s missionary journey 

Day 18.  Acts 26:Paul tells his life story to a king 

Day 19.  Acts 27:Shipwreck on the way to Rome 

Day 20.  Acts 28:Paul’s arrival in Rome 

Day 21.  Romans 3:Paul’s theology in a nutshell 

Day 22.  Romans 7:Struggle with sin 

Day 23.  Romans 8:Life in the Spirit 

Day 24.  1 Corinthians 13:Paul’s description of love 

Day 25.  1 Corinthians 15:Thoughts on the afterlife 

Day 26.  Galatians 5:Freedom in Christ 

Day 27.  Ephesians 3:Paul’s summary of his mission 

Day 28.  Philippians 2:Imitating Christ 

Mar 1 Luke 15 & Ephesians 1:15-22 
Mar 2 Romans 7:14-8:17 
Mar 3 Ephesians 1:1- 14:2  
Mar 4  James 2:14-26 
Mar 5 Romans 3:19-28 & 4:1-16 
Mar 6 Galatians 2:15 -3:14 & James 2:14-26 
Mar 7  Romans 5:6-20 
Mar 8 James 1:21-25 & Titus 3:1-8 

Mar 9  Colossians 2:11-15 & I Corinthians 6:9-11 
Mar 10 Matthew 18:21-35 & 5:38-48   
Mar 11 Genesis 37-39 
Mar 12 Genesis 40-41 
Mar 13 Genesis 42:1-24, Chapter 45 & 50:15-21 
Mar 14 I Peter 3:8-4:11 
Mar 15 Colossians 3:1-17  
Mar 16 Psalm 139 
Mar 17 James 3  
Mar 18 Philippians 4:4-9 & II Corinthians 10:3-6 
Mar 19 I Corinthians 9:24-27 & Philippians 3:12-15 
Mar 20 Romans 12 
Mar 21 Ephesians 4 
Mar 22 Ephesians 5:1-21 
Mar 23 I Thessalonians 4:1-12 
Mar 24 Ephesians 6:10-20 
Mar 25 Ezekiel 22 & Psalm 106:19-23 
Mar 26 I Timothy 2:1-7 
Mar 27 Matthew 5:43-48 
Mar 28 Ephesians 1:15-22 
Mar 29 Ephesians 3:14-21 
Mar 30 Psalm 141 
Mar 31 Psalm 145 

The unmerited love and favor of God toward human 

beings; divine influence acting in a person to make the 

person pure, morally strong; the condition of a person 

brought to God's favor through this influence. 

Life and Teachings of Jesus and Paul 
Reading Plan~ February 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NIV
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It’s that time of year when 
we pause to acknowledge 
those who demonstrated  
their servant leadership on 
various Teams in 2020. 
During their terms of 
service, they met regularly 
in person, on Zoom, and by 
email to make decisions  on 
how to move our church 
forward. They prayed in 
unity, asking God to grant 
wisdom on how He desires 
to grow His church and all 
during a time when it 
seemed the world was 
almost at a standstill and 
meeting in person was not 
an option.   
 

Much gratitude for the 
following Leaders who 
faithfully concluded their 
Term: Ed Yohn, Dan 
Trauger, Jean Rudisill,  
Stephanie Stockton, Gina 
Christianson, and Larry 
Raffensberger. 
 

In addition to those listed 
above, Aldersgate Church 
had many leaders who, at 
the conclusion of their term 
on one Team, agreed to 
serve on another Team. To 
those, we say thank you as 
well. 
 

Many more within our 
Church family repeatedly 
demonstrate their servant 
hearts as well, but too many 
to name in this space. So, 
to all who helped in any 
capacity in 2020, thank you! 
 

Last but not least, we must 
not forget to acknowledge 
our paid staff who continued 
to report to work even when 
many other business offices 
were closed. Their 
dedication, drive and ability 
to rise above the challenges 
set before them, are 
certainly praiseworthy. 

 

To God be all the Glory! 

2021 Local Church Elected Ministerial and Team List for Aldersgate Church 

Submitted By: Jan Bowden (janbowden@yahoo.com) 
Vice Chair of Nominations and Leadership Development Team 
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Twelve Minutes with God 
 

The Spirit of God is moving and nudging me to speak clearly and directly.  There are two things.  
 

First, the rioting that happened in January in Washington D.C. is evil and is not a part of the Kingdom of God. While 
protesting in a peaceful manner may be acceptable and sometimes even necessary, there is nowhere in the Bible 
when a person is justified for hating, destroying property, afflicting threats, and disrespecting authority. 
 

Second, I encourage you to find a defined space and time to block out everything in your schedule for 12-
minutes.  For 12-minutes find total isolation from any possible distractions.  If you are waiting for an important visit 
or phone call, let someone else know what you are doing and perhaps give your phone to them.  It is important 
these 12-minutes are just between you and God. When you are done, talk to another person who has completed 
the same challenge. This part of the request is vital and helps keep us accountable to one another; that we may 
honor God with our thoughts and actions.  As a Pastor, the spiritual well-being of others is my top priority! Tune in 
to our worship services this Sunday to know what God would have us do and then plan to set aside time to consider 
what steps or adjustments you would need to make to better align yourself with His plans. 
 

Twelve Minutes with God 

• 4-minutes to read Matthew 5:3-10 and Matthew 22:37-39. 

• 4-minutes to listen/watch the video “This is God” Phil Vassar:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL3m3lBV31E. 

• 4-minutes to pray to God.  Expressing your love to Him, for your neighbor, and for the Beatitudes. 
 

As soon as you have completed this challenge, please be intentional to follow through in talking to another about 
your response to God’s love and Beatitudes. This is VERY important. If you would like to speak to someone about 
your response, please contact Aldersgate Church 717-854-4276 or email prayerrequest@aldersgateyork.com. 
 

In closing, if you desire is to come and pray in the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, please know you will be welcomed. 
Our doors are open Monday through Friday, from 9AM to 5PM. No appointment is needed. 
 
All Things Renewed Through Christ! 
Pastor Dale 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL3m3lBV31E

