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A Christmas to Remember
Pastor Dale Parker
Dale.parker@aldersgateyork.com

Christmas will be different this year due to travel restrictions, quarantines,
cancelations of Christmas traditions, digital Christmas Worship Services,
and not being able to see Grandma and Grandpa for the holiday. While we
may find this to be extremely disappointing, the true meaning of Christmas
continues. With all the traditions of Christmas set aside, we have an
opportunity before us to experience a true “silent night” with the Christ
Child. Could it even be closer to the one Mary and Joseph may have
experienced?
Consider this, Mary and Joseph were miles away home, could not find a
place to stay, rested in a stable with no relatives near by, no friends, and no
deck the halls. They simply pondered on the wonders of God’s love through
the gift and arrival of His Son, Jesus. May we do the same as we open our
hearts even more so to allow the Holy Spirit to make this Christmas a
Christmas to remember as we...

 ...intentionally choose to reflect upon the words of our favorite Christmas
carols.

 ...read, and heed, the truth within the scriptures pointing us to Jesus. Not
just to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus; but greater still, to celebrate the
time in which King Jesus will return and welcome us home.

 ...reflect upon the mystery and life-changing reality of the incarnation.

Yes, Christmas will be different. But it does not need to be any less
meaningful. If anything, remember, we worship a God who desires to make
this Christmas even more meaningful than we could have every hoped or
imagined it could be. May we look with great anticipation of ways in which
we will be able to testify to others, how this Covid-19 Christmas was like no
other. Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
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~ All Things Renewed Through Christ ~

Many thanks to the Aldersgate family for the support we
received during my recent back surgery. Cards, calls,
visits, food, and prayers helped me to deal with the
recovery process. It is such a good feeling to be part of
the Aldersgate family.
Sincerely,
Suzy Hershey

I would like to thank all my friends at Aldersgate for
the wonderful card shower I received for my 90th
birthday. Special thanks to the Preschool for the
birthday book they made for me.
I am getting settled in my new home and I am looking
forward to when these coronavirus restrictions will be
gone and I can come back to church.
Dot McDonald
2

Contemporary Service
Fellowship Hall
7PM

Traditional Service
Sanctuary
9PM

In-Person and Live Streamed
In-Person Worship Attendees
 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
 Pre-Registration OPENS - Thursday, December 17th
 Pre-Register at www.aldersgateyork.com
 If you need assistance with Pre-Registration, please call the Church Office.

 MASKS ARE REQUIRED to be worn at all times during In-Person Worship.
 Childcare will not be available.
 Social Distance by allowing 3 seating spaces between families.
 Use every row in the Fellowship Hall.
 Use every other pew in the Sanctuary.

For virtual worship, please use the link on our website www.aldersgateyork.com.
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Blessings Abound

Submitted By: Harvey Elder
Ministry Resource Team, Chairperson
hkelder@comcast.net

We are thankful for the many blessings of 2020. While the world has been disrupted, God has remained
faithful and true to His people. Although 2020 was not the year that we planned for or expected, it was filled
with God’s blessings and amazing work through the people and ministries of Aldersgate Church. As we
journey through Advent, we look to the Christ-child for renewed hope for this world.
As we continue to pray and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are filled with hope for 2021. The Vision
shared at Church Council for 2021 is “All things renewed through Christ.” We are witnessing God’s renewal
of Aldersgate and we are planning for a renewed impact in our neighborhood and community.
Please continue to pray for Aldersgate Church and the difference we can make for Christ in the world. God’s
faithfulness and timing are perfect. In obedience and service, we look forward to how God will use Aldersgate
to further His Kingdom in 2021.

Use the link on our web-site to view this LIVE STREAM ONLY Christmas Event.
Recorded on Wednesday, December 16th

Following the hit recordings, The Sounds of the Sanctuary I and II, comes The Sounds of
Christmas with all the beautiful sounds this season has to offer.

Audio CDs of this special recording will be available in the Church Office.
Email your request for a copy of the CD to
Techteam@aldersgateyork.com or call the Church Office.
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2020 Aldersgate POINSETTIAS and WREATHS Sponsorships
Placed in Loving Memory in Fellowship Hall:
 Norma Gilbert, by her husband, Ray (1)
 Dan’s grandparents, by Dan and Kristyn Landis (1)
 Kristyn’s father, Brian Deibler, by Kristyn and Dan Landis (1)
 Derek, Donnie and Nick, by Linda and Harold Jacob and family (3)
Placed in Honor in Fellowship Hall
 Our children, Zachary and Lindsay by Keith and Lisa Murr (2)
Placed in Honor in the Sanctuary:
 The Sanctuary Choir, by Jane and Jim Young (1)
 Our daughter, Catherine McLaughlin, and family, by Jane and Jim Young (1)
Placed in Loving Memory in the Sanctuary:
 Douglas Etter, by Russel Etter (1)
 Suzanne Etter, by Russel Etter (1)
 William and Fae Shirey, by Linda Etter (1)
 Robert Feeser by Linda Etter (1)
 Our parents, Lois & George Baum, by Gregory Baum, Vicki Mihm and Kevin Baum (2)
 Our brothers, Todd E. Baum and David B. Baum, by Gregory Baum, Vicki Mihm and Kevin
Baum (2)
 My mother, Mary Soper, by Jeff Meyers (1)
 Jane and Jesse Schaefer, by Jane and Jim Young (1)
 Grace and Jim Young, by Jane and Jim Young (1)
 Our parents, Margaret and Lester Smith and Evelyn Miller, by Sherry and Jim Smith (2)
 William Klinger, by Leigh Garber (1)
 My mother and father, Mary and Woody Conway, Sr., by Woody Conway (1)
 Clare C. Clark, by Dot, Marell and Leah (1)
Donations to York County Food Bank in lieu of flowers
 In Honor of our children and grandchildren, Emily and Kevin and children; Jonathan and
Jessica and children; Katie and Drew and children
 In Loving Memory of our parents, Willard and Louise Hoffman and Dale and Thelma Long, by
Dave and Robin Hoffman
 In loving memory of Ackie by Sara Atkinson and family

Exterior Door Wreaths
 In Honor of David Jones and his gift of amazing music and worship coordination these past
few years (1)
 In Loving Memory of our parents, Harold and Vera Deckman Leiphart, and our husbands,
George Bohnlein and William R. Koons, by Carol Bohnlein and Phyllis Koons (3)
 In Loving Memory of Grace and Jim Young, by Jane and Jim Young (1)
 In Honor of the boys who worked in rebuilding Fellowship Hall, by Pat and Bob Davis (5)
 In Loving Memory of our parents, by Betsy and Terry Allison (1)
 By David and Angela Jones (1)
 In Loving Memory of Lori Miller, by Dot McDonald (1)
West Entrance Tree
 Woodland Tree decorated by George and Cheryl Hummel in honor of their children and
grands.
Sanctuary Door Arrangements
 In loving memory of Clare C. Clark, by Dot, Marell and Leah.
West Entrance Display Case
 Nativities from around the globe, shared by Becky May.
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9-Dec
10-Dec
11-Dec
12-Dec
13-Dec (Sunday)
14-Dec
15-Dec
16-Dec
17-Dec
18-Dec
19-Dec
20-Dec (Sunday)
21-Dec
22-Dec
23-Dec
24-Dec (Christmas Eve)
25-Dec
26-Dec
27-Dec (Sunday)
28-Dec
29-Dec
30-Dec
31-Dec
1-Jan
2-Jan

Daily Scripture Reading
by Rev. Olu Brown

29-Nov (Sunday)
30-Nov
1-Dec
2-Dec
3-Dec
4-Dec
5-Dec
6-Dec (Sunday)
7-Dec
8-Dec

Isaiah 9:1-7
Isaiah 40:21-31
John 14:1-14
Rev. 21:10-14, 21
Isaiah 6:1-8
Isaiah 53:5-10
Hebrews 11:1-3, 39-40
Micah 5:2, Isaiah 61:1-2
Matthew 2:1-12
Luke 2:4

Isaiah 53:1-5
John 4:21-26
Luke 4:14-21
Luke 23:32-34a
Luke 2:8-11
Luke 2:10-11
Luke 1:5-25
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:39-45
Luke 1:46-56
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Matthew 1:23
Isaiah 7:1-9
Isaiah 8:7-10
Matthew 1:18-24
Luke 2:14 (1-20)
Matthew 2:13-18
Matthew 2:19-23
Luke 12:22-34
Jeremiah 29:11-14
Romans 5:1-5
Romans 5:6-11
Romans 15:1-6
Romans 15:7-13
Isaiah 43:19

Senior Birthdays for December and January

December Birthdays

January Birthdays

5th – Russell Etter - age 82
1772 Stone Hill Drive, York, PA 17402

1st – Charles Vernon – age 83
25 Maple Road, York, PA 17403

7th – Richard Julian - age 89
2964 Harford Circle, York, PA 17403
11th – John Funk - age 81
172 Lehman Drive, York, PA 17403

2nd -

Pat Davis - age 82
1160 Turnberry Lane, York, PA 17403

4th -

Louis Cookson – age 92
3649 Cimmeron Road, York, PA 17402

6th – Doris Slenker – age 88
1533 East Eleventh Avenue, York, PA 17402

14th – Harry Shermeyer - age 86
1719 San Gabriel Drive, York, PA 17406-1814

8th – Phyllis Bartels – age 87
208 Pine Court, York, PA 17408

15th – Sara Atkinson - age 80
829 Clearmount Road, York, PA 17403

12th – Dean Kreeger – age 86
3533 Shaffers Church Road, Seven Valleys,
PA 17360

26th – Ken Walton - age 90
345 Dew Drop Road, York, PA 17402

12th – Nancy Lewis – age 85
735 New Bridgeville Road, Wrightsville, PA
17368-8811

30th – Karen Julian - age 87
2964 Harford Circle, York, PA 17403

26th – Maynard “Skip” Church – age 82
22 Dolomite Drive, York, PA 17408
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Advent Prayers - Reflect on Jesus!
Submitted By: Jan Bowden
janbowden@yahoo.com

The word 'Advent' is Latin for "coming". Quite fitting, as the purpose of this season is to look forward to the
coming of Christ to Earth. It is a season focused on waiting. So, "Advent means something new is coming.
The dawn of a new and better era. This is really what the Christmas season is all about, isn’t it? It’s the
celebration of the ADVENT of a new era when God broke into time and space and entered our world."
Through prayer, we enter into God's presence and ask Him to prepare our hearts the way He
prepared all of history to receive the gift of His Son. Let us ask the Father to use this time during Advent to
cut away the distractions and make our lives a place of warmth and openness. The Advent prayer points
listed below were compiled to help make "room at the inn" of your heart this season. May you find it fruitful.

PRAY FOR...


























...attentiveness to what truly matters, without being distracted by trivial things.
...opportunities to learn something new regularly.
...discernment of how God would like us to set our priorities and the ability to focus on them
consistently to fulfill His purposes in our lives.
...the grace to be able to rest, become aware of God's presence, and enjoy it.
...strong relationships with other people in the bond of a loving community.
...peace in all situations, no matter what the circumstances.
...an enlivened imagination helping us contribute to the world in creative ways.
...freedom from all that burdens us - past mistakes, fears, destructive habits, hurts other people have
inflicted, and more.
...joy and a sense of humor.
...confidence in God's love for us and trust in His power to work things out for the best in our lives.
...a clear mind and the ability to clearly communicate to others what we value.
...purity so we can grow as a person and encounter God more fully.
...openness to the Holy Spirit's guidance.
...a genuine awareness of God's grace in our lives and the humility to extend grace to others.

...a passion to pursue justice.
...the caretakers of those stricken with illnesses.
...the First Responders, Police, and Medical Personnel.
...the Pastors, Church Staff and Leaders as they take us into a new year.
...world leaders and churches around the world that are preaching God’s Word.
...those who are in shelters and have “no place at the inn”.
...peace, as we move into a new year and new leadership.
...us to grow strong in God’s Word by studying His Word.
...families, that they may continue growing together in love
...our children, spouse, parents, siblings and neighbors.

PRAISE and THANK GOD...
For you are adopted into His family as His child!
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Introducing Matt Fahnestock,
Worship Arts Coordinator!

Spirit in my life. I am thankful for the spiritual
foundations I experienced growing up and for the
grace and forgiveness that only comes from God.

Submitted By: Matt Fahnestock
matt.fahnestock@aldersgateyork.com

My time at Messiah College was very formative in
my spiritual development and it was there, I sensed
a call to serve the local church, specifically in
worship. Music has always played a significant role
in my life, but it was at Messiah my scope of worship
was expanded to something that affects all of life.
The last several years have been spent studying
and learning helpful patterns of life worship from
people like Robert Webber, Constance Cherry, and
James K. A. Smith. About a year ago, I began
attending the Institute for Worship Studies, an online
program based in Jacksonville, FL, to obtain my
Masters in Worship Studies. Through this program I
have deepened and widened my own understanding
of God and have experienced the variety of ancient
and present-day expressions of worship that God’s
people have used to connect with God and with
each other.

Hello Aldersgate Church!

The road to
Aldersgate has
been long and
filled with life’s
challenges, but I
am thankful for
the Holy Spirit’s
guidance and for
the newness of
life
this
community has
already brought
to me. Andrea
and
I
look
forward
to
meeting all of
you and will do our best to learn your names and
faces, both with masks and without!

I am very excited to be stepping into this position!
My wife, Andrea, and I currently live in Lancaster,
PA, where we both grew up. We met while attending
Messiah College; my Degree is in Music and
Worship and hers is in Graphic Design.
I grew up in a small church in Manheim, PA. While
church was a regular part of my family’s weekly
routine, at the time, I had no idea the implications of
what I was doing. I was baptized when I was 11
years old. And again, at the time, I had no idea the
implications of what I was doing. I began leading
musical worship at the church as a teenager; and
yes, at the time, I had no idea the implications of
what I was doing.
I would characterize my spiritual growth as a youth
as being slow to recognize the work of the Holy

A special word of thanks to all
our faithful cookie bakers who
have responded so abundantly

over the past six months!
Your efforts and expressions of
love are greatly appreciated!
Angela Jones
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Introducing
Fernando Martinez,
Our New Custodian!

Submitted By: Fernando Martinez
Fernando.martinez@aldersgateyork.com

refreshed.
Over the course of the year, God
was working on me to become
more focused on ministries. I
decided to take a step back from
work and focus more on ministry.
On my last day of work, while
sitting with my wife, she asked if I
was relieved and all I could tell her
was I was going to miss
Aldersgate Church and the people
I had come to know.

My name is Fernando Martinez
and I am blessed with an amazing
wife of 16 years, Amanda, and
three wonderful daughters: Tegan
age 14, Tenley age 10, and Teala
age 6. As a family, we have
been growing in the Lord for the The following months I prayed
last 5 years.
about how I could pursue ministry
full time and still provide for my
When I first came to Aldersgate family. With lots of prayer God
Church about a year ago, I was opened a door I never thought
the Operations Manager for a was possible - a position opened
cleaning company and Aldersgate up at Aldersgate Church. While I
was one of the sites I managed. thought God was giving me an
One thing I found helpful in opportunity to provide for my
managing a site and having it run family, He was actually doing so
smoothly is to build a relationship much more by allowing me not
and have good communication only to build stronger relationships
with the clients. Aldersgate was with a new family here at
the first site where everything Aldersgate, but also allowing me
came easily. The staff, and even to grow together with people who
I truly feel blessed to be in
the volunteers that came through are on fire for God. And while this community with a Church who
the building, had an amazing Spirit is so amazing, I know God has has a heart for sharing the love
about them which made me something greater for not just
of Jesus.
excited to come to work at this myself, but for Aldersgate as a
site. When I left the building, I felt Church.

Are you seeking healing, hope, encouragement,
spiritual guidance, and peace?
Come to the Sanctuary for an intentional time of prayer.
Pastor Dale is available to offer anointing, if desired.

Every Tuesday
10-11AM
Contact Communications@aldersgateyork.com.

9

We have a Worship
Service for everyone!
In-Person and Live Streamed
9AM ~ Fellowship Hall
10:30AM ~ Sanctuary
To worship with us virtually, go to our
website at www.aldersgateyork.com
any day of the week!

In-Person Worship Attendees
 Masks are required to be worn at all times
during In-Person Worship.

 Childcare for children birth to age 2 will not
be available.
 Social Distance by allowing 3 seating
spaces between families.
 Use every row in the Fellowship Hall.
 Use every other pew in the Sanctuary.

Christmas celebrations will quite likely be different this
year. Families may not be able to gather as usual. Holiday parties
might happen on ZOOM. More shopping will be done on-line and
Submitted By: Karen Julian
kmjulian1@comcast.net or 717-767-4265 gifts delivered directly to recipients. Attendance at Church during
Advent and on Christmas Eve could be restricted. So, this might
be the year a card is the best way to convey your love and good wishes. If your gifting someone who
might not have access to cards and stamps, this might be an appropriate choice. Peace and joy to you
and yours.

SENIOR MINISTRY

Season's Greetings

(Taken from Alive Now, Nov/Dec 2004)

When you say "Merry Christmas," what comes to mind - a baby in a manger, a jolly Santa, a peaceful
Currier and Ives snowy landscape? The greeting cards we send at Christmas are a window onto our
hopes and values. They give us a way to connect with family and a small canvas onto which we can
sketch our image of what Christmas means most deeply to us.
Christmas cards have been around since the Victorian era. The earliest cards were designed to produce
smiles of delight. Some had little noisemakers inside that squeaked when pressed. Some were framed
with red fringe or features silly images of children or angels. Later, cards took on more serious religious
overtones.
Over the years Christmas cards have also reflected our larger cultural and political situation. During
wartime there were cards to support the troops or build up patriotic spirit. Abraham Lincoln had a card
designed for Union soldiers, and propagandists on both sides of World War II created cards designed to
demoralize solders away from home. If you send cards this year, you might pause to consider each card a
tangible prayer, a sign of peace for the healing of our world.
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COMMUNION is held on the First
Sunday of EVERY month.

Whether in person or virtually, all are welcome at the
Lord’s Table to take part in Communion with all the saints,
past, present and future; as we confess our sins before
God, forgive one another, and seek reconciliation as the
body of Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.
In-Person Communion
Prepackaged elements will be used for
Worship. (Gluten Free available.)

In-Person

Virtual Communion
To prepare for this time, please gather some bread
or crackers to symbolize the “Body” of Christ; and
any type of juice to symbolize the “Blood” of Christ.
(If you do not have juice, you may use water.)

What Greater Gift is there, but LIFE?
Submitted By: Jim Clark
Blood Drive Co-Chairperson or 717-424-2869

As we get closer to saying goodbye to another year and enter
the Christmas season, I reflect on many GOOD things which
happened in 2020. One of them was the participation (whether
donors were successful in donating, or not) in our September
Blood Donation Drive-In!
For those who participated, it is hard to believe it has already
been eight weeks since we all donated. Therefore, we are
eligible to donate again, or at least try to donate again.
Though we are not having a formal blood drive effort, we are
hopeful between now and December 25th, you will make
every effort to offer to donate your blood again. While many
organizations will be asking for monetary donations which are
much needed this season, what would be a better gift than,
literally, giving of yourself?
May you consider giving the GREATEST GIFT while
counting your blessings for 2020.
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Featured in the Display Case in the West Lobby until January.
Stop by to enjoy them before they are gone.
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS of
JACKSON SCHOOL STUDENTS listed below.
BOYS and GIRLS ~ ANY SIZE
~ SOCKS ~ BELTS ~ UNDERWEAR ~
HYGIENE ITEMS
~ SOAPS ~ DEODORANT ~ TOOTHPASTE ~
~ TOOTHBRUSHES ~ COMBS ~ SHAMPOO ~
~ FEMININE PADS ~ TAMPONS ~
Drop off donations in the West Lobby.
"...whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me."
Matthew 25:40

Jackson School

Submitted By: Robin Hoffman
robinh9257@yahoo.com or 717-873-2263

Looking back over the past several months, we
have seen friends, family, co-workers,
neighbors, etc., impacted by the COVID-19
Virus. Jackson School is no exception. They
have, in actuality, been closed since March
2020. All school learning, with the exception of
a few classes, have gone virtual. When I
reached out to the Administration in August, to
see if there were any specific needs they had at
the time, and if the very dedicated volunteers
would be needed; I was told they would not be
in session through at least the first marking
period. A few weeks later, I was contacted with
a list of needs which I immediately passed on to
the Aldersgate Family. Your response has been
overwhelming!!

IMMEDIATE NEEDS
~ Handi-Wipes
~ Snack Bags
~ Reusable Water Bottles
~ Clothespins
~ Fingernail/Toenail Clippers
~ Chapstick
~ 1 Subject Notebooks
~ Deodorant
~ Loose Leaf Notebook Paper (200 sheets)
~ New Men’s Socks
~ Towels (no longer than 27”)
~ Baby Sleepers - Newborn to 9 Months
Please place your donations in the basket in the
West Entrance marked Mission Central.

To date we have received:

Items ordered through Amazon
can be shipped directly to: Mission Central
5 Pleasant View Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

8 feminine hygiene products
72 mini bottles of shampoo
308 toothbrushes
(Thanks to a VERY generous local dentist.)
2 razors
64 combs
49 bars of soap
46 pairs of socks
9 sticks of deodorant
21 tubes of toothpaste

Help “Connect God’s Resources
With Human Need”.

54 pairs of underwear
3 bottles of shampoo
2 hand soap pumps
6 sets of gloves
15 hair ties
and 1 mug!

Any questions, contact Becky May.
maybe510@comcast.net

CHRISTMAS IS FOREVER
Submitted By: Karen Jillian (Author Unknown)

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:

In addition to the above gifts, we also received
an anonymous financial donation to be used
toward a Pre-K Program Lisa Murr, our
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, and I will be
starting in the Spring of 2021.

To find the lost.
To heal the broken.
To fed the hungry.
To release the prisoners.
To rebuild the nations.
To bring peace among brothers
To make music in the heart.

As you can see, God has blessed us to be a
blessing to Jackson School in their time of need.
Thank you all once again for your generosity!!

“Do not neglect to do good and to share
what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God” Hebrews 13:16
14

Thank you to our Mission Central Book Sale Volunteers!
Tom Sanagorski, Becky May, Andy and Nancy Miller, Dave and Robin Hoffman, Bob Davis, David Jones

SUBMIT YOUR DONATIONS BY:
For approximately 30 years, Aldersgate Church has • Placing it the offering plate.
provided Christmas meals and gifts to families • Dropping it off at the Church Office.
transitioning from Bell Shelter to independent living.
• Mailing it to the Church.
This year we will continue the tradition by providing • Going online through our “Give Online” link at the
meals through Weis Markets and monetary
top of our “Church’s Website.
donations to help purchase gifts.
To help make someone’s Christmas a little brighter
FINANCIAL DONATIONS ONLY PLEASE:
this year, please submit your contribution to the
• Cash
Church by Monday, December 21st. This will enable
• Check (Payable to “Aldersgate Church”, us to get the funds to the Shelter, giving them time to
indicating “Bell Shelter Helping Christmas” in the purchase and deliver the gifts before Christmas.
Memo Section.)
Many Blessings!
• Electronic Fund Transfers
Wendy Snyder and George Hummel
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Hoppy
Christmas!
Submitted By: Lynne Ciepiela
Preschool Director and Safe Sanctuary Coordinator
Lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com

It’s the most wonderful time of the year - especially in
Preschool! We are having an AMAZING time
celebrating the real reason for this season - the birth of
Jesus! The children have been learning the story of the
first Christmas. They have been busy little elves
making gifts for their parents, beautiful decorations,
and singing Christmas Carols. Before leaving for the
Christmas Holiday they will make gingerbread houses
and perform a little Program for their parents. “Hoppy
Claus” will also be stopping by for a surprise visit to
deliver gifts from Santa to the children. Christmas is
such a joyous time - but it is even more magical through the eyes of the children.
We wish you a joyful and blessed Christmas!
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May the God of hope fill you with all the joy and peace as you trust in Him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13

Sunday, 12/20

12/27

CHRISTMAS

No Youth Group

PARTY!!

No Youth Group

1/3

1/10-1/31

(Details will be sent through email)

Youth Group 6-8pm

For More Information and to Get Connected:
Visit https://aldersgateyork.com
Contact Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com

Merry Christmas!

ATTENTION - CLASS of 2021!
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND
CURRENTLY ENROLLED COLLEGE STUDENTS
The Barbara A. Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship, a part of the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, is awarded
annually to members of our Aldersgate Church Congregation who have been active participants in our
Youth Program and/or the activities of our Church. Students who will be enrolling, or are currently enrolled
in any two-year or four-year college, university, or technical school, and who have been members of
Aldersgate Church for at least two years are eligible to apply for consideration to receive these annual
awards.
For an application, please contact either Karon Sallade (sallade1@msn.com or 843-2781) or Miranda
Moland (miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com). The DEADLINE to submit an applications is
Thursday, April 15, 2021.
Persons interested in supporting our youth and increasing the Scholarship Fund can make contributions to
the Barbara A. Gable Scholarship Fund in a monetary form or gifting an asset. This can be done in Honor of
or Memory of family, friends, or other special people in their lives. Perhaps even more important for our
fund's long-term future, are commitments through life insurance, wills, trusts, and estates. That said, please
know all gifts make an impact and are appreciated, whether large or small, unrestricted or designated,
current or deferred.
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Greetings from the
Operations Team!
In an attempt to slow the spread of
COVID-19, all non-worship events
are currently suspended through the
end of 2020. That being said, if your
small group would like to meet via
Zoom (video call), please fill out a
request through the website.
We hope you continue to stay
healthy and safe and have a Merry
Christmas!

- Operations Team

The health and safety of our class participants remain our
highest priority, especially during these unprecedented
times. Due to Covid-19 continuing to be prevalent in our
environment, the Special Blessings Class will not be
having their Annual Christmas Lunch-In. However, plans
are being made to celebrate our participants and the birth
of Jesus in a unique way this season. We will
communicate the plans to each member of the class.

Wishing our Special Blessings class,
participants and their families, a very,
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Submitted By: Miranda Moland
Special Blessings Coordinator
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com

A 31-Day Encounter with Jesus in January
This is an excellent Bible Reading Plan whether we are just starting or rekindling a daily discipline.
with Jesus. With just a few minutes a day for a month, one will develop a stronger faith and increase
in knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Consider tearing out this Plan and keeping it in
your Bible.
Day 1. Jesus is Predicted: Isaiah 53
Day 2. The Birth of Jesus: Matthew 1:18–25
Day 3. John the Baptist Prepares the Way for Jesus: Matthew 3:1—4:11
Day 4. Jesus first Miracle Water to Wine and the Samaritan Woman: John 2:1–11; John 4:1–26

Day 5. Jesus is Rejected in His own Hometown: Luke 4:14–30
Day 6. Jesus Calls His Disciples: Luke 5:1–11; Matthew 9:9–13
Day 7. The Sermon on the Mount: Luke 6:17–46
Day 8. The Centurion, the Widow’s Son, a Sinful Woman: Matt 8:1–13; Luke 7:11–17; 7:36–50
Day 9. Jesus Encounters the Pharisees: Matthew 12:1–13; 22–45
Day 10. Parable of the Sower, Weeds and Seeds: Matthew 13:1–43
Day 11. Jesus Calms the Storm and Walks on Water: Luke 8:22–25; Mark 6:45–56
Day 12. Jesus Heals a Man, a Woman and a Girl: Mark 5:1–43

Day 13. Jesus Feeds the 5000: John 6:1–14
Day 14. Peter Knows Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration: Luke 9:18–27; Luke 17:1–8
Day 15. Healing by Faith: Mark 9:14–32
Day 16. More Teachings and Parables: Matthew 17:24—18:20
Day 17. More Teachings and Parables: Matthew 18:21—19:15
Day 18. The Rich Young Ruler: Mark 10:17–31
Day 19. The Disciples Sent Out: Luke 10:1–24
Day 20. The Great Commandment: Mark 12:28-44

Day 21. The Parable of the Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25–37
Day 22. The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus Teaches us how to Pray: Luke 11:1–13
Day 23. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead: John 11:1–44
Day 24. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: Matthew 21:1–27
Day 25. The Last Supper: John 13:1–17; Matthew 26:17–35
Day 26. The Love of Jesus for the Disciples: John 14–15
Day 27. Jesus Arrested and Betrayed: Matthew 26:36–75
Day 28. Jesus’ Unfair Trial: John 18:19—19:16

Day 29. Jesus Crucifixion and Death: John 19:17–42
Day 30. Jesus’ Resurrection and Appearances: John 20–21
Day 31. The Great Commission and Ascension of Jesus: Matthew 28:16–20; Luke 24:50–53

As we pray through these verses, ask the Holy Spirit how we can use
this daily reading to grow in grace and love for
ourselves, our family, and our neighbor/community.
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The Aldersgate Manifesto

Church is not a country club where, when you become a member,
you are entitled to selfish benefits and first-class opinions.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where free grace is given, especially to the poor and broken-hearted.

Church is not a fashion show where you flaunt your pious success and knowledge.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where being real is the deal, and where we would rather serve than be served.

Church is not a hotel for saints, but a hospital for sinners.

Come to Aldersgate…
And be a sinner who has discovered the fullness of God’s forgiveness and grace.

Church is not a place to sit, soak, and sour for an hour.

Come to Aldersgate…
And receive the joy of God’s Word and the power of God’s promises.

Church is not a religious requirement where people are manipulated into attendance.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where people are excited to know Jesus and grow deeper in their faith.

Church is not a legalistic institution to shame people if they do not comply.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where, regardless of who you are or where you have been, you receive unconditional love.
Come to Aldersgate...where all things are renewed through Christ!

Counting Your Blessings!
Thank You from Women in Mission
In this season of giving, the Women in Mission
members want to give a huge thanks to you, the
wonderful Aldersgate Family, for your very
generous support of the “Count Your Blessings”
Calendar Fundraiser. Over 60 people had the joy
of realizing how truly blessed they are and
donated approximately $3,440.00 to help fund
local mission projects. With much gratitude, we
thank you for your generosity as we work
together and reach others by serving God in His
world.

Gratefully,
Women in Mission
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Make It An “ADVENT”ageous CHRISTMAS!
Submitted By: Dave Norris
dandjnorris@verizon.net

Grace and peace to you in the name and Spirit of the Lord of Creation, Jesus the Christ!
As we move through this Advent Christmas season, a
season of waiting for the coming of the Christ, here are a
couple of environmental-friendly suggestions/reminders.

 If possible, give Fair Trade presents. Fair Trade
provides the farmers, laborers and artisans fair prices
and reduces poverty.
 Purchase gifts with sustainability in mind.
 Use and reuse gift bags, rather than wrapping paper.
 Recycle shipping and gift boxes.

“All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, and the open furrows, the sowing of the
Lord. All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; it cries out for justice and
searches for the truth. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, “A virgin mother will bear
Emmanuel,” For his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be, with Him hope will
blossom once more within our hearts.” (#210, United Methodist Hymnal)
Our 2021 Earth Day Observance is scheduled for April 17th, with the same activities and presenters that
were to be part of this calendar year’s event. While our hope is that we can have the day as planned, we
must wait to see what direction the pandemic takes as vaccines become available and people participate in
following safe and healthy guidelines.

Hopefully, you have been, and are able to get outside a bit every day, or as often as you can. For the times
when you are not able to, here are two excellent television series for you to consider and enjoy.

 “The Age of Nature” is a three episode documentary from PBS through Amazon Prime. (It may be
available elsewhere too.)

 “Our Planet” is an eight episode series, narrated by David Attenborough through Netflix. (It may be
available elsewhere too.)

Thanks once again for your faithful interest and support of Creation Care.

Send an Email to...

For the following reasons...

PrayerRequest@aldersgateyork.com

To submit Prayer Requests/Praises to the Aldersgate Prayer Team and to
be added to the email group who receives the Prayers and Praises
submitted by our Aldersgate family. (Sent out weekly on Mondays and as
needed for urgent requests and praises.)

Communications@aldersgateyork.com

Inform/advertise ministry updates, events, personal testimonials, praises,
etc. or interested in serving on the Communications Ministry Team.

FacilityManager@aldersgateyork.com

Calendar Additions/Cancelations, Room Requests, Building Repair/
Maintenance Notifications, Interested in Volunteering to help with building
needs, Vehicle Usage.

TechTeam@aldersgateyork.com
ChildrensMinistry@aldersgateyork.com

Direct contact with those who serve on the Worship Arts Team.
Anything pertaining to The Amazing Adventures Children's Ministry at
Aldersgate.

Please contact the Church Office.
717-854-4276
officemanager@aldersgateyork.com
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Option 1
Fee Structure for
Online Giving
(Automatically deducted
from amount given.)
Auto Pay from your Bank
directly to Church’s Bank NO FEES!
ACH Transfers = 1% +
$0.45/transaction
Credit Card = 2.75% +
$.045/transaction

Option 2

What’s Happening at
Aldersgate?
Go to our Church website and view the calendar
to see what is happening at Aldersgate Church!

Visit
aldersgateyork.com/experience/calendar/
We are on Facebook too!
Visit us at
Facebook.com/AldersgateYork.
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The Rest of the Story - He is Coming!
Matthew 24:36-42 says - “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”
Are we so focused on celebrating the birth of Christ, we are not focused on His second coming? Remember, many people
were not ready to get on the ark with Noah, nor were people ready for Jesus when He was born. Where is your focus?
The Second Coming introduces us to a whole new world of justice, peace, harmony, sovereignty, order, health, abundant life,
endless provision and so much more. The Second Coming introduces us to an eternal life with God, without evil and corruption.
How about you? Have you asked yourself if you are ready for Jesus’ second coming? Because...He is coming!
 No matter who you are, what you have done, or what you did not do - He is coming!
 Whether you are a hot, lukewarm, or cold believer in Jesus Christ, a “Carnal Christian”, or not - He is coming!
 Whether you consider yourself a progressive, conservative, protestant, catholic, evangelical Christian or agnostic or a
heathen - He is coming!
 Whether you have a PHD, a GED, or no education degree - He is coming!
 Whether you were born in the USA, in China, in Mexico, or some other place - He is coming!
 Whether you consider yourself from the upper class, middle class, lower class, or no class at all - He is coming!
We know He is coming regardless of conditions and circumstances. We also know not all people will benefit from His arrival.
So, why wouldn’t we be ready? He is coming!
How about you? Has the true meaning of Christmas settled into your soul enough to make a difference in your life?
Christmas is a gift from God for all people who...
 accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
 confesses all their shortcomings, ill thoughts and attitudes.
 acknowledge Jesus paid the penalty for all the harmful things we have done.
 willingly receives the transformation of their heart and mind.
As we celebrate the first “coming” (Jesus’ birth), let us be faithful in preparing for the second “coming”. If Jesus were to come
back at Christmas, do you know without a shadow of a doubt, you and your family will be ready when He calls? If not,
Aldersgate Church knows the “rest of the story” and is always available to share it with you, that you may have that peace of
knowing while waiting. Please do not hesitate.

24 ARE RENEWED THROUGH CHRIST!
Come to Aldersgate, where ALL THINGS

