
 
Welcome to Chapter 11 of the “God in You” Sermon Series: 
Spirit-Controlled Church Members. 
   

Apostle Paul instructs all Christians to continuously be 

filled (driven or controlled by) by the Spirit, as opposed to 

being under the influence of the self (Ephesians 5:18,21).  

Consequently, the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit, the ‘gifts’ of the 

Spirit and an attitude of gratitude are definite 

manifestations.  

 

Another sure sign of a person who is controlled by the Spirt 

is the attitude of submission. Jesus, the Son of God, did 

not present Himself to be like royalty, but instead to be 

like a submissive servant (Philippians 2:1-5). Jesus came to 

serve.  With the same Holy Spirit that was is in Jesus being 

within us, we do not seek to be superior, dominate, or to 

be served; but instead we become submissive in our 

municipality (Romans 13:1,5,7), in our marketplace (Ephesians 

6:5-8), in our marriage (Ephesians 5:22-33), and within our 

church membership (Hebrew 13:17, 1 Peter 5:5-6). 

 

Several times Jesus attempted to teach His disciples not 

to focus upon their own status, but instead to lay down 

their life for a friend and even for their enemies. When the 

mother of James and John requested her sons be seated 

beside Jesus in the new Kingdom, Jesus said whoever 

wishes to become great in the Kingdom of God must be 

become a servant here on earth (Matthew 20:20-28). When 

the Spirit of Jesus is inside of us, we have the attitude of 

submission and the desire to serve. 
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READ:   Matthew 20:20-28     Philippians 2:1-5 1 Peter 3:8 

 

The attitude of a Church Member is not the same as the 

attitude of a Club Member.  A Club Member expects perks, 

privileges, and priority.  A Church Member does not.  In a 

Club you pay others to serve you. But as a Church Member 

everyone has a role or function to serve others. A Club 

Member will ask, “What can I get?”  A Church Member will 

ask “What can I give?” With the attitude of submission 

every person in the Church yields to another so the 

common good of the Body of Christ can fulfill her function.  

This is why it is absolutely essential Church Members are 

continuously filled with the Spirit. Submitting to one 

another does not come naturally, nor is it easy. Perhaps it 

may even be impossible…unless the Spirit that was in 

Jesus lives within the Members.  A Spirit-filled Church is a 

church filled with servants.  A church filled with servants 

is a church that will change the world.  

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-13. Paul identifies the 

many gifts of the church, using the human 

anatomy to describe how the many gifts are for the 

common good.  What is the source of these gifts? 

Read Ephesians 5:18,21. What is the source of 

being submissive? Read Galatians 5:22-26. What is 

the source of the fruit (virtues)? Is it possible for a 

church to exist or be functional, vital, and effective 

without this source? Why or Why not? Is this source 

realized in our church? How much? How can we 

improve to allow this source to become more 

influential in our church and in our lives? 

 

2. Read 1 Peter 3:8. This is called “Peter’s Principle”. 

This little verse contains key terms telling us how 

to live in a submissive way. What are they?  

Identify some examples in your life and in the life 

of the church. 


