THE NEWSLETTER OF ALDERSGATE CHURCH

MAY 2020

GOOD TIDINGS

IN THE MIDST OF THE PANDEMIC

LIFE IS HAPPENING
Submitted By: Pastor Dale

Flowers are blooming, trees are budding, birds are singing, and ducks are leading their
offspring to the water. Every Spring, for about 20 years now, a pair of mallard ducks
faithfully come to the Memorial Garden, nestled in the center of Aldersgate Church.
She lays on her eggs for about a month and the drake pops in every now and then to
check on her. A couple days after they hatch, mother duck leads them to the glass
door of the church, and pecks on it until someone notices, indicating she is ready to
escort her little ducklings out of the Garden and to the great outdoors. So, this year
like every other, we lined the hallway with tables and made a path for them to follow
through the church and out the door. Once outside, we guided her in the direction of
the pond and she took it from there. This year she laid 15 eggs and I’m thankful to
report, “Esther” and all 15 of her ducklings made it safely to the pond. What a glorious
sight that was!
Having this happen right outside my office window offered me a front row seat to
witness the miraculous cycle of life...and all in the midst of the pandemic. ‘For such a
time as this’ she became a symbol of God and hope for me, and so I decided to call
mother duck “Esther”. May you find one of the little duckling’s perspective on their
“Journey To The Pond” to be very uplifting, and oddly familiar.

Journey To The Pond
By one of Esther’s Ducklings

The Lord is my mother duck, I shall not want another.
She makes me lie down in the nest. She leads me to the quiet pond.
She guides me out of Aldersgate’s Memorial Garden, because she knows it leads to life.
Even though I waddle across the large dangerous parking lot, I fear no harm.
My mother duck knows best. She waits for me and “quacks” when I fall behind.
She takes me to the Villas to eat in the presence of the Canadian Geese.

She gives me everything I need. She gives me protection, food and guidance.
Surely goodness and love have been given to me. I will forever share the same.
I will dwell in the house of God’s beautiful Creation, forever.
Quack! Quack! (This means, ‘Praise God’ in duck language.)

Check out our website for live footage of their Journey. (www.aldersgateyork.com)
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I wish to express my deepest thanks to all of you for
the many kindnesses you have shown to Jim and me
over the past couple of months: the cards, phone calls,
and texts. Most of all, your prayers have meant so
much. They have given me peace to get through the
treatments.
Please include the doctors, nurses and entire staff at
York Cancer Care in your prayers. They are truly a
remarkable and caring group.
Remember our faith, not fear, gets us through the
difficult times in our lives.
Love and blessings to all of you.
Linda Clark
Thanks so much for the flowers on Easter Saturday.
Your act of kindness made our day.
God bless and stay safe.
Bob and Gloria Bowers
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Many, many thanks and praises for what all of you are
doing to keep us connected. What a blessing it is to be
a member of the Aldersgate family.

In Christ’s love,
Nancy

WORSHIP STAFF

Fred and I want to thank you for your wonderful
driveway visit, just before Easter. You absolutely made
our weekend, with your thoughtfulness!

Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader
Jim Young, Choir Director

You certainly went above and beyond the call of duty to
bring us greetings and flowers too.

OPERATIONS STAFF

We hope you will return after the virus goes away. We
would love to share the history of this land with you.

Sheila McConville, Operations Manager
Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative & Operations Assistant
Sherry Smith, Membership/Finance Secretary
Bill Ilyes, Sexton

397 Tyler Run Road, York, PA 17403
Web-site: www.aldersgateyork.com
Facebook: Aldersgate Church York
Phone: 717-854-4276
Church Office Hours: 9AM to 5PM
Days of Operation: Monday - Friday
To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

~ All Things Renewed Through Christ ~

Sincerely,
Fred and Susan Drenning

We just wanted to say thank you for a beautiful Easter
Service. It was truly uplifting and meaningful.
We appreciate everything that you’re doing - the
sermons, the State of our Church, Wednesday’s in the
Word, the beautiful music - everything that you are all
doing.
At such a strange and difficult time, it’s reassuring to
know that our church is more than just a building...it’s
the people! We’re blessed to be members of
Aldersgate. Thank you again.
Jim and Carol Beveridge
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STATE OF THE CHURCH
Submitted By: Pastor Dale Parker
Dale.parker@aldersgateyork.com

 First virtual Holy Communion this Sunday, May 3rd. Bread or crackers and water or juice of any kind





















may be used. We will not be able to be a community in the building, but we can be a community in the
Body of Christ.
The church building will remain closed until May 18th. At that time, we will re-evaluate the situation.
Beware of bogus emails where someone is impersonating the pastors, the Bishop or any of our staff
members and asking for gift cards, money or personal financial information. We will never do this!
We continue with “God in You” Sermon Series up to May 31st. This is Pentecost Sunday.
Hopefully, you have been growing in your faith and understanding more about what it means to be a
Christian and how to walk in the Spirit on a daily basis.
May we continue to realize this is the Year of the Lord. God’s favor is upon us and a revival is on the
horizon.
Call the Church Office if you, or someone you know, needs prayers or encouragement. The Pastors
and staff are here for you. Though we cannot meet in person, we can talk and pray over the phone.
As a congregation, we gave $29,000 to missions just this past month. Your hearts are amazing.
 $13,000 given to our local food pantries. Some of them include Catholic Harvest Pantry, LifePath
Ministries, Our Daily Bread, York County Food Bank. Plus, cookies and casseroles.
 $10,500 given to Mission Central.
 $2,500 Wesley Church in Ghana.
 $1,000 Amanda Beatty Mission.
 $2,000 Red Bird Mission.
Not including the $213,000 for the One for One Capital Campaign and the $6,000 given to the Wilcox
family, tithes and offerings are just about equal to last year’s at this time.
Weekly Online Worship and Bible Study participation has increased from 200 to 600 people and
continues to increase.
Fellowship Hall’s Renovation is on target and soon to be approved.
35 volunteers committed to make bi-weekly/monthly phone calls to older members of our church.
3 people committed to send cards of encouragements to other members regularly.
Children, Youth, Young Adult and Adult Sunday School Classes are meeting virtually.
We express our gratitude to our leaders. Despite not being able to meet at the church, we continue to
meet over the internet taking care of all the administration and ministries of the church.
We express our gratitude to our staff. We are extremely blessed to have an outstanding staff who are
going the extra mile to reach people in creative ways through online activities of all sorts.
We express our gratitude to Assisting Pastor Austin White and Jared Hippensteel who are the
masterminds behind our new online worship experiences and ministries. We love them and we love
what they have done so Aldersgate can remain connected, even if only virtually right now. They are
absolutely amazing. They make it possible for me to worship with my wife in my own living room. Plus,
if I do not like the sermon, I can turn the guy off. LOL
For going through a pandemic situation, we as a church are thriving. Thanks to you for your
outstanding faithfulness and prayers. Praises to our Almighty God for His amazing grace and
blessings.
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.“ (Ephesians 3:20-21)

WHO WOULD HAVE EVER THOUGHT?
 That Joseph, who was sold as a slave by his brothers, would someday be their King.
 That David, who was a little shepherd boy, would defeat a giant with a little stone and sling.
 That Gideon, who was a coward hiding in a wine press, would one day lead a tiny army against an
army that was 450 times bigger and win.
 That a little boy, with a small lunch, could feed 5,000 people.

 That Aldersgate Church, who was once declining in her ministry, would become a
mighty Church that is setting sail for a major revival.
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Breaking the Mold
Submitted By: Jared Hippensteel
Church Webmaster
jaredhippensteel@gmail.com

Over the last 10 years, I’ve had the opportunity to work with a large number of customers, ranging in size
and from all corners of the United States. Clientele included amusement parks, theatres, manufacturing
companies, hotels and restaurants, and even much smaller scale businesses. As we’re developing a
marketing plan or website to push their new message or brand out, so many times have we had to break the
mold of “Well, we’ve always done it this way. Why change now?”
Looking back over the past few months, I believe we’ve all had to make some changes and sacrifices in our
own lives. Today, it is very evident we are not doing things the same way we have done them in the past. In
some cases, we can’t – which can be unsettling; but can also be a great thing. These change agents can
reveal and lead us into new ventures we would not have known were possible had we not been forced to
finally break the mold or try things another way.
Believe it or not, most churches are years behind the curve when it comes to technology; and that’s okay.
Over the last year and a half, Aldersgate Church has made great strides in trying to improve our online
presence through social media and regular use of the website. This has not only enabled us as a Church to
have information at our finger tips, but also empowers us to spread the love of Jesus to people searching for
it, some who may never step foot in a church, but are now able to receive the message of Jesus Christ in
their own homes. Since the pandemic, we have been full throttle in developing tools and resources online
which has propelled us into the virtual world at seemingly light speed. These efforts have been made in
order to close the gap between where we were technologically before the pandemic and where we are
striving to be. The results speak for themselves, Aldersgate Church is fully engaged and online and will
continue to bring Christ into the homes of people all around the area, now more than ever and all in the
midst of a pandemic.
Sunday Services, Wednesday in the Word, Group Video Sunday School Classes, Children’s Sunday School
material, online giving – all new ventures and now accessible from AldersgateYork.com, social media
outlets, and electronic newsletter (aka eBlast).
Since February 2020, we have actually
TRIPLED the amount of traffic on, and
interacting with, our website. You are
giving rave reviews after watching the
great Worship Services the team is
providing, but this traffic is not just our
normal congregation watching – we’ve
got VISITORS finding Aldersgate
Church and in essence, finding God in
the midst of all this! (You can say Amen
to that!)
Now, as much as we are looking
forward to the day we will worship
together in the church (Which is going
to be such an awesome day!), we have
great cause to rejoice NOW - because
we have broken the mold! And to be
honest, we’re just getting started! Even
during such an odd time, our message
has not been silenced; Know, Live and
SHARE JESUS.
Stay safe, hug your loved ones (or at least the ones you have been in quarantine with), and be blessed!
“We

are confident that God is able to orchestrate everything to work toward
something good and beautiful when we love Him and accept His invitation to
live according to His plan.” – Romans 8:28.
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Reach Out and Touch Someone

As only God can do, He blessed the callers and the
called. Great conversations were had and
friendships were made or renewed. We received a
lot of great feedback from the people involved.

Submitted By: Harvey Elder
Ministry Resource Team Chair
hkelder@comcast.net

Reach out and touch someone…was a popular jingle
for AT&T in the 1970’s encouraging people to pick-up
the phone and call friends and relatives. In the midst
of this pandemic, Aldersgate Church has been busy
putting everything online and engaging in ZoomVideo classes and meetings. However, the last
weekend in March we took a step back in time and
called everyone!

Therefore, in response to the positive feedback,
Aldersgate will begin a new “Shepherding Ministry”
with the sole purpose of coordinating volunteers who
are willing to make phone calls to those within our
church who expressed an interest in receiving
regular phone calls from our church family. Jan
Bowden has graciously accepted the request to
facilitate this ministry, so watch for exciting details on
We had 36 members of our church family offer to how to get involved in the near future.
make personal phone calls to over 475 people listed
in our Church Directory! The purpose was to check- As we all know, God made us to be in fellowship with
in on everyone, see if they needed anything and to other believers and though we cannot meet together
make them aware of the worship services and other at this time, speaking on the phone and through video
information available online. In addition to these -conferencing is the next best option.
calls, Pastor Dale and Judy Sterner followed-up with
a number of people and continue to do so on a Reach out and touch someone this week!
regular basis.
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Connecting God’s Resources to
Human Need
Submitted By: Dave Hoffman
Aldersgate Mission Team Chair
dhoffmandds@comcast.net

For most of us, we probably have enough food in our
pantries and freezers to last days or weeks, maybe
even months. Unfortunately, we are finding out this is
not the case for many. For those who have not been
working for many weeks and those whose savings are
running low, where is their hope? We know there are
organizations that feed the hungry because we hear
about them throughout the year. But, do we really
know how many people wonder where they will get
their next meal? Where is their hope?

The following letter was received from
Hope Harrison at Mission Central.

Mission Central has been closed to volunteers
and for individual donations since the stay-ahome order. But, with some tireless staff, Mission
Central is still offering contactless distribution of
needed goods. Mission Central has been
We get a glimpse of the impact this pandemic is operating over the last month with a major focus
having on society when we receive a call from Jim at on medical supplies.
Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen to inform us that it is
costing them $800 a week for "To Go" meal
Project Cure items were inventoried and we
containers which was not in the budget. We begin to
were able to sort masks from our cleaning
see the impact this pandemic has had when we see
buckets to assist those in need. Through
photos of an empty shopping center in East York filled
these efforts, we have given out 6,330 N95
with cars to pick up boxes of food from The Food
masks to police departments, health care
Bank. We realize the impact of this pandemic when
clinics and home health care agencies.
we hear of lines of people, blocks long, in the city
waiting for meals.
We also gave Hershey Medical Center over
So, how do we respond as a Church with Hope,
$21,000 in medical supplies, bringing our
Peace and Love? In John 14:27 Jesus told his
total of medical supplies donated since mid
Disciples "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
-March to over $71,000.
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid."
We are currently part of the state's new
inventory, so we will be connected with the
On Sunday, March 15th, the Missions Team decided
most in-need places for our donations.
to support the distribution of food in York. By Monday,
we sent:
Since the warehouse is operational on a
limited basis, there has also been a
$4,000 to Our Daily Bread
distribution of over 800,000 pounds of food
through our partner Bethesda Mission since
mid-March.
$4,000 to York County Food Bank














$2,000 to Life Path Ministries

To date over 55,000 diapers have been
distributed through our partner, Healthy
Steps Diaper Bank.

It is not surprising that with the pandemic,
monetary donations to Mission Central are down.
It is a blessing that Aldersgate’s Lenten Offering
In January, the Holy Spirit directed us to designate is designated to go to Mission Central. It is
our 2020 Lenten Offering to support Mission Central. donors like you who allow Mission Central to
To date, we have received a little over $5,000 thanks Connect God’s Resources with Human Need in
to the generosity of our church family at Aldersgate.
this pandemic and beyond.
$2,000 to Catholic Harvest Pantry

Our prayers are that you would all be safe and
healthy till we gather again.

THANK YOU!!!
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS for Homeless Kits
~ Chapstick
~ Deodorant
~ Small Toothpaste
~ Sunscreen
~ Bug Repellent
~ Q-tips
~ Band-Aids
Please place your donations in the basket in the
West Entrance marked Mission Central.
Items ordered through Amazon
can be shipped directly to: Mission Central
5 Pleasant View Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Help “Connect God’s Resources with Human
Need”.

Saving Lives…
Spiritually and Physically!

Any questions, contact Becky May.
maybe510@comcast.net

Submitted By: Jim Clark, Church Member
jimclark105@comcast.net or 717-424-2869

Casserole Ministry
Would you make one casserole per month to
help Our Daily Bread
provide meals to those in need?
Pan and recipe are provided.
Casseroles should be
taken to the church freezer
by the last Sunday of each
month.

Next Due date: May 31st.
Contact Angela Jones

Aej.york@comcast.net
The W.E.L.L. Food
Bank
(West End Local Link)
Drop off items in the
West Lobby.

MAY - PERSONAL CARE
ITEMS
~ Toothpaste ~ Shampoo ~
Shaving Cream ~

As Christians, we are called to help save lives spiritually,
and NOW YOU can help save lives PHYSICALLY too…by
becoming a part of the BLOOD BANK DONOR TEAM of
ALDERSGATE CHURCH!
We are recruiting Team Members NOW who are over the
age of 18 and who have either donated blood in the past
(be it for Aldersgate Church, or some other entity) or would
be willing to donate as a first timer.
As we are all aware, donating blood saves lives. This is
true with or without, a Pandemic. Considering we are
currently in the midst of a Pandemic, what a prime time for
Aldersgate Church to step up and respond to this urgent
need by initiating a ministry that bears endless fruit.
In the upcoming months, it is anticipated several “Blood
Donation Drives” will be scheduled in which our “Donor
Team” will have the opportunity to report to the BLOOD
DONATION OFFICES at APPLE HILL MEDICAL CENTER
in order to give of themselves that others may live - the
lifeblood from one to another.
However, before the Blood Donation Drives can be
scheduled, a BASE Team Roster needs to be established.
Therefore, your favorable response is needed as soon as
possible so we can begin scheduling. Thank you in
advance for seriously considering the impact you would
have on a multitude of people by being a part of our Team.

Interested? Questions? Contact Jim Clark. (See above.)

“MAY” we all rediscover “PROVERBial” truths this month.
Proverbs is the book of heavenly wisdom for our earthly walk. Solomon states his purpose in the
opening verses: “for gaining wisdom and instruction” (1:2) Wisdom in life begins with fear of the
Lord (1:7) - reverential respect for God and careful attention to the moral and ethical principles of
His Word. There are 31 days in May and 31 Chapters in the Book of Proverbs. Therefore, join
us in reading one chapter of Proverbs a day and reflect on the truths and instructions of Solomon.
Wisdom opens the eyes to both the glories of Heaven and the hollowness of Earth.
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Please register online at
www.york.cbsclass.org.

JOIN US as we take this exciting journey through the study of John.
We meet on Wednesdays from 9:15-11:15AM at Aldersgate Church.
First day of class: September 16, 2020

Last day of class: May 12, 2021

Now offering Remote Core Groups in three locations!
York:
Church of The Open Door (COD-West Campus)
8 Carlisle Court, York, PA 17408
Monday evenings 6-8PM
Starting on Monday, September 21, 2020

Lancaster:
Victory Church (Greenfield Campus)
1827 Freedom Road, Lancaster, PA 17601
Date and time to be determined

Baltimore:
New Bethel House of Prayer
Three classes are being offered at this site including 5116 Reisterstown Road, Baltimore, MD 21215
a couple’s class.
Tuesday evenings 7:15-9PM
Starting September 22, 2020

ZOOM ROOMS AVAILABLE

Submitted By: Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative and Operations Assistant
facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276, Ext. 10

Are you missing your fellow members?
Do you want to interact,
while still following the stay at home order and
social distancing?
NOW Sunday School Classes, Bible Studies, Life Groups, Ministry Meetings, and Fellowship Groups
can still take place through the use of a virtual conference video call.

Just reserve one of two Zoom Rooms through the church!
To request a Zoom Room:
1. Go to the Church’s website
2. Click “Schedule a Zoom Meeting” tab in the top right ribbon on the Home Page
3. Fill-in and submit the info requested
Then, once your request is received, the Facility Manager, Ashlynn Corrigan, will be in touch and provide all
the information you need to successfully run the Zoom Meeting.

If you have any questions about Zoom Rooms, please contact Ashlynn directly.
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Life Groups will meet weekly. The day of week
and meeting time can be determined by taking
your group’s availability into consideration. These
gatherings, if conversation is fruitful, will likely take
up to an hour, especially once people become
more comfortable sharing. When we meet in
person, it will be easier to share a meal together
and even play games together after discussion, so
some Life Groups might meet for long as long as 2
hours (example: 6-8PM). There is no limit to the
amount of time that can be spent together, but this
will greatly depend upon the group. We will be
asking Leaders to commit to being a Life Group
Leader for 6 months. As a Leader, you will not be
on your own, but you will be supported and cared
for by the church.

Aldersgate
Life Groups
Submitted By: Austin White
Assisting Pastor
Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com

We are kicking off a new ministry at Aldersgate
Church, and we are looking for Leaders to step
up and form a Life Group! If you would like to be
a Life Group Leader, please email me.
What is a Life Group?
A Life Group is different from a Bible Study or
Sunday School Class. Ideally, these groups would
be hosted in homes, a place of comfort, intimacy,
and vulnerability. One primary focus of the group
is to share the Christian life together, which
includes life outside of the church building. This
might look like group members sharing what God
has been teaching them in the last week, asking
questions together, sharing thoughts with one
another, reading God’s Word together, breaking
bread together, laughing together, praying
together, encouraging one another, and going
deeper in their faith together. Iron sharpens iron,
but this can only happen when two or more pieces
of iron are intentionally brought together.

The recommended group size is between 6 and
12 members. All are invited to be part of a Life
Group at Aldersgate. Life Group members do not
have to be attending the same service at
Aldersgate to be part of the same Life Group.
Intergenerational groups are not only welcomed,
but they are encouraged. Some groups might
organically form with people in similar stages of
life, while others could be a group of unlikely
friends from different backgrounds.
How are we going to kick-off this ministry?
These groups will start out online via Zoom with
the hope of gathering in people’s homes postpandemic. The church will be able to provide Life
Group Leaders with access to our Zoom
subscription once they book a time slot through
the website. Starting off using Zoom may not
seem like the most relational way to meet,
however, it could provide an easier and less
intimidating way for people to join a Life Group.

It is important to note, these groups will not disrupt
or replace any current or future Bible Studies or
Sunday School Classes, but will rather be a new
opportunity to build upon the sermon with the hope
of spurring each to grow deeper in our faith. You
can be part of a Sunday School class, a Bible
Study, and a Life Group. It can be more vulnerable
to meet in someone’s home, but vulnerability leads
us to transparency, and transparency leads us into
deeper relationship with one another, and into
deeper relationship with Christ.

It would not be wise for us to wait any longer to
form Life Groups because, for whatever reason,
God has placed this ministry on our hearts for
such a time as this. God is the one who has
initiated this ministry, so His Spirit will guide it and
the fruits of this ministry will be abundant.

What is required of a Life Group Leader?
The Leader’s primary role is to recruit a Life
Group, host the group weekly, and help guide the
group’s discussion. It will not be the responsibility
of a Life Group Leader to prepare a lesson, or
provide a meal (although you are welcome to do
so once we begin to gather in homes). Each group
will, in their own way, discuss the topic from the
most recent sermon. The church will be continuing
to provide a Study Guide to go along with the
sermons, which will be a great way to start off the
Life Group’s discussion. From there, it will be the
role of the Leader to guide conversation, keeping it
on track and God-honoring.

I would love for each of you who continued to read
this article to be praying about becoming a Life
Group Leader. Maybe you already have 6 people
who God has laid on your heart to share the
Christian life with. Maybe you are already doing
something like this with a group of friends and God
is asking you to open the door to new people. If
God is calling you to be part of this movement, I
encourage you to say “yes” and see how God
uses you to be a blessing to others, and how He
blesses you in the process.
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Fellowship Hall Renovation
Update

Submitted By: David Jones, Renovation Team Leader
dj.yorkshire@comcast.net

Hello to all of you and we trust you are staying safe
and well and looking forward to worshipping or being
in fellowship in a renovated space. The Team is at
work and has presented a “not to exceed budget” to
the Trustees and is currently awaiting their approval.
We are moving forward based on the donations
already received and you can be assured your
contribution will not be sidetracked to other accounts.

Faithful - Through It All
Submitted By: Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair
ryanjwilt@gmail.com

The Coronavirus has placed many organizations
and businesses in survival mode, without a clear
path forward. With all the uncertainty and
challenging financial conditions, it would be very
understandable if a charitable organization was
significantly behind on their normal giving. For
Aldersgate, that is not the case. God has
continued going about His work through our
congregation and staff. It is amazing how He has
blessed us with the talent and ability to almost
instantaneously transform our brick and mortar
church into an online church. I mentioned during a
recent Finance Meeting that if we look back a year
ago, this rapid shift would not have been likely.

Many of you ponder if we can make all this occur
during the ‘stay at home’ order. This is extremely
doubtful as, for example, the chair that has been
chosen (see photograph, ignore color.) has a 6-8
week delivery. As you know the roof is to be renewed
as part of the project and we would not wish to put
new carpet down, paint walls, etc. and then have a
leak during the roof work. We will be coordinating
schedules with the Roofing Project Team when we get
closer to the action stage.
One major change will be the replacement of the
temporary staging with a permanent stage which will
be contiguous with the existing stage and allow for
more people and activities to take place.
We will keep you informed of our progress and
provide a timetable as soon as we feel confident we
have all our ‘ducks in line’.

All this amazing work would not be achievable
without the generous and faithful giving of our
congregation. We have seen an increase in the
use of e-Giving and many people are mailing or
dropping off their contributions.
We are so grateful God continues to put giving on
our hearts. Year-to-date, our giving corresponds
well with last year. Plus, we have had very sizable
contributions, and continue to receive pledges, to
our One-for-One Fund. Thank you so much for
your continued support! I am confident it is God’s
will for us to emerge from this crisis as an even
greater force for His good.

Pianist and Organist
Contact
Dave Yoder, SPRC Chair
daveyoder@danfoss.com
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Option 1
Fee Structure for
Online Giving
(Automatically deducted
from amount given.)
Auto Pay from your Bank
directly to Church’s Bank
- NO FEES!
ACH Transfers = 1% +
$0.45/transaction
Credit Card = 2.75% +
$.045/transaction

Option 2

Option 3
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ATTENTION HIGH $CHOOL GRADUATE$
AND ALL COLLEGE $TUDENT$!

It is safe to say that we
all have needed some
encouragement
during
this time so the JWalkers wanted to send
some your way!

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR
BARBARA GABLE $CHOLAR$HIP APPLICATION
NOW DUE MONDAY, JUNE 15TH!
Contact Miranda Moland for Application.

“This is my command - be strong and
courageous! Do not be afraid or
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
Abby Kusmierski
“Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you. I
do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.”
John 14:27
Lindsay Murr
“I have been encouraged by a song called
‘While I Wait’ by Lincoln Brewster. The song
talks about worshipping while waiting for
things to get better and it spoke to me during
this time. We can make the best of things
and continue to worship and glorify God in
all that we do! As the song says, ‘though I
don’t have all the answers, still I trust you, all
the same.” God will provide and we, as His
people, must continue to trust in Him!”
Tommy Elder
“I have been listening to worship music a lot
during this time to get things off of my mind
and it has reminded me that in Jesus there
is always hope!”
Zach Murr

“I have told you these
things, so that in me
you may have peace. In
this world you will have
trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the
world.” John 16:33

Submitted By: Miranda Moland
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com
717-854-4276, Ext. 22
Crossover Life Group: Aldersgate Young Adults

REMIND App: Text @aclg20 to the number 81010
The Young Adults at Aldersgate have continued to meet
weekly throughout this quarantine. We have been
meeting on Zoom every Wednesday night at 6:30PM.
This has provided us the opportunity to join together in
fellowship and be encouraged through Gods Word!
Searching for fellowship and encouragement during
this time in your life? Join us and make connections!
The culture of this group is based
on the phase of life typically
common for those individuals
between ages of 18 and 29.

J-WALKER NEWS
J-Walkers meet every Sunday evening over Zoom during
the quarantine! (Email Miranda Moland for a link.)

Jr. High (6th-8th grade) at 4PM
Sr. High (9th-12th grade) at 6PM

Stay up-to-date with the latest J-Walker news!
Email: Miranda.Moland@aldersgateyork.com
REMIND App: Text @j-walkers to number 81010

Be still, and know that I am God!”
Psalm 46:10

aldersgate_jwalkers

Jr. High - 6th-8th grade, ages 11-13
Sr. High - 9th-12th grade, ages 14-18

J-Walkers: Aldersgate Youth
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2020 HIGH SCHOOL AND
COLLEGE GRADUATES!
Aldersgate Church would like to make this year extra
special for our seniors in recognizing and celebrating
their accomplishments! If you would like your
graduating high school or college senior to be
included in our recognition and celebration event,
please email the following information by Friday,
May 15th to Miranda.Moland@aldersgateyork.com.
High School Graduate
1. First and Last Name of Graduate (middle name
optional)
2. Name of High School Graduating From
3. College Attending (if applicable)
4. Major Chosen (if applicable)
5. 1-6 picture of Graduate for a slide show
1.
2.
3.
4.

College Graduate
First and Last Name of Graduate (middle name
optional)
Name of College Graduating From
Degree and Area of Study
1-6 pictures of Graduate for a slide show

We are thankful for our seniors and look forward
to celebrating their hard work and
accomplishments!

From One Heart To Another
Dear Parents of Graduates,
Though these are tough days. In the midst of
the loss of many things, may we be
encouraged. Our sons and daughters are
going out like they came to us, in the quiet
and simplicity of being together at home. This
is certainly not what we expected, but is
there space in our hearts to consider it a gift
of sorts? May we think of the ordinary, but
special moments we are sharing now, a
return to the beginning like these moments
with our children years ago. Yet, this time it’s
a chance to pass on final wisdom and love,
not crowded out by the wonderful, but busy,
Senior events. As we continue to hold our
children in prayer, may we take comfort in
knowing our Heavenly Father has them in the
palm of His hand, while we have them in our
arms; and loves them even more than we do.
May we cling to the truths we know. He sees
them and will care for them. May God give us
the wisdom and patience to walk with them
through this gateway to the next phase of
their lives in a new way.
Empathetically,
Another Parent of a Graduate

Special Blessings is a ministry at Aldersgate Church designed to fit
the needs of individuals in York County who have intellectual and/or
physical disabilities. This group is inclusive to any age and level of
ability. Our mission is to share the love of Jesus to each individual
in a way that fits their specific needs.
Due to the temporary closure of our facility, the Special Blessings
Class will not be meeting in person until further notice.
Sunday school lessons are being mailed out each week during this
time to the those who have participated in this class to offer them a
way to stay connected, continue to learn about Jesus’ love and
engage in some fun activities at home like those pictured here.
Interested in learning
more about this group?
Would you like to
receive the Sunday
School lessons each
week?
Email Miranda Moland. (Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com)
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Mamma Duck “Esther” is “social distancing”
herself while she sits on her eggs.

Papa Drake is checking in
to make sure all is well.

Happy Birthday, little ducklings! Esther paraded all 15 of them around the Memorial Garden
to show them off. Her ducklings were well behaved, as they would not leave mamma’s side.

A few days later, Esther
was pecking on the glass
door of the church
requesting our assistance
to open the door so she
can escort her ducklings
to the pond.

The Staff responded to her request, creating a
mini hallway to guide them to exit the church.
14

Once outside, God
provided a big white arrow
to show Esther which way
to go. Ever wish God
would do that for us?

Across the parking lot...

Pass the air conditioner and through the grass, to the pond they
ventured. The ducklings kept in step with Esther the whole time.

Towards the tree...

On the grass then
over the hill...

Almost there...Home Stretch!
All 15 are accounted for!
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Welcome Home!

Submitted By: Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director
Lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com
717-843-8292

As Charles Dickens said,
“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times”.
I am sure we all resonate with the truth in this
statement, especially in our current state of social
distancing and isolation. The Preschool family has
been mourning the abrupt end of our time with the
children - no more smiles and laughter as they arrive;
no more good-bye hugs and high-fives at the end of
a wonderful day; no in-person end of year
celebrations. However, we decided to look at the flip
side of this pandemic coin and as a result we hosted
a “Social-Distancing Drive-By” last week as a way to
bring some closure to the end of the school year.

May you embrace this time with your children! It will
become a wonderful memory for them when they are
older and will lead to great family stories in the
future. Please don’t get me wrong, I know this is a
challenging and frightening time for many of us, and
it has taken me some time to come to grips with what
has been lost; but I find so much hope and joy in
what can be found during this time! May you find the
joy in the midst of the losses. May we all use this
time to slow down and enjoy all the wonders and
blessings around us, especially our little ones.

We have been blessed with the ability to use
technology to stay in touch with “our kids”. We have
interacted virtually by reading stories to them, playing
virtual games and sending supportive articles and
activities for parents to use as they navigate through
this unknown territory with their children. This
Pandemic has been a blessing for the young children
as well as the parents; as they get to experience a
slower pace of life - one that is less hectic, more
peaceful and calm. They can learn to enjoy the
luxury of doing nothing, become creative and
imaginative in their boredom, and take time to
explore the amazing wonders of nature God has
given us. Families have more time to sit and gather
around the dinner table, play games and converse.
These are all such fundamental building blocks for a
young child’s education and social/emotional
development, but one that has been somewhat
stolen by our hectic lifestyles of today.
16

2020-2021 Preschool Registration is NOW OPEN!
Accepting Applications for our 2, 3 and 4-year old classes.
Contact Lynne Ciepiela. (717-843-8292 or lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com)
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Submitted By: Brittany Brubaker
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

childrensministry@aldersgateyork.com
Brittany.brubaker@aldersgateyork.com
717-854-4276, Ext. 18
The Amazing Adventures: Aldersgate Kids

Although these past few weeks have been full of
confusion and uncertainty, one thing that has been
proven true is that even in the face of the unknown,
we serve a mighty God who is constant and faithful.
This has been a season of learning for all of us,
especially as we have expanded our ministries to
the virtual realm. It has definitely pushed us all to
new levels and has brought about many positive
changes tin a short amount of time.

picked up weekly just outside the Church’s West
Entrance doors.) We are excited to continue with
these additions even when we get back to our
‘normal’. It has been encouraging to see our
Amazing Adventure families spending so much
quality time together and bonding over Sunday
Children’s Worship Service. If nothing else, this
change of life has been a reminder to us all that
family truly is the first church; may we keep this at
the forefront of our minds going forward.

The Amazing Adventures is so blessed to have so
many passionate and dedicated volunteers. They
have gone above and beyond as they continue
serving our children at Aldersgate by intentionally
praying for their students, reaching out to them
through emails and handwritten letters, and eagerly
participating in whatever is asked of them to make
sure we are doing our very best to support our
families while we are unable to meet in person. We
The Amazing Adventures Facebook page is where are so thankful for them and their selfLESS acts of
we keep in touch with our children’s ministry families love.
and volunteers; consistently posting updates, While many may look at this time of quarantine
activities, virtual lessons, parenting articles and through a negative lens, may we continue to see the
more. New outreaches evolved, such as the Grab way the Lord is using this situation for good and the
and Go Baggies, which provide age specific printed many positives that continue to emerge. His
materials from the Orange Curriculum, as well as blessings are new every day, even in uncertain
games and other fun resources. (These can be times such as this.

Summer Camp Can Change Your Life
Submitted By: Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader
Vanessa.trauger@aldersgateyork.com

While many things are canceled or closed due to the Coronavirus, registration for summer camp is open! On
Easter Sunday, I shared a little bit of my testimony, but I was not able to dive in to how my life was
transformed by the experiences I had at a special place called Wesley Forest.
Wesley Forest Camp and Retreat Center is a part of the Susquehanna Conference Camp and Retreat
Ministry. The first time I attended camp was when I was 19 years old and this summer will be my 5 th year
serving as a Camp Counselor for kids in grades 3 through 6.
The best way to describe Wesley Forest is “a little piece of heaven”. Unplugging and spending a week in the
forest, with no outside distractions, allows campers time to reflect, refocus, and draw closer to God. Eating
family-style meals together with the kids and other counselors, worshipping outside, hiking, reading by the
lake, playing games in the field, and studying the Bible at the top of the Chimney Rock Vista are just a few of
the highlights they offer. Kids in all types of life situations, decide to follow or recommit their lives to Jesus
each year. Camps are available for those in grades 1-12, post grads, and special needs.
This year I will be volunteering for Camp Splash/Camp Soaked, grades 3-12, running from July 12th through
the 17th. Since I have volunteered at other types of camps they offer, I would be more than happy to answer
any questions you may have. Feel free to email me. (I love talking about my camp experiences.) I strongly
encourage you to sign your kids up for a life-changing week at Wesley Forest - you won’t regret it and
neither will they.
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As we navigate through these uncertain
times, one thing you can be certain of…
...Aldersgate Church will be hosting
Vacation Bible School this summer!

For starters, each family will be provided bags full of
materials, activities, games, and gifts to help make
sure everyone has the supplies they need to
participate in the at-home video-based VBS.
Next, all the Children’s Ministry Leaders will be

Mark your calendars and plan to join us
making frequent “virtual appearances” so the kids will
Monday, July 13th through Friday, July 17th! see familiar faces from Aldersgate and to keep it
Have we got a “virtually” awesome
experience for you this year!

personalized to our Amazing Adventurers.

Over the next few weeks, the sign-up for VBS will to
be released along with more details, so stay
In order to begin making plans, we decided to commit connected through our Amazing Adventures
to a virtual VBS this year. Yes, it will look a bit Facebook Page and the Church Website!
different than we are used to; but this new experience
We can’t wait to bring this virtual
is guaranteed to be just as fun and engaging for
everyone involved: kids, parents and volunteers alike.
experience to you!
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Membership Musings

Submitted By: Sherry Smith, Membership and Finance Secretary
Sherry.Smith@aldersgateyork.com

Here’s hoping that a rainy, chilly April bring us
more than May flowers! As we have journeyed
through this second month of physical isolation
from one another, I hear more and more of you
speak of your readiness and your longing to
reconnect in person with your friends, your family,
and especially your church family. One friend,
with whom I speak regularly, lamented, “I miss
hugs!” We have come to realize so many things
we took for granted are worth far more than we
imagined.

truly blessed when we learn to trust Him with our
very being and give thanks for all things. Look for
the abundance of “flowers” that spring up for you
in May.
During this season of uncertainty, we have been
blessed to know of no one in our congregation
who fell ill with Covid-19. Praise God! There are
doctors and nurses in our congregation, Dr. Matt
Howie, Dr. Hannah Groff, Nurse Tyler Moland,
and perhaps others of whom I am not aware,
whose lives have been impacted by the Covid-19
challenge and we give thanks for their
commitment. There have been others like Tom
Craven, Linda Clark, and Rob Ciepiela who have
faced serious health challenges and are
experiencing God’s grace and healing. Rev.
Daniel Wilcox is back home in Alaska and
recovering his strength following a grueling six
weeks of cancer treatment in Seattle, WA. God is
good!

Oh, not that at first the respite from busy-ness, too
many engagements, too full schedules, etc. was
not an almost welcome departure, but now we
crave connection! Indeed, God created us to be
in community with each other, and some of us are
wilting from a lack of nourishing relationships. Let
us continue to pray for deliverance from this
unnatural state of affairs!
I personally have had opportunity to speak with
many of our flock and I count it a privilege and a
blessing to hear your voices as you share your
thoughts and concerns, your gratitude for good
health and having enough, your gratitude for the
ways Aldersgate has been reaching out in new
ways to engage our family of faith, and your hopes
for what is to come. We who know the Lord are

The month of May brings 108 birthdays in our
family of faith and some are very special
birthdays! You may want to remember some of
these special people with a card or phone call.
Few people can help but smile if someone calls
and sings “Happy Birthday to you!”

Our special May birthdays are:









Vangie Turner, 912 Bond Ave., York, 17403 on May 9
Ray Butcher, 2187 S. Queen St., York 17402, 95 years on May 11
Hazel McGurk, 456 Freemason Dr., Grand Lodge Hall, Apt. 248. Elizabethtown, 17022, 102 years on
May 19
Ruth King, 1775 Powder Mill Rd., Room 103, York, 17402, 94 on May 20
Joyce Plum, 2205 S. Queen St., York, 17402, also on May 20
Carolyn Reever, 107 Lexington Rd., York, 17402 on May 21
John Tull, 143 Springdale Rd., York, 17403 also on May 21

Rejoice, my friends, in the everyday blessings you experience. Living with an attitude of thankfulness
changes the way you see everything. I pray you see all the beauty around you!
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Cards from the Heart Ministry

Submitted By: Sherry Smith, Membership and Finance Secretary
Sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276

Have you been blessed when receiving cards, notes or small tokens of affection from family, friends and
acquaintances? Then you know the joy of being remembered, encouraged, affirmed and loved! Our
Aldersgate Church family is unique in that we are large enough to provide some amazing benefits and
opportunities to our members, and yet small enough to know so many of our congregational family in a
personal way. If you are one who desires to bless others by your caring and encouraging words, I want to
hear from you!
There are no particular skills needed to be a part of this ministry, just a love for the Lord and the desire to
love His people through the written word. I am looking for those who will help others celebrate
accomplishments, birthdays, and other life events; share words of comfort and encouragement in times of
doubt and sorrow; and brighten someone’s day- just because! We need encouragers for children, youth,
new parents, empty nesters, senior citizens, staff members, every age and stage of life. This is a ministry you
can do from the comfort of your own home or in person if you so choose.

Please contact me if you are ready to find out more and join our team.
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
I Thessalonians 5:11

SENIOR FRIENDS
Submitted By: Karen Julian
kmjulian1@comcast.net

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter
and your life with joy." Job 8:21
Job knew what it was to face difficulty. During the last weeks we've seen a disaster hit our country like
none we've ever experienced before. Yet we know the Lord gave us a capacity for joy in spite of our
troubles. Maybe it's time to inject a sense of humor into our lives. So, in spite of the sentimental
attachment to Mother's Day, I'm going to share a few observations which I hope will bring a smile to your
face.

☺ "Making

the decision to have a child--it's momentous. It is to decide forever to have your heart
walking around outside your body." Elizabeth Stone

☺ "All mothers are working mothers."
☺ "Motherhood is like Albania. You can't trust the brochures; you have to go there."
☺ "Nothing else will ever make you as happy or sad, as proud or as tired, as

Marni Jackson
motherhood." Elia

Parsons

☺ "Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to do with it."

Haim

Ginott

☺ "A grandmother is a mother who has a second chance."
☺ "God could not be everywhere and therefore He made mothers."

Jewish Proverb

At the present time we have no idea what to expect in May, but hopefully some of our regular activities will
be possible. The leaders of the 500 Games, Book Group and Prayer Group will keep in touch. In the
meantime, if you have any special needs, feel free to contact them or the Church Office.
In parting: "The longest word in the English language, a technical name for a protein, is 189,819 letters
long. Actually, the longest word is "smiles" because if you look closely there is a mile between the first
and last letter.
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Rethinking Worship
Submitted By: Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader
Vanessa.trauger@aldersgateyork.com

I am finally getting an answer to a question I
have been pondering for months. What is
worship? It seems like I should know the answer
since I am the Contemporary Worship Leader,
but this question is bigger to me than what it
seems, especially now. We use the word
“worship” a lot as Christians, but what does it
really mean to worship?

be Mary. So much of my year was spent being
busy in the kitchen with the preparations and
worrying about the details. Now, I hear Jesus
clearly telling me, as he told Martha, “’you are
worried and upset about many things, but few
things are needed—or indeed only one’” (Luke
10:41-42). It all comes down to this: These
elements I defined worship by are meant to
enhance the worship, not be the worship. God
does not love me any less if I do not have all the
bells and whistles. I just need to focus on HIM. It
is so simple, yet was so easy to forget as I was
caught on the Sidewinder Rollercoaster of life
and it’s transitions.

So many things changed so fast when we shifted
from a live to virtual worship service. I found
myself trying to figure out how to recreate
worship as I knew it. Now, I am rethinking and
reevaluating my entire mindset.
It has been six weeks since we have been in the
church building together. We don’t get to see the
beautiful cross lit up in Fellowship Hall. There is
no harmony to be heard. Microphones and ear
pieces sit in the closet. Bulletins are not printed.
Baskets are not passed around. Because those
elements associated with worship have not
happened, does that mean worship has
stopped? No! We know worship is still
happening, even without all these elements!

Now that I understand the concept of enhancing
worship, I am looking forward to defining what
worship is out of a new frame of reference simplicity. Worship is the full life- heart, body,
and soul response to God. Worship is Matthew
22:37: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” Worship is sitting on the couch and
singing in my pajamas with my family. Worship is
sitting by my backyard creek, quietly praying,
and listening to the outside music around me.
Worship is still moments in my room. Worship is
belting out a song as I go for a drive. Worship is
straight from the heart. Worship is an outpour of
love for the Lord. Worship is fully centered on
Jesus Christ. Because of this time of forced
adjustment; I am closer to God, with a greater
awareness of the Holy Spirit’s presence within
me; and it’s a good thing because I do not want
to be in the kitchen any longer.

We have continued to worship, virtually with
music, prayer, scripture, and Pastor Dale’s
sermons. Amazingly, Christian artists all over the
globe have been sharing music over the internet
from their homes too. Before the Coronavirus, I
realize now how caught up I would get on so
many aspects of the service. I recall this past
Christmas season, I was on the hot mess
express, trying to figure out how to make
worship “special.” I was so worried about what it
was going to look like, what songs to choose,
and constantly second guessed myself. Just
before the pandemic, I found myself starting on
the same track with regards to Easter. In the
darkest places of my mind, I battled with my self
- convinced I was offering mediocre worship
experiences because I was not being creative
enough. On top of those battles, I struggled to
balance everything with my full-time job and
extracurricular commitment to the school
musical. Anxiety would rise within me and I was
destroying myself through stress.

I have heard many people say, “Maybe this
situation will teach us to slow down and breathe
since we are used to a fast-paced, busy
lifestyle.” I have definitely not slowed down, but
rather have had to be open to drastic
adjustments. And through those times, I have
been reminded to be still and accept the
invitation to reevaluate my priorities. Therefore
as I worship, I will be Mary, focused on the only
thing I need - Jesus. And if I notice Martha
lingering around, I will just invite her to join me,
versus me joining her in the kitchen.
May our lives be lived in such a way that they are
an act of worship unto the Lord always.

After much time with the Lord, I have concluded I
had been Martha, when Jesus was inviting me to
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Music...Food for the Soul

Submitted By: Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader
Vanessa.trauger@aldersgateyork.com

God is still moving mountains and slaying giants, despite the challenges we are facing right now. During
this time of physical isolation, music is available to each of us in a variety of ways to help us get through
each day. Whether we find ourselves in the darkest storm cloud, or bursting with joy; music has the
amazing ability to express what our souls may be groaning; regardless of whether we can carry a tune or
not. God tells us in Romans 8:26-27, “...the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes...and He who searches hearts knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”
How often has a tune instantly transported you to a memory, rendering your spirit to be filled with great joy
– as if you were right there in that moment all over again.
In the middle of March, I began creating a playlist called VICTORY SEASON and have added five new
songs every week that remind me of the victory we have in Jesus! If curiosity leads you to take time to
listen to it, may God use those songs to speak to your heart. Enjoy!
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Isolated - Together

Submitted By: Merv Regener, Church Member
mandnregener@comcast.net

As this Coronavirus Pandemic extends into months, it has caused me to reflect on the life situation in which
we find ourselves. While we are isolated to a large degree, we are also very much together. Just this
morning (Sunday) I was in church, not in the traditional way, but enough to be able to worship as a church
family.
In my very formative years I was somewhat isolated in that my parents owned a small farm and neighbors
were few and far between. But at the same time, I had the advantage of being part of a very large family
(youngest of 10 children). Some of the older siblings had already “flown the coop” by the time I came along,
but a couple of brothers and sisters were still at home. Sunday dinners were very special because everyone
would show up, spouses and children. It was not uncommon to have 15 or so sit down together for a family
meal and then enjoy some games. So, while I may have been somewhat isolated geographically, I still had
the togetherness of family.

Today, we are isolated in that we are being asked to stay at home, but at the same time we have family via
technology. As time passes and life evolves, we find ourselves becoming part of several different “families”.
One of mine is the private family owned resort in West Virginia where Nancy and I, along with children and
grandchildren have vacationed for most of 45 years. Another is the group of guys with whom I played golf
every Tuesday morning for many years. Being part of such families means we are not totally isolated. We
are together by being able to talk and share time.
I give thanks to our amazing God that I have had, and continue to have several families. I cherish my
biological family, but I also cherish my Aldersgate family.
This pandemic will come to an end, and when it does; we will be back worshipping together. God is in
control and He will guide us through. In the meantime, my prayers go out to all of God’s people at
Aldersgate and everywhere.
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Enjoy David Jones’
“Sounds of the Sanctuary”
In the comfort of our own home.
To download audio files
of the first CD, go to our website.
~ OR ~
Find the latest
Sounds of the Sanctuary Video
on our website or Facebook page.

Oh God, in this month of May, we recognize all those
who have fallen in service of their country.
Thank you for the brave men and women who have
been willing to lay down their lives for the safety and
protection of others.
As we remember those who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country, we also remember Your
Son, who made the ultimate sacrifice on a cross for
all nations, fought the battle against sin, and rose
victoriously from the grave; so all who call upon the
name of Jesus might have life now and life eternal.
It is for this reason, Lord, we can entrust our loved
ones to You. They are much safer with You than in
our clinging hands.
We trust those who knew You and have fallen in
battle have been welcomed into Your loving arms.
Watch over those men and women who have been
exposed to the horrors of war.
We ask for You to bless them and their families with
Your peace and provision.
Grant Your loving protection over those who
continue to serve our nation, and comfort those who
have lost loved ones in wars all over the globe.
We ask Your peace would prevail among all the
nations, O God.
In times as uncertain as these, give us Your eyes to
see Your blessings in the midst of pain and sorrow.
When we face the storms of this life, help us to walk
upon the waves with our gaze fixed upon You.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, our savior.
Amen.
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Gardeners Wanted

Submitted By: Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative and Operations Assistant
faciltymanager@aldersgatyork.com or Ashlyn.corrigan@aldersgateyork.com
717-854-4276, Ext. 10

Aldersgate Church is blessed with a beautiful campus that includes many shrubbery and planting beds. We
have also been blessed to have had many members over the years who lovingly cared for these areas
regularly throughout the season: weeding, trimming, planting flowers, etc. In the beginning of the season,
these volunteers would sign-up to “adopt-a-specific area” listed below and tend to it whenever it was needed
to keep the landscape visually appealing. This option worked very well, as volunteers were able to come at a
time that fit their schedules.
Due to the quarantine, we have not been able to host our Annual Spring Cleaning Day and our landscape is
crying out for some much needed TLC. Therefore, we are looking for groups, couples, families, friends or
individuals who would be willing to help maintain various areas on the church grounds on a regular basis or
even just once or twice.
The Trustees will be making arrangements for a mulch delivery soon, but in the meantime; we need to get the
beds cleaned up and ready. So, if you would be willing to either “adopt-a-specific-area” or volunteer once or
twice, your offer would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Ashlynn Corrigan and let her know what you
are willing and able to do to help keep our grounds as vibrant and alive as our church family is.
The areas available for “adoption” and/or need some loving attention are:
1. The circle by the parking spaces on the left, driving into the West Entrance.
2. The areas on either side of the North Entrance, between the Gathering Place/Sanctuary.
3. The area around the Good Shepherd statue.
4. The area by the East Entrance, including the Northeast corner.
5. The area outside South Entrance 2, next to the playground.
6. The area by the BBQ pit.
7. The Memorial Garden/Courtyard.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can be a part of beautifying our landscape.
Sending a big “Thank you!” to Bob Davis, Dave Norris, David Jones, Andy Miller and Jim Smith; who have
recently been spotted clearing out debris from the winter, refreshing the beds for spring and power washing
sidewalks.

Who do I contact?
Email...

Reason...

Sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com

To be added to the email group who receives the Prayers and Praises
submitted by our Aldersgate family. (Sent out weekly on Mondays and
as needed for urgent requests and praises.)

Communications@aldersgateyork.com

Inform/advertise ministry updates, events, personal testimonials,
praises, etc. or interested in serving on the Communications Ministry
Team

FacilityManager@aldersgateyork.com

Calendar Additions/Cancelations, Room Requests, Building Repair/
Maintenance Notifications, Interested in Volunteering to help with
building needs, Vehicle Usage

TechTeam@aldersgateyork.com

Technical Needs for various events/studies, Interested in Serving on
the Worship/Tech Arts Team
Anything pertaining to The Amazing Adventures Children's Ministry at

Childrensministry@aldersgateyork.com Aldersgate
Safe.sanctuary@aldersgateyork.com

Interested in Volunteering to work with Children

Officemanager@aldersgateyork.com

Inquiries about reimbursement, needs for ministry events
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Submissions for Good Tidings Newsletter are due by the 15th of each month.

The Aldersgate Manifesto

Church is not a country club where, when you become a member,
you are entitled to selfish benefits and first-class opinions.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where free grace is given, especially to the poor and broken-hearted.

Church is not a fashion show where you flaunt your pious success and knowledge.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where being real is the deal, and where we would rather serve than be served.

Church is not a hotel for saints, but a hospital for sinners.

Come to Aldersgate…
And be a sinner who has discovered the fullness of God’s forgiveness and grace.

Church is not a place to sit, soak, and sour for an hour.

Come to Aldersgate…
And receive the joy of God’s Word and the power of God’s promises.

Church is not a religious requirement where people are manipulated into attendance.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where people are excited to know Jesus and grow deeper in their faith.

Church is not a legalistic institution to shame people if they do not comply.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where, regardless of who you are or where you have been, you receive unconditional love.
KNOW JESUS. LIVE JESUS. SHARE JESUS.
28 we do!
That’s what

