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A Christmas to Remember 
 

Pastor Dale Parker 
Dale.parker@aldersgateyork.com 

 

Christmas will be different this year due to travel restrictions, quarantines, 
cancelations of Christmas traditions, digital Christmas Worship Services, 
and not being able to see Grandma and Grandpa for the holiday. While we 
may find this to be extremely disappointing, the true meaning of Christmas 
continues. With all the traditions of Christmas set aside, we have an 
opportunity before us to experience a true ñsilent nightò with the Christ 
Child. Could it even be closer to the one Mary and Joseph may have 
experienced? 
 
Consider this, Mary and Joseph were miles away home, could not find a 
place to stay, rested in a stable with no relatives near by, no friends, and no 
deck the halls. They simply pondered on the wonders of Godôs love through 
the gift and arrival of His Son, Jesus. May we do the same as we open our 
hearts even more so to allow the Holy Spirit to make this Christmas a 
Christmas to remember as we... 
 

Z ...intentionally choose to reflect upon the words of our favorite Christmas 

carols. 

Z ...read, and heed, the truth within the scriptures pointing us to Jesus. Not 

just to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus; but greater still, to celebrate the 
time in which King Jesus will return and welcome us home. 

Z ...reflect upon the mystery and life-changing reality of the incarnation.  
 

Yes, Christmas will be different. But it does not need to be any less 
meaningful. If anything, remember, we worship a God who desires to make 
this Christmas even more meaningful than we could have every hoped or 
imagined it could be. May we look with great anticipation of ways in which 
we will be able to testify to others, how this Covid-19 Christmas was like no 
other. Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

https://arumc.org/2020/12/a-christmas-to-remember/
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THE LEADERSHIP OF ALDERSGATE 

Harvey Elder, Resource Ministry Team Chair 
Beth Duvall, Resource Ministry Team  Vice Chair 

Linda Jacob, Trustees Chair 
Jeff Kuhn, Trustees Vice Chair 

Randy Campbell, StaffïParish Relations Chair 
Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair 

Dan Calloway, Endowment Chair 
Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair 

Jan Bowden, Nominations and Leadership 
Development Vice Chair 
Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader 

Kevin Hoffman, Co-Lay Leader 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Reverend Dale Parker, Lead Pastor  
Austin White, Assisting Pastor 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Judy Sterner, Congregational Care 

Miranda Moland, Youth, Young Adult and Special 
Blessings Coordinator 

 Lisa Murr, Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator 
Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director /Safe Sanctuary 

Coordinator 
Chris Schaeberle, Preschool Teaching Assistant 

Tami Parker, Teacherôs Aide 
 

WORSHIP STAFF 
Matt Fahnestock, Worship Arts Coordinator 

Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader 
Jim Young, Choir Director 

 

OPERATIONS STAFF 
Sheila McConville, Operations and Communications 

Manager 
Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative and Operations 

Assistant  
Sherry Smith, Finance Secretary  
Fernando Martinez, Custodian 

Bill Ilyes, Sexton 
 
 

397 Tyler Run Road, York, PA 17403 
Web-site: www.aldersgateyork.com 
Facebook: Aldersgate Church York 

Phone: 717-854-4276 
Church Office Hours: 9AM to 5PM 
Days of Operation: Monday - Friday 

 
 
 

To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 

~ All Things Renewed Through Christ ~ 
 

Many thanks to the Aldersgate family for the support we 
received during my recent back surgery. Cards, calls, 
visits, food, and prayers helped me to deal with the 
recovery process. It is such a good feeling to be part of 
the Aldersgate family. 
 

Sincerely, 
Suzy Hershey 

I would like to thank all my friends at Aldersgate for 
the wonderful card shower I received for my 90

th
 

birthday. Special thanks to the Preschool for the 
birthday book they made for me. 
 

I am getting settled in my new home and I am looking 
forward to when these coronavirus restrictions will be 
gone and I can come back to church. 
 

Dot McDonald 

The Longest Night Gathering is designed with 
the intention to create a space that will provide 
time for reflection and pause in a season filled 
with busy-ness. Through word and song, we 
will acknowledge the reality of loss, the need 
for lament, and the heaviness of life we all 
experience at times. Come renew your Spirit; 
and go forth in hope. 

 

All are invited to attend either 
In-Person in the Sanctuary or 
Virtually through our website at 
www.aldersgateyork.com. 

 

Tuesday, December 22
nd
 at 7PM 
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In-Person Worship Attendees 
 

Z PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
Ý Pre-Registration OPENS - Thursday, December 17th 
Ý Pre-Register at www.aldersgateyork.com 
Ý If you need assistance with Pre-Registration, please call the Church Office. 
 

Z MASKS ARE REQUIRED to be worn at all times during In-Person Worship. 
 

Z Childcare will not be available. 
 

Z Social Distance by allowing 3 seating spaces between families. 
Ý Use every row in the Fellowship Hall. 
Ý Use every other pew in the Sanctuary. 

Contemporary Service 

Fellowship Hall 

7PM 

Traditional Service 

Sanctuary 

9PM 

In-Person and Live Streamed 

For virtual worship, please use the link on our website www.aldersgateyork.com. 
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Use the link on our web-site to view this LIVE STREAM ONLY Christmas Event. 

Recorded on Wednesday, December 16th 
 

Following the hit recordings, The Sounds of the Sanctuary I and II, comes The Sounds of 
Christmas with all the beautiful sounds this season has to offer. 

 

Audio CDs of this special recording will be available in the Church Office. 
 

Email your request for a copy of the CD to 
Techteam@aldersgateyork.com or call the Church Office. 

Blessings Abound 
Submitted By: Harvey Elder 

Ministry Resource Team, Chairperson 
hkelder@comcast.net 

 

We are thankful for the many blessings of 2020. While the world has been disrupted, God has remained 
faithful and true to His people.  Although 2020 was not the year that we planned for or expected, it was filled 
with Godôs blessings and amazing work through the people and ministries of Aldersgate Church. As we 
journey through Advent, we look to the Christ-child for renewed hope for this world.   
 

As we continue to pray and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are filled with hope for 2021.  The Vision 
shared at Church Council for 2021 is ñAll things renewed through Christ.ò We are witnessing Godôs renewal 
of Aldersgate and we are planning for a renewed impact in our neighborhood and community.   
 

Please continue to pray for Aldersgate Church and the difference we can make for Christ in the world. Godôs 
faithfulness and timing are perfect. In obedience and service, we look forward to how God will use Aldersgate 
to further His Kingdom in 2021. 


