
 
LUKE 10:25-37 

 

When Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan, He was addressing 
the sin of racism in the hearts of the Jewish Pharisees. He was a 
Samaritan man, someone who was despised by the Jews because of 
his race, who did the right thing by showing kindness to a wounded 
stranger. Jesus used the story to teach that all people – regardless of 
race – are our “neighbors”.   Jesus also teaches us how to neighbor.  
He demonstrates that there is no greater love than that of one who 
sacrifices his own life to love another person.  This is more than just a 
quick smile and the waving of the hand.  A good neighbor sees the 
opportunity to help someone who is hurting, and provides the 
necessary care that brings hope to that person. 
 
Let us not merely proclaim that racism is a sin, but let us demonstrate 
the authentic love of God through our words, actions, attitudes, lifestyle, 
and hospitality towards all people. Let the church be the hands and feet 
of Jesus and show the world that there is no greater love than one who 
lays down his or her life for their neighbor, regardless of skin, 
nationality, language, gender, age, economics, political association, 
and education. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HOW DO WE NEIGHBOR THOSE WHO  
ARE DIFFERENT FROM US? 

 
1) Recognize Our Prejudices 

Prejudice: (prejudging) preconceived opinion that is not 
based on reason or actual experience. 
 

“But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by 
the law as a lawbreaker.”  James 2:9 

 

2) Seek to Understand Others 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:28 
 

3) Love Those Who Are Different 
“After this I looked and there before me was a 
multitude that no one could count., from every nation, 
tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne 
and in front of the Lamb.”  Revelation 7:9 
 

TALK IT OVER 

 
• Do you remember the first time you realized people were a 

different color? What happened? 
 

• Have you ever experienced any kind of racism or prejudice 
episodes or remarks directed to someone? How did you 
handle it? 

 

• Read James 2:9. Have you ever witnessed favoritism at home, 
work, school and/or with your friends?  How did you feel?  
What did you do?   Could you have made a difference? 

 

• There is no racism gene. So, where does it come from? How 
can we overcome it?  

 

• Racism isn’t just what we do, sometimes it is what we don’t do.  
Is there something you and I can do?  If so, what is it? 

 
• The Good Samaritan had to cross over to the other side of the 

street to demonstrate his love.  What do we have to cross over 
to demonstrate our love and friendship to those who may be 
different from us?  Will you and I do it?  


