
December 2022

The season of Advent is here, which means we are 

celebrating the arrival of our Savior! Just over 2000 years 

ago Jesus was born into the world he created, and He 

lived a life of perfect love. God entered our darkness 

and made a way for us to carry his Light. In the midst 

of deep darkness, the Light of the world entered in to 

shine upon us! And now that Light shines within us, just 

as it did for Mary, Joseph, and the Shepherds. The light 

of God’s love is for everyone! No matter who you are 

or what you are facing, you are not alone – God is with 

you, you are loved, and there is still joy waiting for you 

this season. As Aldersgate celebrates the true meaning 

of Christmas, we invite you to come and experience the 

hope, peace, joy, and love which Christ brings. The Light 

of life that dawned 2000 years ago is rising upon us once 

more. Through the birth of a child, love is being born in 

our hearts today.

Sunday Advent Series 
Each Sunday beginning November 27th through 

December 25th online & in-person.

Christmas Cantata 
December 17th at 7PM & December 18th at 10:30AM 

in the Sanctuary. 

The Longest Night 
December 20th at 7PM in the Sanctuary.

Sounds of Christmas 
December 23rd at 7PM in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve 
7PM Contemporary Service & 9PM Traditional 

Service.

Christmas Day 
Combined Service at 10AM in the Sanctuary.

New Year’s Day 
Combined Service at 10AM in the Fellowship Hall.

ADVENT SEASON AT ALDERSGATE

All things renewed through Christ

Austin White
Assisting Pastor



Hope: A Light Has 
Dawned
November 27 
Pastor Austin White 
The reality is, there is darkness in 
our world. Every day we can see 
it and feel it, and many days we 
must face it, but scripture tells 
us of a Light which has dawned 
upon this land of deep darkness. 
What is that Light? And how 
can we begin to see it dawning 
in our lives once more? When 
we let this Light into our hearts, 
hope is born in our lives.

 
Peace: Mary’s Faith
December 4th 
Pastor Dale Hippensteel 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, faced 
many hardships and so much 
was weighing on her during 
her pregnancy. However, the 

real story of Mary’s life was 
how blessed she was and how 
much she treasured this gift of 
her pregnancy. Despite what 
she faced, she took joy in being 
chosen by God. While Jesus was 
dwelling inside of her (literally), 
she felt peace about what was 
happening and embraced the 

joy of carrying Jesus.

 
Joy: Joseph’s Faith
December 11th 
Pastor Dale Parker 
We can rejoice because God be-
came one of us and God is with 
us! The title of Emmanuel gave 
Joseph the courage he needed 
to carry out his marriage with 
Mary and raise Jesus as his own. 
Despite our weary world, Jesus 
as Emmanuel offers us the same 
courage to live as faithful and 

joyful followers of Christ. 
 

Love: Shepards’ Faith 
December 18th 
Pastor Dale Parker 
When looking at our lives and 
the state of our world, there is 
much to be afraid of, and the 
circumstances we face can 
cause us to be weary, but we 
must have faith that God is with 
us. Only the love of God can 
bring the peace we need to re-
joice in these days. Just like the 
shepherds, our task is to hear 
well, make peace, fear not, and 
behold the Christ Child.

This season we will be finding joy in the true story of Christ-
mas. The events surrounding the birth of Jesus illuminate 
the Bible’s message of salvation in the promised Messiah. 
Because of Jesus, we can have hope for our lives today. 

How to Join Us 
Looking to join us this Advent Season for worship? Wether you are online or in-person, we offer a 

variety of ways and times for you to join us. Visit AldersgateYork.com/visit for information.

The Weary World Rejoices

Advent Season 
Understanding Our Advent Services at 

Aldersgate Church

Christmas Cantata - Everlasting Light: The Promise 
of Christmas 
Aldersgate’s Cantata Choir and Instrumental Ensemble comes togeth-
er for another powerful Christmas performance this year with beau-
tiful music from Everlasting Light: The Promise of Christmas. You can 
enjoy this moving Christmas Cantata at two different times, or be sure 
to see it twice. The first performance will be on Saturday, December 
17th at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary with a prelude of Special Music begin-
ning at 7pm. Following the service there will be an Ice Cream Social in 
Fellowship Hall. The second performance will be on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18th at 10:30am in the Sanctuary with a prelude of Special Music 
beginning at 10am. Be sure to come early so that you have a seat for 
the beautiful music as we celebrate Christ, the Everlasting Light!

 
The Longest Night - a Gathering for Reflection and 
Worship 
This is not your typical Blue Christmas service. Whether you are facing 
grief, or you are simply looking to step away from the busyness of the 
season, come to The Longest Night and enjoy a contemplative Christ-
mas. Throughout the service there will be beautiful music with piano, 
cello, and guitar, meaningful scriptures, and opportunities to move 
about the sanctuary and dwell in God’s presence. During this time, 
we will seek God’s Light in our lives – a Light which shines even in the 
darkest time of the year. This service will be held on Tuesday,  
December 20th at 7PM.



Advent Services Cont.

Sounds of Christmas 
An Evening of Christmas Music 
Feat. David Jones &amp; Vanessa Trauger, Friday, December 23rd at 
7pm. Come enjoy some lovely seasonal music from Vanessa Trauger 
(soprano) and David Jones (piano) on the Eve of Christmas Eve.  
Following this free performance there will be a time of fellowship with-
free hot chocolate! This time will be sure to warm your heart.  
 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Finally, the waiting is over and our Savior has arrived. Our God has 
entered this “weary world” to bring us joy! Join us for a Christmas Eve 
Celebration at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall (Contemporary Worship) 
or 9pm in the Sanctuary (Traditional Worship) 

 
Christmas Day  
A Morning of Story & Carols 
Come sing some of your favorite carols on Christmas morning and 
hear God’s story retold through scripture lessons. This service will 
beheld in-person only on Sunday, December 25th at 10AM in the 
Sanctuary.

New Year’s Day 
Combined Worship Service 
Continuing with the Christmas Season, on January 1st we will be  
celebrating Epiphany Sunday, or Three Kings Sunday, when we  
remember the coming of the Magi to visit Jesus. Come reflect on the 
New Year and seek God’s renewal in your life. This service will be held 
on Sunday, January 1st at 10AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Find Us at AldersgateYork.com 
Thanks to our awesome technology team at 
Aldersgate Church, watching our services online is 
easier than ever! 

Visit AldersgateYork.com and find the service you 
are looking for and follow the links to our streaming 
YouTube channel.

Joining Us Online?

And lead us not unto temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
We all recognize it is the most well-known 
prayer of all times and world-wide. But it is more 
than that. 

It is an important part of the foundation of our 
Christian faith, an anchor and refuge. We use it 
to begin prayers, end prayers, and sometimes 
as the only prayer when all other words fail us. It 
could be said that we take it for granted, that it 
becomes a “rote” prayer, meaning the words are 
said without remembering the meaning behind 
them. 

And lead us not unto temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
We are tempted by Satan every day. Because 
God gives us the freedom to make our own 
choices, we can go to Him for guidance. We al-
ways want to make choices that will honor God.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.
God is our King! He has power over everyone 
and everything.  We praise Him for the gift of 

our amazing creation and His Son. 

Amen
This word we say at the end of all prayers. But 
what does it really mean?  It is to agree with 
what has been said – so be it.  

Bible references used are James 1:13, I Cor 10:13  
and Gal 5:19-21.

Submitted by Karen Conrad, Prayer Ministry Team Member

The Lord’s Prayer  
Part III

Want to Learn More About Our Prayer 
Ministry Team at Aldersgate?

The Prayer Ministry Team at is comprised of 

individuals who are dedicated to both praying 

for the needs of our congregation and providing 

resources for our church family to use during 

their personal prayer time. 

Contact Jan Bowden  

(jan.bowden@aldersgateyork.com) for more!



A Special Thank You To All That 
Helped These Past Few Months

Thank you to ALL that helped these past few months with Wonderful 
Wednesdays.  A special thanks to Linda Jacob, Bob Witmyer, Barry 
Barbush, Linda “Stu” Rambo for helping cook the wonderful meals and 
those that helped set up.  Another big group to thank is the Clean Up 
Crew which is Sharon Whitmore, Bil Bowden, Andy Miller, and I’m sure 
several others.  Also, thanks go out to the leaders of the classes, Nick 
Curry, (Conversations on Race and Faith) Kevin & MaryLynn Hoffman 
(Vertical Marriage), Denny Cathcart, Jeff Lewis, and Jerry Bowman (The 
Holy Who). (If I didn’t mention your name, please forgive me.)

We are looking for someone to step up and lead Wonderful Wednes-
days for next year.  It has been my pleasure to organize this, but I am 
stepping down.  I would be willing to help someone who would like to 
lead and organize for 2023. If God has placed this on your heart to lead, 
please let me know and I will walk beside you and help you in 2023.

O Come, Let us Adore Him,  
Christ the Lord! 
The season of Advent has begun and we pre-
pare once again to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. There are many 
opportunities during Advent for you to hear the 
timeless story and be drawn into the celebra-
tion of Immanuel - God with Us. Let your heart 
be blessed.

I don’t know about you, but I find it hard to 
believe that we are in the last month of the year 
2022!  This year has gone by too quickly, but we 
can look back and savor all the wonderful expe-
riences our Aldersgate community has shared: 
Inspiring worship services led by our wonderful 
musicians; Blooming Connections; Easter egg 
hunt & fun for children, That wonderful com-
bined worship experience and church picnic 
with Blessed Generation Church in September; 
A lively, beachy Vacation Bible School; Our 
growing Preschool; Lots of interesting study 
groups for women and men; Women in Mis-
sion’s outreach to those unable to attend wor-
ship; Awesome youth events and opportunities 
for spiritual growth; Trunk or Treat, A thriving 
prayer ministry; Missions outreach including 

the recent Flood Bucket project; Craft & Gift 
Show bringing in folks from our community; 
and the upcoming special music and services 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  And don’t 
forget the impact of our wonderful staff visiting 
and sharing with members and newcomers 
alike.  Blessings abound if your hearts and eyes 
are open!   As Jangy often says, “May the Lord 
take His glory!”

During this past month, we have said our good-
byes to a few more of our long-time members: 
Phyllis Koons, widow of former organist Bill 
Koons, passed to her eternal home November 
5th.  I’ll always remember Phyllis with that sweet 
smile on her face and her gentle spirit.  Also 
entering eternal life on November 5th was Mar-
garet Steele, who was our assistant organist for 
many years. She was an excellent pianist as well.  
Margaret was a calm and gentle soul whose 
care for her family, particularly her grandchil-
dren, was renowned.  

May you experience anew the wonder of that 
first Christmas and the way God chose to save 
His people through the birth of His Son.  Take 
some time each day to read, ponder the proph-
esy, pray for understanding  and celebrate the 
coming of the Savior of the world. 

Russell Etter 
1772 Stone Hill Drive, York, PA 17402

Celebrating December Birthdays
5th

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Shoebox 
ministry through Samaritan Purse.

The grand total was 75 boxes! Many children will be so excited 
to receive these as well as a message especially about Jesus.

75 Total Shoeboxes

Submitted by Sherry Smith, Membership & Financial Secretary

Membership Musings
John Funk 
172 Lehman Drive, York, PA 17403  

11th

Richard Julian 
2964 Harford Circle, York, PA 17403

7th

Harry Shermeyer 
1719 San Gabriel Drive, York, PA 17406

14th

Sara Atkinson 
829 Clearmount, York, PA 17403  

15th Ken Walton 
345 Dew Drop Road, York, PA 17403

26th

Joe Brillhart 
1566 Owen Road, York, PA 17403  

27th Karen Julian 
2964 Harford Circle, York, PA 17403

30th

Submitted by Jan Bowden, jan.bowden@aldersgateyork.com

Submitted by Dianne Deibler 



A Weekend
to Remember

Marriage is a lifelong adventure of growing 

together through every age and stage of life. 

The happiest couples are those who commit 

to learning skills that help them weather 

difficult seasons and deal confidently with 

relationship challenges. It’s your turn to make 

a great marriage happen.

Couples attend Weekend to Remember 

because they’re ready to invest in their 

marriage and intentionally move towards 

oneness. We help you understand God’s 

blueprint for marriage so you can create a 

legacy of greatness. Our attendees say their 

relationships improved on average from a 

4/10 to an 8/10 after one weekend. 

Financial Update

by FamilyLife

Held at the Hershey Lodge 

February 10-12, 2023

Save $100 Per Couple 
Save today by using our group name: 

AldersgateYork and register today at  

WeekendtoRemember.com or by calling 

1-800-358-6329.

Want to Learn More? 
Contact Kevin & Mary Lynn Hoffman at  

(717) 887-0313.

Greetings to all of you beautiful sisters in Christ! 

As several experienced and many have seen and 
heard, a wonderful, spiritual experience was had 
by those who attended the Women’s Conference 
in Lancaster in October. We have reserved 50 
tickets for next years’ event, being held Septem-
ber 29 and 30, 2023, at the Spooky Nook Sports 
Complex near Mt. Joy, PA.

The tickets are $59.00/person, non-refundable.  
Some have already reserved their tickets! We 
have also placed a room block for 15 rooms at 
the Hampton Inn and Suites, 2301 Strickler Road, 
Mt. Joy, PA for those who would wish to spend 
the night.  (You do not need to stay overnight to 
attend the conference.)  If you would like to pur-
chase tickets/reserve a room, please contact Jan 
Bowden.  She has the information needed for the 
room block when you reserve your room with the 
Hampton Inn and can add your name to the list.

The theme for the conference next year is “Abide 
in me”, based on the scripture from John 15:5.  
More information is provided on the Extraordi-
nary Women’s website, http://www.ewomen.net.

Moving Into 2023
For 2023, we will be trying some new ways where 
ALL of the women of the church can come to-
gether to grow in your relationship with God and 
with each other during times of fellowship and 
Bible Study.  Please watch in the new year for 
more information.  

We look forward to a NEW year, loving God and 
each other! We pray you will all find time this 
Christmas season to meditate and truly experi-
ence the meaning and joy of what our Saviors 
birth means.  Merry Christmas!

Submitted by Robin Hoffman

Grow in Grace

Mark Your Calendars - 9.29-9.30.2023

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Jan Bowden  

(jan.bowden@aldersgateyork.com) for more!

We ended October with an improvement in our 
deficit over September, which dropped from ap-
proximately $87,000 to $80,000. October giving 

was at $72,000, which was above our average 
for the year of $64,300. Our expenses for the 
month were lower than average at $64,000. 

The people of Aldersgate Church received a 
letter in September about our deficit, and they 
clearly responded. The hope and prayer was to 
maintain our deficit at the current level, and we 
have done that. I am so grateful for the gener-

ous hearts of our congregation. 

We pray to our Heavenly Father that we contin-
ue to close the year with some upward momen-

tum. It is clear that our congregation is very 
grateful for all the blessings God bestows upon 

them each day. Let us continue to pray to for His 
provision. 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me 
with questions at: ryanjwilt@gmail.com or  

717-515-8957.

Submitted by Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair



Fasting & Prayer 
Understanding This Spiritual Discipline

Matthew 6:17-18

Fasting is a spiritual discipline that is taught in the Bible. Jesus expected His 
followers to fast, and He said that God rewards fasting. Fasting, according to the 
Bible, means to voluntarily reduce or eliminate your intake of food for a specific 
time and purpose. 

Ok, this makes some sense.  Usually fasting is about staying away from food.  
During this this time (mealtime) you can focus on God in prayer, Bible reading, 
doing a Bible study or doing a service to others project.  So, at breakfast time, 
you spend an extra 15 to 30 minutes just talking with God about what’s on your 
heart. Maybe then at lunch you volunteer to help sort clothing at the thrift store 
or help weed the church flower gardens. At dinner time, you spend an hour 
reading the Bible or leading your kids in Bible study – reviewing their last Sun-
day’s lesson.

That sounds do-able.  BUT you health dictates a regular intake of food.  And for 
many this is the case. But you can still fast. Look at the list below to find other 
ways you can fast.  God’s not asking you risk your health; He want you to focus 
on Him just a little more.  Try one of these to fast for 1 day or maybe 1 week.

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 

face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but 

by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you.

Submitted by Jan Bowden, jan.bowden@aldersgateyork.com

Stop using your phone during dinner and lunch and do a family Bible devotion instead

Avoid video games for 1 week – Read the Bible

No Coffee for 1 day – and instead spend some time singing praise songs!

Stop gossiping and start praising more!

Give up your favorite snacks for 1 day and donate an hour or two to a local shelter doing what they 
need done

Write a letter of gratitude to your parents, family member, or someone special

No shopping for 1 week (except for necessities) – Donate to one of missions at church

Bottled water – buy that big cup and fill it with water also drink in God’s glorious creation

Give up social media for 1 week – taking this time to read your Bible

Turn off TV and talk with your spouse or children 30 -60 minutes before bedtime

Clean out the junk drawer or closet – put away or throw away – Pray as you do this

Speeding – oh my, this one hits me hard - 35mph means 35! – Thank God for your safe travels 

Pack your lunch for 1 week – you’ll be amazed how much money you save and then put in the  
offering basket on Sunday

Stop watching the news for 1 week – the world can get along without you for a week - 
Pray for missionaries and people in your community

Talk to someone you need to offer forgiveness and forgive yourself

We often hear about fasting and the results for spending more time with God.  You can do this.  
Afterwards you’ll be surprised how some things change. You might be closer to God, your family, or 
maybe find you have established a new habit. Celebrate that God loves you and you have  
accomplished this spiritual discipline.  Maybe do this weekly?



Time of DiscernmentWords of
Appreciation

The Barbara A. Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship, a part 
of the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, is awarded annual-
ly to  Aldersgate members of our congregation who have 
been active participants in our youth program and/or the 
activities of our church.  Students who will be enrolling/are 
enrolled in any two year or four year college, university, or 
technical school who have been Aldersgate members for at 
least 2 years are eligible to apply for these annual awards.

For an application, please contact Karon Sallade (sallade1@msn.
com or 843-2781) or Miranda Moland. Deadline for completed 
applications is April 15, 2023.

Persons interested in supporting our youth and expanding this 
Scholarship Fund can make contributions to the Gable Schol-
arship Fund in the form of gifts of money or assets in honor of 
or in memory of family, friends, or other special people in their 
lives.  Perhaps even more important for our fund’s long term 
future, are commitments through life insurance, wills, trusts, 
and estates.  However, all gifts are important and welcome - 
large and small, unrestricted or designated, current or  
deferred.

Aldersgate family - 

Many thanks to all who sent 
cards, made phone calls and 
visits, and brought food to the 
Julian home during the last few 
months.  All were enjoyed and 
appreciated.

Most of all the love and prayers 
that accompanied them bless-
ed us every day.  We see God at 
work in many ways.

Karen and Dick Julian

Attention 2023 
Seniors & Students

Thank you for the prayers, phone 
calls, cards, food, and offers to 
help me with rides and errands 
since my hip replacement 
surgery.  I am so blessed to be 
a part of this wonderful, caring, 
loving church.

Mary Ann Neff

Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and engagement as we seek God’s will for Aldersgate.  
The church is currently in a period of discernment regarding our future affiliation with the United 
Methodist Denomination.  This time of discernment is focused on prayer, Bible study/personal reflec-
tion and discussion as we seek to understand God’s direction for His church on Tyler Run Road (that’s 
us!).

As we continue on this journey, there will be additional opportunities for discussion and sharing of 
information.  In December, there will be small-group meeting opportunities to allow for questions and 
open discussion.  A focused time of prayer and fasting will be coordinated for early January.  There will 
also be additional congregational meetings in January, leading up to the special church conference on 
January 23rd.

Please continue to be Aldersgate as we “discern” and seek God’s will for our future.  The next few 
weeks will include opportunities to serve those in need – locally and outside of our community.  There 
will also be opportunities for worship, Christian discipleship and welcoming guests to our church.

Praying During This Period of Discernment - The Future of Aldersgate 
Recently at our discussion meetings about the future of Aldersgate, someone made the statement 
that we all should be praying about the future of Aldersgate.  And we, the Discernment Team and the 
Prayer Ministry Team, agree.  We all should be asking God to make our future to be His will and show 
us how to do “Aldersgate” so that we glorify Him.  So, we need to pray together.  Below is a schedule 
that the Prayer Ministry Team put together so we all can take part in our prayer plan

On Wednesdays in December and January, we are asking you to Fast (abstain from something) for 
4 hours.  During this 4-hour period, you should spend some time in prayer and focus on God, His 
will for Aldersgate and our path forward. 

Bell Shelter Christmas Tree 
This Christmas, Aldersgate will be collecting funds for Bell Social-
ization in York, PA. Bell Socialization Service’s offers shelter, train-
sitional housing, and rentl assistance to the community. Find our 
giving tree in the lobby to contribute!



On January 13, we are asking for you to take a 30-minute period and pray.  Anytime of the day or 
evening pray for God to show you the future of Aldersgate.  

Next, we want to pray for God to direct us and as we spend more time in prayer.  We will have a 
signup board in the West Lobby for you to come to the church to pray on January 20 or Jan 21.

We will be signing up for a 30-minute increment from 6am to 10pm for prayer here at church 
on Jan 20th and also Jan 21st from 6a to noon.  

There will be some evenings we will have the church open to pray in January and we will tell you 
about those dates in January.

Your prayers and asking God to help us look at God’s church and how we can make the future of 
Aldersgate to focus on God and to glorify His name.

December 7, 14, 21, 28 and January 4, 11, 18 – Days for 4-hour fasting and prayer.

January 13 – 30-minute period of prayer during the day.

January 20 & 21 – Prayer Vigil – signup for 30 minutes of prayer (Friday 6a to 10pm and Saturday 
6am to noon.) 

We thank you for participating with us to pray and discern the glorious future God is planning for 
Aldersgate.

.

December Needs at The WELL

The WELL was created by the Susquehanna Conference of the 
United Methodist Church to provide items to persons/families 
in emergency need.

This December we’ll be collecting:

- Canned fruit & vegetables

For more information, please contact the church office.

Membership Classes are Forming at Aldersgate Church 
Anyone wishing to become a new member to Aldersgate Church, please contact the church office.
Classes are forming and will likely be held on Wednesday nights. More details to come!

Discernment Cont.



Our Team
The Leadership of Aldersgate Church 
Harvey Elder, Resource Ministry Team Chair 

Beth Duval, Resource Ministry Team Vice Chair 

Linda Jacob, Trustees Chair 

Jeff Kuhn, Trustees Vice Chair 

Randy Campbell, Staff-Parish Relations Chair 

Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair 

Kent Springman, Endowment Chair 

Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair 

Keith Murr, Technology Team Chair 

Jan Bowden, Nominations & Leadership  

            Development Vice Chair 

Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader 

Kevin Hoffman, Co-Lay Leader

Pastoral Staff 
Rev Dale Parker, Lead Pastor 

Austin White, Assisting Pastor

Ministry Staff 
Jangy Koimene, Congregational Care Admin 

Miranda Moland, Youth - Young Adults - Special 

     Blessings Coordinator 

Lisa Murr, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director 

Chris Schaeberle, Preschool Teacher 

Tami Parker, Preschool Teacher

Worship Staff 
Jim Young, Choir Director

Operations Staff 
Ashlynn Corrigan, Facilities Manager 

Sherry Smith, Membership & Financial Sec. 

Jennifer Rager, Financial Administrator 

Fernando Martinez, Custodian 

Bill Illyes, Sexton

Dale Parker 
Dale.Parker@AldersgateYork.com

Austin White 
Austin.White@AldersgateYork.com

Miranda Moland 
Miranda.Moland@AldersgateYork.com

Lisa Murr 
Lisa.Murr@AldersgateYork.com

Lynne Ciepiela 
Lynne.Ciepiela@AldersgateYork.com

Chris Schaeberle 
Chris.Schaeberle@AldersgateYork.com

Sherry Smith 
Sherry.Smith@AldersgateYork.com

Jangy Koimene 
Jangy.Koimene@AldersgateYork.com

Jennifer Regar 
Jennifer.Rager@AldersgateYork.com

Ashlynn Corrigan 
Ashlynn.Corrigan@AldersgateYork.com



Christmas is always so magical and joyful when viewed through the eys of children! Of course, they are 
excited for a visit from Santa, but they are also so happy to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus. The pre-

schoolers will be learning about the best Christmas give ever given-our Savior Jesus!

They will also have a special visit from Santa before leaving school for the Christmas holiday.

Thank You! 
A BIG thank you to all who donated baked goods for our 
fundraiser. We made $1,000!

This money will go towards Amazing Adventures Preschool to 
help cover our operating budget and scholarships.

An Update from the Amazing Adventures  
Preschool at Aldersgate Church

Our Four-Year-Old Preschoolers 
had a great trip visiting the Indian 
Steps Museum to learn about 
Native Americans.

Four-Year-Old Class prepares 
for their Thanksgiving Feast!

The Three-Year-Old Class had a 
Friendsgiving Celebration. They 

came dressed at turkeys!

Pilgrim Parker tried to catch a big 
turkey to cook for Thanksgiving! 

Happily no turkeys were harmed at 
this celebration!

With a Grateful Heart!

As we start focusing on our preparations for the 
Advent season, welcoming the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, I would like to reflect on how grateful 
we can be for our Missions Team and the dona-
tions we receive from you, the congregation, to 
support our Mission Projects!

 Jackson School is still closed to volunteers 
coming into the building, however, we can still 
support the school, administration and students 
by our prayers and our “outside” involvement.

In October, the Assistant Principal, Dr. Jones, 
contacted me regarding a Fall Fest they were 
holding for the students at the school asking 
us for some financial assistance in purchasing 
some equipment. The request came for an 
industrial grade popcorn machine, ice shaving 
machine, and a cotton candy machine. 

I thought the Missions Team would purchase 
one of the items, but the result was an unani-
mous vote for all three items to be purchased.  
This is a long lasting gift to the school that will 
be used for many events. 

What excitement from the students as most 
have not had access to such a treat!  I am so 
extremely grateful to the congregation and the 
Missions Team for the strong support you give 

for Jackson School.  It may seem as if we aren’t 
doing anything as we wait to have access to 
the building, but there is so much behind the 
scenes that is being done.  December 1st we will 
be making our fruit baskets again for all of the 
staff at the school, delivering them the same 
day.  Also, during the month of December and 
January, we will be collecting coats of all sizes, 
from 5 through Adult medium for the students.  
This winter is to be colder than last, so hopefully 
we will be able to provide some warm jackets for 
the children when they walk to school.  

“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does God’s love abide in him?” 
1 John 3:17. 

Many blessings to you all this Christmas Season.  
My prayer is that each one of you will have time 
during the weeks of Advent to reflect and pray 
over the meaning of the coming of our Lord and 
how this amazing event has impacted your life.

Merry Christmas!

Submitted by Robin Hoffman

An Update from Jackson School



Reflecting on Advent, I am reminded that we are always to be in 
preparation for the coming of our Lord.  Just as we prepare our 
homes for the arrival of friends and family, we are to prepare for 
the arrival of Him.  Our hearts are to continually be in a state of a 
anticipation for Jesus’ arrival,  not only during the Advent season, 
but each and every day.

Christmas Quotes 
“Faith is salted and peppered through everything at Christmas.  And I love at least one night by 
the Christmas tree to sit and feel the quiet holiness of that time that’s set apart to celebrate lovely 
friendships and God’s gift of the Christ child.”  – Amy Grant

“The giving of gifts is not something man invented.  God started the giving spree when He gave a 
gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of His Son.”  - Robert Flatt 

“My idea of Christmas whether old-fashioned or modern is very simple:  loving others.  Come to 
think of it, why do we have to wait until Christmas?”  - Bob Hope

“Our hearts grow through childhood memories and love of kindred and we are better throughout 
the year for having in spirit, become a child again at Christmas.”   - Laura Ingalls Wilder

“For it is good to be children sometimes and never better than at Christmas when the mighty 
founder was a child himself.”  – Charles Dickens.

“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole world.”  - C.S. Lewis

“Christmas, my child, is love in action.  Every time we love, every time we give, it’s Christmas.”   
- Dale Evans

May you experience the true peace and joy of Advent and the coming of Christ every day!

What Happened to November?
November was such a busy month in the life of 
Aldersgate Church. It’s hard to believe just how 
quickly it came and went!

We kicked the month off with an awesome 
community Trunk-or-Treat event and then 
immediately jumpe into our newest series on 1st 
Corinthians, Conviction & Compassion.

Our mission teams at the church also saw a 
busy November with the Christmas Craft & Gift 
sale hosted by the Women in Mission and a 
variety of talented local craft vendors. This years 
craft show raised nearly $3000 for missions 
and also $1000 from the bake sale that will go 
to operations cost of the Amazing Adventures 
Preschool.

This month we also collected materials for flood 
buckets that will be distributed to Mission Cen-
tral and onto areas in need from recent flooding 
and disaster - as a church, we filled nearly 20 
buckets with continued plans to send another 
round of collections in the near future.

Thanks to your genorisity and love for Jesus 
- Aldersgate Church also filled 75 shoe boxes 
for the Samaritain’s Purse program that will 
be distributed to children across the world this 
Christmas Season.

It’s been busy around the church this fall,  
but we are so blessed!

A Busy Fall Season Senior Ministry 
Advent is a Time of Preparation. It is a Time When 
We Prepare Our Homes and Our Hearts for the 
Coming of Christ. We are surrounded by songs and 
traditions of this most blessed holiday – Christmas. 

December Senior Ministry Calendar
BOOK CLUB -  We will be meeting in The Gathering Place on Tuesday, December 20th at 1:00 

p.m. to enjoy tea and a presentation by Andrea Adams as she entertains us with her interpre-

tation of Elizabeth.  Please consider joining us for this special event.  Contact Julie Grothouse 

with any Questions.

PRAYER GROUP – Thursday, December 8th and 15th at 1:00 p.m. in The Gathering Place.  Our 

calendar is different this month.  We will be meeting the 2nd and 3rd Thursday of the month 

instead of the 2nd and 4th Thursday.  We are doing a study of Advent.  Call Jan Bowden with 

any questions.



December Senior Ministry Calendar

December at Aldersgate

Be Sure to Download the Church Center App for Calendar Updates 
Visit AldersgateYork.com/app for More Information



Regular Church Conference 
6:30PM at Bethlehem UMC in, Dallastown | December 12th, 2022 

Reviewing administrative reports required by the Susquehanna Conference of the UMC: Trustee, Fi-
nance, Staff Parish Relations Committee, Church Council (MRT), Lay Leadership, Lay Members, Lay 
Speakers, Lay Servants; plus reviewing the mission of Aldersgate Church. Everyone is invited.  Only 
members can  vote.

Special Church Conference 
6:30PM in the Fellowship Hall at Aldersgate Church | January 23rd, 2023 

Voting yes or no to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.

Christmas 
Friday, December 23rd  Office Open Until 12 
Saturday, December 24th Office Closed - Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Sunday, December 25th  Office Closed - Combined Worship Service 
Monday, December 26th  Office Closed 
Tuesday, December 27th  Office Closed 

New Years 
Saturday, December 31st  Office Closed 
Sunday, January 1st  Office Closed - Combined Worship Service 
Monday, January 2nd  Office Closed 

Have an Article or Announcement You’d Like in the Good Tidings?  
Submissions are Due by the 15th of Each Month.

Send an Email to... For the Following Reasons...

PrayerRequest@AldersgateYork.com To submit Prayer Requests/Praises to the Aldersgate 
Prayer Team. To be added to the email group who 
prays for requests submitted by our Aldersgate fami-
ly, please contact sherr.smith@AldersgateYork.com.

Communications@AldersgateYork.com Inform/advertise ministry updates, events, personal 
testimonials, praises, etc.

FacilityManager@AldersgateYork.com Calendar additions/cancellations, room requests, 
building repair/maintenance, volunteering to help 
building needs, vehicle usage.

TechTeam@AldersgateYork.com Direct contact with those who handle the technology 
of the church.

ChildrensMinistry@AldersgateYork.com Anything pertaining to The Amazing Adventures  
Children’s Ministr.y

Church Conferences 

Mark Your Calendar

Church Office Holiday Hours

All Things Are Renewed Through Christ 
Aldersgate Church stands as a tribute to the vision, faith, 
giving, and hard work of many people for nearly 140 years. 
We live in line with those who responded to God’s call to 
reach out to the community and the world with the love 
of Christ. Our task, then, is to seek God’s vision and desire 
for what the Aldersgate family is to be in the coming years, 
and to carry that vision forward, hand in hand with the 
coming generations.

In the end, the glory belongs to our God and to our Lord  
Jesus. It is God’s Church, and we praise God for the privi-
lege of being active in it for our short time here on earth!
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