
Courageous faith is the key that unlocks the power of God 
in our lives, but not without criticism. Almost every great 
thing that has been accomplished for the glory of God has 
been ridiculed, condemned, or criticized. Let us learn from 
Nehemiah. Not only was he able to lead a group of 
unskilled people to do the impossible task of rebuilding an 
ancient wall, but he also demonstrated how it could be 
done while others surrounded them with threats and 
insults. And through it all, the people became stronger in 
their faith and more joyful in their praise.   
                          
 

Don’t be afraid of them.  
Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome…. 

Nehemiah 4:14 

 

 
 
 

OVERCOMING CRITICISM: Nehemiah 
Nehemiah 4:1-14  
 

If you know Christ and you try to accomplish anything for Him, you 
will experience oppositions, especially if you are in leadership. Be 
prepared by reviewing the simple principles of Nehemiah. Instead 
of retaliation and reacting to criticism that eventually escalated to 
conspiracies, Nehemiah relied on prayer.  Nehemiah spends time 
with God and sought God’s guidance.  With the confidence of 
God, he develops a strategic plan that equipped each person with 
a sword in their one hand (for protection) and trowel in the other 
hand (for production). To give them encouragement, he reminds 
them that God is awesome, almighty, and is obviously much 
bigger than their opposition.  Within 52 days, the rebuilding of the 
walls were completed. 
 
STUDY QUESTIONS  

 
1. If you had been in Nehemiah’s situation, how would you 

have responded to the criticism? Would you fight, flight 
and/or fret?  How would courageous faith make a 
difference to your response? 
 

2. How does Nehemiah’s faith and leadership affect those 
people who are rebuilding the walls?  If you would have 
been one of the builders, how would you have responded 
to Nehemiah’s leadership and why?   
 

3. Nehemiah encouraged everyone to have a sword in one 
hand for protection, and a trowel in the other hand for 
productivity.   What does this symbolize for us today?  Are 
we being called to rebuild?  If so, what and how?  
 

4. Note a time you have been criticized for doing something 
good for God.  What did you feel?  What did you do?  After 
reading Nehemiah, would you respond differently? 
 

5. The Courageous Faith sermon series is complete.  What 
are some of the basic things you have learned and will put 
into practice?   
 

 


