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GOOD TIDINGS

Church is not
cancelled!
It will never be
cancelled!
We are worshipping
online. Please join us!
Even if the lights in
the building are not
on, the Light of the
Church will always be
shining.

For the latest updates, find us on Facebook at “Aldersgate Church York”
To receive eUpdates, send your email address to communications@aldersgateyork.com.

Dear Church Family,

THE LEADERSHIP OF ALDERSGATE
Harvey Elder, Resource Ministry Team Chair
Beth Duvall, Resource Ministry Team Vice Chair
Linda Jacob, Trustees Chair
Jeff Kuhn, Trustees Vice Chair
Dave Yoder, Staff–Parish Relations Chair
Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair
Dan Calloway, Endowment Chair
Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair
Jan Bowden, Nominations & Leadership
Development Vice Chair
Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader
Kevin Hoffman, Co-Lay Leader

We want to thank you for the prayers,
visits, love and support showed to us during
Dick’s recent surgery. God heard our prayers
as Dick’s surgery was successful, had less
than expected pain and a recovery that was
more than we anticipated. God is great all
the time.
Peace,
Dick & Bobbie Jacobs

“Pandemic”
By Lynn Ungar

PASTORAL STAFF

What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the Sabbath—
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.

Reverend Dale Parker, Lead Pastor
Austin White, Assisting Pastor

MINISTRY STAFF
Judy Sterner, Congregational Care
Miranda Moland, Youth, Young Adult and Special
Blessings Coordinator
Brittany Brubaker, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director /Safe Sanctuary
Coordinator
Chris Schaeberle, Teaching Assistant
Tracy Springman, Teaching Assistant
Tami Parker, Teaching Assistant

And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)
Know that our lives are in one another’s
hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.

WORSHIP STAFF
Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader
Jim Young, Choir Director

OPERATIONS STAFF
Sheila McConville, Operations Manager
Ashlynn Corrigan, Administrative & Operations Assistant
Sherry Smith, Membership/Finance Secretary
Bill Ilyes, Sexton

397 Tyler Run Road, York, PA 17403
Web-site: www.aldersgateyork.com
Facebook: Aldersgate York
Phone: 717-854-4276
Church Office Hours: 9AM to 5PM
Days of Operation: Monday - Friday
To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Promise this world your love–
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

~ All Things Renewed Through Christ ~
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Help Spread the Word…Not the Virus!
Submitted by: Austin White, Assisting Pastor
Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com

Aldersgate Church has accepted the challenge to rethink and redesign how we, as a church,
worship and connect during this pandemic. As a result, WE ARE NOW MORE ACTIVE
ONLINE THAN EVER BEFORE! (We need your help to spread the word.)
The use of technology has equipped us to make the best of our circumstances and stay connected, even if it is virtually.
That said, it is up to each of us to either use it, or learn how to use it, in order to gain the fullest benefit from it. If you
would like to have someone teach you how to gain access to, or navigate through, the website, Facebook or email links;
please contact the church office and we will be glad to secure a volunteer to help you, over the phone. If you are
familiar with technology and would be willing to teach someone else over the phone, please either call the church office
or email Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com. (717-854-4276) to let him know you are willing to help.
Recognizing the importance of staying active in our faith, especially during a time when it would be easy to become
dormant or go in hibernation mode, we encourage you to…
• Rethink and discuss with your families/friends what “worship” looks like for now.
• Refuse to see these times as an opportunity to take a break from church.
• Rise above the challenges of current circumstances and discipline yourself to remain virtually connected to the
body of Christ. Help spread the word we are online.
• Reach out to one another frequently, either virtually or by phone.
The Staff has been working diligently to establish a variety of ways to offer connections to our church family. Listed
below are ways you can receive timely updates, encouraging words, weekly and spontaneous times of worship,
“Wednesdays in the Word” (a new segment from Pastor Austin), and other messages from your Pastors and Staff
members. Each are interconnected with one another.
Website – www.aldersgateyork.com – Visit often. Video links are also on our YouTube page.
• Facebook - Aldersgate Church York - Follow us. Many of the posts from the Facebook page will link you
directly to our website.
• YouTube - Aldersgate Church York - Subscribe for updates.
Children, Youth, their parents/care-givers, and Young Adults - Brittany and Miranda have been working diligently
to bring age appropriate updates, challenges, encouragement, ideas and information to you through the use of
technology as well. Check out the information in this issue for details on how to stay connected with the specific age
group that pertains to you and/or your family.
Please notify the church if you have any needs or know of someone who does. (717-854-4276)

Quarantined and Busy

plan for the much-needed renovations in Fellowship
Hall. They’ve been hard at work looking at new
carpet, chairs, sound panels, window treatments and
expanding the stage to bring this area up-to-date for
Greetings from the Trustees!
We a better worship experience. We’ll keep you informed
hope everyone is staying safe and on their progress in the near future.
enjoying Pastor Dale and Pastor
Austin’s updates and messages from Currently, we are in the process of getting quotes to
the comfort of your homes.
It’s replace our shingled roof, as this is a priority item on
amazing what technology allows us to our “To Do” list. We are also planning our annual
do these days! We can stay in touch without being in clean-up and mulching of the landscaping around the
the same room, and that’s just what we are doing as church to give our outside a nice renewal as well, just
Trustees. We know there is still much to do to keep in time for the colors of Spring to arrive.
our church facilities operating well so we don’t miss a
While we may be forced to physically distance
beat when we’re all able to be together again.
ourselves from each other for a bit, rest assured,
As you know, we hit the initial goal of $200,000 for we’re still working behind the scenes and in spirit!
the 2020 Vision Campaign back in January. Since
then, we’ve formed a sub-committee to address and Blessing to you all.
Submitted by: Linda Jacob, Trustees Chair
Linda.jacob4@yahoo.com
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Experience the events of the Passion Week in real time.
EasterNow provides step-by-step notification of Easter events
and locations from Palm Sunday until Easter Morning.
The EasterNow app is available in the
Apple App store and the Google Play store.

It’s hard to believe we are almost halfway through the “God in You” Sermon Series already! As we
continue on this journey together hopefully each of us are gaining a clearer understanding and
appreciation for the mystery of the Holy Spirit. May we each continue to discover, or rediscover, how
releasing the power of the Holy Spirit within our lives, will ignite the passion of our walk with Christ.
Just a friendly reminder, if you haven’t already (especially now since many of us find ourselves at home
more than we initially anticipated), consider purchasing the book, “God In You: Releasing the Power of
the Holy Spirit in Your Life”, by Dr. David Jeremiah and follow along as Pastors Dale and Austin,
continue in this series. As we celebrate Palm Sunday and Easter, we will be taking a recess from
this series. The God in You Series will resume after Easter, on Sunday, April 19th with Chapter 6:
Illumination of the Spirit.
Pastor Dale continues to provide a Study Guide each week with questions for each chapter for those
who are interested in going deeper. A link to download the Study Guide is provided both on the website
and in the eUpdates each week. If you need assistance in operating technology or you do not have
access to technology, please notify Pastor Austin White so we can help meet your need.
(Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276)
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In this unprecedented time, may you find comfort in The Word...
Submitted by: Pastor Dale
Dale.parker@aldersgateyork.com

“…Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk, and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:31

This was the passage God gave me before I came to Aldersgate Church and hence; my Calling. I had no
idea how relevant this passage would become until recently. As we endure this battle against COVID-19, I
want you to know Aldersgate Church will not only survive, but we are going to thrive. While reading the Book
of Acts, studying church history, and hearing about those countries where Christians are persecuted; one
overarching truth stands out - Christianity prevails in unbelievable numbers. While we may not yet see
evidence of this, it is going to happen. We, as Aldersgate Church, are going to be ready! Our Leadership,
Staff, Assisting Pastor and I are doing everything possible, while God does the impossible. Because of the
new online and phone ministries, video conferencing meetings, and the creative recordings; we are able to
provide weekly worship services, Bible Studies, Amazing Adventure Kids lessons, J-Walker Youth activities,
Each One Reach One phone calls, and special sounds of music; just to name a few of the positive results
from this time of quarantine.
Knowing Aldersgate Church is in good order, let me now speak to you as your Spiritual Counselor. I wish I
could be with you in person. I would share countless stories of people, including myself, who have gone
through life and death situations. I would share with you countless stories from the Bible attesting to the fact
that God is faithful and true in times of calamities. I would also share with you about the Counselor (Holy
Spirit) Jesus promised before His own death. But in light of the social distancing, I will utilize the tools of
virtual ministry and the monthly newsletter. Also, I will soon be adding positive words of encouragement and
devotions online, and mass recorded phone call messages too. I encourage you to do your part to stay
connected virtually and check the website on a regular basis.
Here is a key passage for calamities. Read it daily. It is healthy for the soul.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7

Stay Tuned… God is in Control!
Submitted by: Harvey Elder, Ministry Resource Team Chair
hkelder@comcast.net

Wow, what a difference a couple of weeks can make! While our world is rapidly
changing in unpredictable ways, the God we serve remains unchanged from age-toage. Praise God!
The need for the saving grace and restoration Christ brings to the world continues to
grow during this time of uncertainty due to the pandemic. Our vision to Know-Live-Share Jesus remains our
way-point and will continue to guide our prayers and actions. The circumstances and culture we live in today,
require different methods to deliver God’s message of salvation and peace.
A HUGE thank you to Pastor Dale and the A-Team (church staff) for their leadership. This team has quickly
developed on-line content (www.aldersgateyork.com, Facebook and YouTube) to reach us in our homes and
share the message of Jesus with others in our community and throughout the world. Our new content is
amazing! Please use this to stay connected as a church and to share with your friends.
While change is upon us, and necessary, there is a comfort in the routines that have been the building blocks
of our faith journeys. I encourage us all to maintain the disciplines that have made Aldersgate strong and
relevant for the past 50 years – daily prayer and devotions, reading the Word, financial support, witnessing,
connecting with others and caring for those in need.
We serve a sovereign God who has used the local church for over 2,000 years to spread the Gospel near and
far. We are thankful for the progress we have made as a Church and we are confident in the future of
Aldersgate and our ability to make disciples for Jesus Christ. Please continue to be a bright Light for Jesus,
shining through the darkness of this world. Thank you for staying true to Jesus and for finding new ways to
reach a world in need!
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God will provide…

Submitted by: Ryan Wilt, Finance Chair
ryanjwilt@gmail.com

It is easy to let the current headlines stress us
out. With the temporary closure of businesses
and the Stock Market drastically going up and
down; finances could be a personal concern.
Maybe you find yourself worried about the
church finances as well. Fortunately, God has
blessed us with His Word, and it provides
guidance for every situation; including finances.
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or
reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” (Matthew 6:26-27)

Personally, I find it hard to completely erase worry from my mind, however scriptures like these are very
reassuring. I know God will provide for both my immediate and church families.
Know that our church finances were good heading into this unforeseen and challenging time. I am confident
they will continue to be in a good state as long as we are following God’s lead.
For those who want to give their tithes and offerings even when we are not present at church; we offer you a
few safe, easy and viable options for you to consider. First, the church office continues to remain open from
9 to 5, Monday through Friday; so if you would like to mail or drop off your tithe and offering, you may
continue to do so. On the other hand, if you have been meaning to discover what online giving is all about,
now is the perfect time to do that. Please refer to the information that follows to determine if and which
method is right for you. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the office at 717-854-4276
and they will be glad to assist you.
Lastly, if any of you are struggling financially, as a family or an individual, please reach out to Judy Sterner.
(judy.sterner@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276, ext. 19) God does His work through those of us who
are called to do His will, your brothers and sisters in Christ.
Stay healthy and God bless.
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Option 1
Fee Structure for
Online Giving
(Automatically deducted
from amount given.)
Auto Pay from your Bank
directly to Church’s Bank
- NO FEES!
ACH Transfers = 1% +
$0.45/transaction
Credit Card = 2.75% +
$.045/transaction

Option 2

Option 3
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Miranda Moland - Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276, Ext. 22
Though we cannot be with each
other in person we want to stay
connected as a Youth Group
and as brothers and sisters in
Christ!

As we continue to be creative
and use technology to our
benefit, continue to watch for
new ways to connect in the near
future.
 Aldersgate Web Site - Youth Ministry Page

Current methods being used to help connect us:
1) Instagram (aldersgate_jwalkers) - posting
encouraging verses and active challenges to
do together
2) Remind App - text “@j-walkers” to “81010”
3) Email Group and E-Updates
4) Texting/ Phone Calls/ Face Time
5) Sermon Videos on Aldersgate website
6) Zoom Live Hangouts (email Miranda for link)
- Middle School - Sundays at 4PM
- High School - Sundays at 6PM

(updated and revised)

 Facebook - J-Walkers: Aldersgate Youth

J-Walkers, consider using this Pandemic as an
opportunity to be bold and invite your friends to our
group. Their hearts may be even more receptive now
in light of the circumstances and be open to “testing
the waters” in the comfort of their own home. Give it
a try - your choice today matters for eternity!
Jr. High - 6th-8th grade, ages 11-13
Sr. High - 9th-12th grade, ages 14-18

COLLEGE STUDENTS! If you

find yourselves back in town
earlier than you planned due to
the Coronavirus, consider joining
our virtual Bible Study through
Zoom on Wednesday evenings
at 7PM. Roughly 15 individuals engage in this group and we
would enjoy connecting with you too!
The Crossover Life Group consists of high school graduates,
college students and individuals in their 20’s and was recently
established in February. It has been a blessing to meet with
others seeking the same things - authentic faith and friendship.
Young Adults, if you have not yet connected to this group,
please contact Miranda (See above.) and join our Remind App
by texting “@aclg20” to the number “81010”.
This Pandemic has certainly challenged us to seek new ways
to stay connected and discover how to utilize technology in our
favor while being creative! In addition to email, texting, Zoom
and Remind; we are working on establishing:
 Young Adult Ministry Page on the Aldersgate Website
 Facebook: Crossover Life Group: Aldersgate Young Adults
The
possibilities
are
endless and we are just
now scratching the surface,
so get connected and stay
tuned in for more!

The culture of this group is based
on the phase of life typically
common for those individuals
between ages of 18 and 29.
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The Special Blessings ministry at
Aldersgate Church is designed to fit the
needs of individuals in York County who
have intellectual
and/or physical
disabilities. This
group is inclusive
to any age and
level of ability.
Our mission is to
share the love of
Jesus to each individual in a way that fits
their specific needs. If you are interested in
attending this group, know of someone
who may benefit from attending, or would
consider volunteering with this population
please contact Miranda. (See above.)
Due to the temporary closure of our facility,
the Special Blessings class will not be
meeting in person until further notice. We
are seeking new opportunities to connect
with our individuals over this time, so stay
tuned for additional information. Until then,
please continue to email and/or call
Miranda with any needs, questions,
concerns, interest, ideas, etc.

Submitted by: Miranda Moland
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com

Have you ever thought about teenagers in
the Bible? Speaking for myself, it is easy to
read stories from the Old and New
Testament and assume the people we are
reading about are adults. This made it
difficult for me as a teenager to see how God
could work through me as He did with
people in the Bible. As an adult, it is easy to
dismiss that adolescents today are responsible for their faith and actions before God. The Bible does not
teach irresponsible behavior as a natural part of human development, but instead expects and embraces
spiritual responsibility.
As I was given the opportunity to engage in a class at
Messiah College this Spring, my eyes were opened to
the truth about the age of some people Jesus
empowered to make a difference. These people were the
ages of what we consider today as “teenagers.” A few
examples of “teenagers” Jesus related to in the Bible
were Joseph, Daniel, David, Esther, Samuel, Mary, Paul,
and Timothy. It is also believed many of Jesus’ disciples
may have fallen under the “teenage” category because
Jesus and Peter were the only two disciples required to
pay the temple tax indicating “adulthood”.
As a Youth Coordinator, it is exciting for me to study
these stories as I can see the possibilities of what
the Holy Spirit can do through our youth at
Aldersgate! My ultimate prayer for each and every
one of our J-Walkers is for them to see this vision
for themselves too. God has given them each gifts,
talents and great purpose on this earth! The JWalkers shared some of these gifts and passions
with our congregation the first weekend in March by
leading our congregation in worship, collecting tithes
and offerings, serving communion, greeting, running
technology and delivering a powerful message. Our
youth are NOT the church of tomorrow… they ARE
the church of TODAY. Right now, in the present,
Jesus will use them in extraordinary ways!
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Brittany Brubaker - Children’s Ministry Coordinator
childrensministry@aldersgateyork.com ~ Brittany.brubaker@aldersgateyork.com ~ 717-854-4276, Ext. 18
Due to the Coronavirus, we are connecting with our families
through emails and eUpdates. If you have not received any
emails or the weekly eUpdates from Aldersgate Church,
please contact Brittany Brubaker so we can add you to our
group. Be on the lookout for the “Holy Week at Home Study
and Activity Packet” that will be sent out via email this
week! This will be a great way for your family to dive into the
Word and engage in activities together helping you to
experience the incredible story of Easter in a whole new way.
Recently, we launched the “The Amazing Adventures:
Aldersgate Kids” Facebook page. We highly encourage
our families to not only follow us; but also share us with your virtual circle of influence. This social media
platform offers regular updates, helpful parent resources, information on the ministry, Orange curriculum
lessons, worship and activities for kids and families and so much more. As you and your family engage in
the activities, please remember to forward your pictures to Brittany or post them on our Facebook page, if
you are comfortable doing so. It brings the staff great joy to see and hear how these efforts provide your
family with a sense of peace and memories during these unprecedented times.

For the duration of the quarantine, we will continue to provide resources in an effort to assist you in making
your worship experience at home fun, easy, and accessible for all of our Amazing Adventure families! That
is why we put together “Grab and Go Baggies” for our Amazing Adventurers. These baggies are labeled
by age group and include two weeks worth of age appropriate Sunday School materials, lessons, and
activities; as well as some Easter resources and games. We invite you to consider taking a “field trip” to the
church and stop by the West Main Entrance
to pick up the age appropriate baggie for
your child, they will be waiting for you in a
box right by the door. Have fun!
You can also expect an email sometime
soon from your child’s Amazing Adventure
Small Group Leader. They too are looking
forward to reaching out to connect with your
family and catch up!

Hi
Amazing
Adventurers!

Lastly, keep your eye on the Aldersgate
Church website. We are working towards
uploading resources and videos on The
Amazing Adventures Aldersgate Kids page
with Hoppy Time lessons for the kids and
family to engage in together at home!

Hoppy
wants you
to know he
misses you!

We are here for you and your families and
are praying for peace and health for
everyone. Please don’t hesitate to reach out
if you need anything.
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A Family in Lockdown
Submitted by: Pastor Dale Parker

40 days, 40 nights in the Ark, Noah’s family was confined in a boat.
There were no windows, no balcony view, no terraces, no internet, no
phone, no YouTube, Facebook or Netflix. They only heard the rain.
They spent their time waiting, praying, loving each other, and caring for
the animals. God the Father took care of them as Noah was a man of
faith and obeyed His Word.
Remember, even though Covid-19 may seem like an ocean and life
seems like a stormy ride, our God is watching over us! Don’t be afraid! Wait patiently. Be faithful to Him and
love each other. The rain will stop one day. And once again the rainbow will shine!
Often when we encounter a major crisis, we immediately become overwhelmed, feel hopeless, and think our
situation is insurmountable. But when we read the Bible, we discover the opposite. May we as Christians
read the Bible and re-discover the mighty hand of God is greater than our calamities. Our God is faithful and
true!
A Message from
Mrs. Ciepiela and
Mrs. Schaeberle
Boy, we sure miss your
children's smiling faces
filling our classroom with
laughter
and
their
incredible energy. We are striving to make the most
of our situation and currently are working on
“Homework Bags" for each of the kids, full of fun
learning activities. We are hoping to have them
completed by next week. Then, we will pick a
designated date and time frame for you to come
"drive by" the Preschool doors to pick up your child’s
Homework Bag. We will be waiting to greet everyone
outside, ready to hand them off for you to take home.
We look forward to being able to wave to the kiddos
(from the safety of your car) and see one another.
We might even have a surprise guest "hopping"
around to say "Hi" too. Stay tuned for this exciting
event! Until then, may you and your family stay safe
and healthy!
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Membership Musings

During this past month, Gil Blum, was called to his
new life in glory March 10th following a long year of
illness and incapacity.

Submitted by Sherry Smith
Membership and Finance Secretary
Sherry.Smith@aldersgateyork.com

Nothing could be more awesome than our
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection Easter Sunday
and our assurance that a new life is available to us
when we accept him as our Savior and Lord! No
matter what the world situation is, we can rejoice
and celebrate, be it corporately or individually,
together or apart. May the lyrics of one of my
favorite Easter hymns, Hallelujah! What a Savior,
be yours as we celebrate Easter:

How are you holding up in this time of fear and
uncertainty? At this writing, we are in the midst of
the Corona Virus outbreak and our response to it.
Much has changed and yet, much more has not.
The sun still rises each day, the rain still falls, the
stars still twinkle, babies are born, and God is still
God. We are in that season of the year where new
life springs forth as the daffodils push through the
soil, the trees bud, the grass greens and our spirits
are renewed. The God of creation is still creating
newness of life each day and He is still in control.
How comforting is that thought!
We have had to be more thoughtful and creative in
the ways we connect with each other, and I hope
we have become more aware of our need for
connection to God and to each other. It is vitally
important that we continue to be aware of those
around us who need our phone calls, cards,
assistance and friendship after this current
situation abates.

“Man of Sorrows!” what a name
For the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

You may want to send birthday
greetings to these people who
have special birthdays in April:
Phyllis Miller and Patricia Zarfoss
on April 3rd ; Dale Gable on the
12th; Russ Potter on the 18th;
Lessley Wiles on the 19th; Patricia
Dohrman on the 20th; Glenn
Bartels on the 22nd; Barb Galka on the 24th; and
Marlasee Douts on the 29th. If you would like a
complete April birthday listing or an updated Name/
Address listing of our congregation, please call or
email me and I’ll be glad to get that off to you.

Guilty, vile, and helpless we;
Spotless Lamb of God was He;
“Full atonement!” can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Lifted up was He to die;
“It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in Heav’n exalted high.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Enjoy David Jones’
“Sounds of the Sanctuary”
In the comfort of our own home.
To download the entire Concert.
Go to our website.
~ OR ~
To request a copy of the CD.
Send an email to
Austin.white@aldersgateyork.com
or call 717-854-4276.
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In addition to losing our face to face interaction at
church, there is also an odd emptiness without sports,
gyms, restaurants, and stores. In the midst of chaos, It
was now the ideal time for us to move our worship
online as other churches around the country had done.
Every week I look forward to singing together, virtually,
on Sunday morning. God gives us a gift we can have
anywhere no matter what the circumstances. He gives
us music! Music is healing and powerful. It’s immense
power has been scientifically proven, but our personal
experiences are really all we need to know this to be
true. Songs can make us cry, laugh, and feel joy. The
Spirit is strong in the presence of our praises.
Psalm 98: 4-6
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into
jubilant song with music; make music to the Lord
with the harp, with the harp and the sound of
singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s
horn—shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
In my weakest moments, when I’m upset and worried
about what the next month is going to look like, I sing. I
turn to music; for that is where I find God and comfort.
The Bible instructs us many times to shout for joy and
sing out. We are told to dance and make music. If you
have worry, fear, doubt, anger, or sadness; I encourage
you to make spirit-filled music a part of your day. It
constantly brings me healing and joy. Below is a playlist
of music God has been using in my life specifically
during this time. You will be able to find these songs on
Dear Aldersgate Family,
any music streaming outlet. (Spotify, Apple Music,
These few weeks have been a roller coaster for me, as
YouTube, Pandora, etc.)
for everyone else; I’m sure. I keep replaying Friday,
th
Awake My Soul by Hillsong Worship
March 13 in my head over and over again. In just a
Holy Water by We the Kingdom
few hours everything changed. I was playing theatre
Way Maker by Mandisa
games with my 8th graders as normal in the morning,
My Feet are on The Rock by I AM THEY
and by the afternoon I was frantically cleaning out
This is a Move by Brandon Lake
lockers and saying goodbye to my students as I saw
Anchor by Skillet
them in the hallways. Some students were excited to
Defender by Francesca Battistelli
get out of school, but most were overwhelmed with
Why God by Austin French
uncertainty. I began to feel a wave of uncertainty crash
Peace Be Still by Hope Darst
over me too. My heart sunk as I tried to process what
Nobody by Casting Crowns and Matthew West
was happening, and all I could do was get on my knees
Power by We Are Messengers
and cry. I am still processing everything day by day. I
Smile by Sidewalk Prophets
think of my students who know school as their happy
place. I think of their mental health, their social This music reminds me to put my trust in God, and I
interactions, their sports, their music, and their hope it will do the same for you too! Whether you are
friendships that make middle school such a significant just listening to music on your phone or belting your
place to be when you are 12 to 14 years old. In the heart out in the shower; use the powerful gift of song as
beginning, I just wanted to open my eyes and realize a way to find hope, joy, peace, and comfort. Draw close
this was a bad dream. Everything ended so abruptly, to Jesus. You don’t have to be in a church to worship
and I was so uncomfortable, feeling like I was in the Him. You can do it right from your home! We will all get
dark. Fortunately, I have the Light to help see beyond through this time and be back here singing together
the darkness!
soon. (I hope.) Until then…
I share these thoughts with you as I am sure many of Your Contemporary Worship Leader,
you have also experienced your own roller coasters of
all different magnitudes in the past weeks. Even though
I have felt the weight of sadness and confusion, I have
been met with so much hope and gratitude. There is
vanessa.trauger@aldersgateyork.com
good news! God’s got this. He’s got us!

Vanessa Trauger
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LORD over all creation,

We are facing uncertain times. Help us to rest in
Your truth and find comfort in the promises You
have spoken. Help us to lean not on our own
understanding, but to humble ourselves before
You, and receive the blessing of Your wisdom.
Protect us from the voices of this world and teach
us to press in closer and listen to Your voice. Call
us out of our loneliness and into Your stillness.
May we be led and comforted by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to see others, and to see this world,
through Your eyes. May we be witnesses to
those around us by carrying Your peaceful
presence within us and acting in selfless love
toward our families and our neighbors. Help us to
be creative and proactive in how we love others
and in how we practice our faith. May we not
dwell on our circumstances, or fear what might
come, but help us to slow down, embrace You
in the midst of change, and re-center our lives
upon Your love. Amen!

The devil has come to steal, kill, and destroy.
He has come to steal the joy of God’s people.
He has come to destroy our peace.
He has come to bring economic turmoil.
He has come to “shut down” our faith.
He has come to make us feel isolated and alone.
He has come to distract us from God’s Spirit.
He has come to magnify anxiety, fear, and panic.
Jesus has come to give us the fullness of life.
He has come to give us joy in the face of trials.
He has come to give us strength where we are
weak.
He has come so we can persevere when our faith is
tested.
He has come to destroy the power of sin and death.
He has come to protect us so we fear no evil.
He has come to meet with us in our solitude.
He has come to redeem the earth and restore our
souls.
He has come to save all who call upon His name.

Reach Out… with CARE
Submitted by Judy Sterner
Congregational Care Coordinator
Judy.sterner@aldersgateyork.com

Would you CALL those living alone who don’t have family nearby?
 Do they need groceries?
 A dog walked?
 Some meds from the pharmacy?
 Mail to be taken to the post office?
Would you OFFER TO PRAY FOR and WITH THEM?
(Jump out of your comfort zone. You can do this!)
Would you READ a favorite appropriate Scripture passage if you
are uncomfortable praying aloud?
Would you VISIT even if it is only to talk through the glass on the storm door and only IF YOU
are healthy and not under quarantine?

Would you ENCOURAGE folks with a note or card? (To receive a listing of those who are
homebound or in a nursing facility, please email or call Judy.sterner@aldersgateyork.com or
sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276.)
This crisis has forced all of us to stop in our tracks when trying to go about our usual routines. Suddenly,
nothing is “as usual.” Stopping can be a very good thing: taking time (whether we like it or not) to re-evaluate,
re-consider, and realize we are capable of creating and engaging in new behaviors BEYOND washing our
hands more often and not touching our faces! We must weigh the choices before us. Abandon the knee-jerk
reactions of complaint and disgruntlement. We can choose to moan, gripe, and curse; wasting our collective
breath, or we can deliberately and intentionally consider how to use the TIME that has suddenly presented
itself, as an incredible opportunity.
What changes can we craft that will endure beyond this present crisis
to reveal lives more faithfully and compassionately lived?
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SENIOR FRIENDS
Submitted by: Karen Julian
kmjulian1@comcast.net

TIME TO SOAR

Taken from an article by Beth Wirtjes which appeared in Mature Years magazine.

How majestic to watch an American eagle, the symbol of our great land. Those of us on the ground might
be surprised to find out when it comes to soaring, the younger eagles are not necessarily the
best. Biologists have discovered a young adult eagle's wingspan is several inches longer than it’s more
senior counterparts. Logically, we might think the young eagle would have the advantage in flying, but we
would be wrong.
The senior eagle soars past the younger for three important reasons. First, over time the older eagle has
learned how to read the wind patterns and knows how to ride them for his benefit. Second, the older eagle
knows when to use his energy and when to conserve his strength. And third, the older eagle follows a
straight flight path, wasting no time getting to his destination.
As Christians, we can be encouraged by the example of the eagles. True, we seniors may not have the
physical strength we once did. However, there are ways in which we can still soar, no matter our age or
physical health. We can accept and embrace this season of life and give up trying to fight against the
current. Scripture encourages us as we wait upon the Lord, we will renew our strength and mount up with
wings of eagles. We can also use wisdom in choosing selectively the people and ministries we invest in,
knowing we cannot be spending our energy constantly. And we can be clear and purposeful in our
decisions, our relationships, and our daily work. We know full well how precious life is and are not content
to waste a moment of it.
If you have the opportunity to watch eagles in flight, you can probably tell which is the older. He'll be the
one soaring out in front.
Attention Book Club Members: The next time we meet, we will be discussing
The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See, since we did not meet in March.

Victory In Jesus
Submitted by: Jan Bowden
janbowden@yahoo.com

In the midst of the storm, we need to continue to worship Jesus. Though we have had to cancel
classes, meetings and change our plans; we know Jesus is in the middle of everything. Guard
yourself and make every effort to keep yourself from feeling defeated, overwhelmed or even sad. Be
intentional and rejoice in Jesus – HE is in control.
I often find myself singing or just repeating the words to Christian songs that bring me comfort and
peace. One morning in particular, I woke up with the words, “Victory in Jesus” on my heart. This
song is likely to be remembered by folks my age. Here’s what God put in my heart with this song:

 V - Vigilance - Keep yourself safe. Wash your hands. Maintain social







distancing.
I - Indulge yourself in worship. Find the beauty in our springtime.
C - Christ is our focus. He is ALWAYS with us, listening to our prayers.
T - Trust in Jesus. He has a plan.
O - Others - What can we safely do for others? Pray for them.
R - Rejoice always. Slow down. Enjoy family. Make memories together.
Y- Yield to the noise and listen to God. He speaks to us daily.

Oh, glorious day! How can we ask for anything more?
My friends, may you find this unique time as a time to celebrate the Victory we have in Jesus.
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Visionary Leadership
Submitted by: Jan Bowden
janbowden@yahoo.com

It should not surprise any of us that we are operating well
under this “new norm”. After all, God has been preparing
our church and has sent us strong, visionary leaders. They
are accomplishing things we haven’t done before; like
recording online sermons, Wednesday in the Word and
providing various platforms to keep us connected to each
other and God. To think where they have taken Aldersgate
in just a few weeks is mind boggling. They have led us in ways we may not have thought could, or would,
happen in such a short time frame. As we benefit from their efforts, we also witness God’s providence
beforehand as He placed each of them in our church; knowing they would take action that Aldersgate will
thrive.
Visionary - Strong - Unified - Able to adjust in an unexpected situation - Empowering - Connecting each of us
together - Demonstrating God’s love for His Church. What great qualities of leadership we have to follow!
What leadership qualities does God desire to use through you? We are praying for and seeking more team
leaders, teachers, Bible study leaders, home group facilitators, and event coordinators; just to name a few.
Would you help us to discover more ways in which we can work together and reach out to our neighbors?
Where would you like to serve?
As we trek down this unknown path, keep exercising your faith. Stay connected through our website,
Facebook and emails. If you know someone that’s not connected virtually, please give them a call and help
them stay informed.

Connecting God’s Resources to Human Need
Submitted by: Jean Norris
dandjnorris@verizon.net

I have heard people say “Mission Central is one of the
best kept secrets around.” But not at Aldersgate Church!!
There have been many interactions between our Church
and this “Warehouse of Wonders” in Mechanicsburg, PA
since it opened in 2002.
As we journey through Lent together (yet apart), striving to
be more Christ-like in our daily lives; it is fitting Aldersgate
Missions Team has earmarked the Lenten Offering to be
directed to Mission Central.
Mission Central and its scores of volunteers have served
as the hands and feet of Christ for nearly two decades. As
you consider your Lenten Offering, know your generous
donations of goods and monetary contributions have, and
will continue to, help Mission Central fulfill their mission by
connecting God’s resources to human needs in
Pennsylvania, across the nation, and around the world.
Thank you.
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•
•
•
•
•

IMMEDIATE NEEDS
Combs (Min. 6” long)
Receiving Blankets
Band-Aids
Deodorant
Travel-size Shampoo

Please place your donations in the basket in
the West Entrance marked Mission Central.

Help “Connect God’s Resources with
Human Need”.
Any questions, contact Becky May.
maybe510@comcast.net

The W.E.L.L. Food
Bank
(West End Local Link)
Drop off items in the
West Lobby.

APRIL - LUNCH ITEMS
~ PBJ ~ TUNA ~
Macaroni and Cheese

The Search
Continues

Dave Yoder, SPRC Chair
DaveYoder@danfoss.com

April 1
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 22
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30

John 7-8
John 9-10
John 11-12
John 13-14
John 15-16
John 17-18
John 19-20
John 21
I Corinthians 15
Acts 1-2
Acts 3-4
Acts 5
Acts 6-7
Acts 8-9
Acts 10
Acts 11
Acts 12-13
Acts 14-15
Acts 16
Acts 17
Acts 18
Acts 19
Acts 20
Acts 21
Acts 22
Acts 23
Acts 24
Acts 25
Acts 26
Acts 27-28

Despite the global
COVID19 Pandemic,
SPRC continues to
move
forward
in
searching for the right
person to fill the full-time Administrative and
Communication Assistant position. We continue to
covet your prayers for God’s perfect timing and
choice for this position as we discern through the
many resumes we have, and continue, to receive.
With Pastor Dale’s approval, we are conducting
interviews at the church. Please know each time we
invite a candidate to interview, all persons involved
are screened, confirming all precautions have been
taken and they are not symptomatic.

Casserole Ministry
Would you make one casserole
per month to help
Our Daily Bread
provide meals to those in need?
Pan and recipe are provided.
Casseroles should be taken to the church freezer by
the last Sunday of each month.
Next Due date: April 26th.
Contact Angela Jones

Aej.york@comcast.net
717-755-3617

Prayer Starters

Lost and Found at Aldersgate

Praise God for loving you as a person of inestimable
value.

Items found at church are turned into the
Front Office. If you think you have lost
something, or left something behind, please
call 717-654-4276.

Thank him for the people in your life who have
considered you their brother or sister in the Lord.
Confess to God any ways in which you have ignored
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of people
whom He considers to be your brothers and sisters.
Ask God to forgive you for these shortcomings.
Ask God to bring to your mind the name of anyone in
your
relational
circle
(family,
neighborhood,
classmates, co-workers) whom He desires to adopt into
His family, as your spiritual brother or sister. When
God brings names to your mind, write them down and
begin praying for them.
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Men’s Black Leather Coat - In the
beginning of March, someone mistakenly
took an XL and left a Medium on the coat
rack. If this was you, please return the XL to
the coat rack and pick up your Medium.
Thank you.
Picnic Basket - This has
been left on the top shelf
in the coat closet for
many months. If it is not
claimed by the end of
April, it will be donated.
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Who do I contact?
Email...

Reason...

Sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com

To be added to the email group who receives the Prayers and
Praises submitted by our Aldersgate family. (Sent out weekly on
Mondays and as needed for urgent requests and praises.)

Communications@aldersgateyork.com

Inform/advertise ministry updates, events, personal testimonials,
praises, etc. or interested in serving on the Communications
Ministry Team

FacilityManager@aldersgateyork.com

Calendar Additions/Cancelations, Room Requests, Building
Repair/Maintenance Notifications, Interested in Volunteering to
help with building needs, Vehicle Usage

TechTeam@aldersgateyork.com

Technical Needs for various events/studies, Interested in
Serving on the Worship/Tech Arts Team

Childrensministry@aldersgateyork.com

Anything pertaining to The Amazing Adventures Children's
Ministry at Aldersgate

Safe.sanctuary@aldersgateyork.com

Interested in Volunteering to work with Children

Officemanager@aldersgateyork.com

Inquiries about reimbursement, needs for ministry events
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Submissions for Good Tidings Newsletter are due by the 15th of each month.

The Aldersgate Manifesto

Church is not a country club where, when you become a member,
you are entitled to selfish benefits and first-class opinions.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where free grace is given, especially to the poor and broken-hearted.

Church is not a fashion show where you flaunt your pious success and knowledge.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where being real is the deal, and where we would rather serve than be served.

Church is not a hotel for saints, but a hospital for sinners.

Come to Aldersgate…
And be a sinner who has discovered the fullness of God’s forgiveness and grace.

Church is not a place to sit, soak, and sour for an hour.

Come to Aldersgate…
And receive the joy of God’s Word and the power of God’s promises.

Church is not a religious requirement where people are manipulated into attendance.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where people are excited to know Jesus and grow deeper in their faith.

Church is not a legalistic institution to shame people if they do not comply.
Come to Aldersgate…
Where, regardless of who you are or where you have been, you receive unconditional love.
KNOW JESUS. LIVE JESUS. SHARE JESUS.
20 we do!
That’s what

