FEBRUARY 2020
THE NEWSLETTER OF ALDERSGATE CHURCH

GOOD TIDINGS

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
It is only February and we have already received 91% of our year ending goal of
$200,000! YES! With a matching dollar for dollar fund, this means we only need
$9,000. After we reach our $200,000 goal, we encourage people to continue with
their ongoing commitments that were submitted in the Fall 2019. The Trustees are
wanting to update the bathrooms, the hallways, and make improvement in
Sanctuary that will improve the sound and lighting.

God is on the move!

BAPTISM


Are you a new believer in Jesus Christ?



Have you been baptized as a child/youth but wish to reaffirm your faith?





Have you been a lukewarm Christian but now you are returning to your
first love with Jesus?
Baptism & Ash Wednesday Service will be hosted in the Fellowship Hall
immediately after the Wonderful Wednesday meal. This service will
include hymns, call to worship, Lord’s Prayer, praise choruses, sermon,
altar call, Baptism by immersion, and Imposition of Ashes. This
ceremony is designed to be authentic. This means that the emphases
will not be upon the formality and religion, but upon a personal
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
ASH WEDNESDAY 6:30 February 26th
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Thank you for prayers and concern shown to
George Pinkerton during a frustrating and
difficult week of medical issues. It felt like a
Christmas miracle when things were back to
almost normal on Christmas morn!
George and Nancy Pinkerton
Thank you for the overwhelming response to
the Bell Shelter Helping Christmas mission this
year. Because of your generosity eight families
were able to enjoy a very Merry Christmas! A
special thank you to George Hummel for all of
his help with arranging the holiday meals and
grocery pick up. It is truly a blessing being a
part of this amazing church family.
Many Blessings! Wendy Snyder
Thank you for the names of Jesus ornament
and lovely pen! So very thoughtful and kind of
you!
It is a joy to be serving at Aldersgate with an
amazing staff and supportive congregation. I
am looking forward to seeing how God will
bless us in this new year and above and beyond our expectations.
Sherry Smith
Dear Aldersgate Members,
Thank you for the very generous Christmas
gift. I am so blessed to be part of this amazing
staff and church community. This year has
been even more wonderful with the new classrooms and the inclusion of the Preschool as a
ministry of the church. I am so thankful for all
of your support and kindness. I am also grateful for a few nights off from cooking for a nice
dinner out!

KNOW LIVE SHARE JESUS

Blessing, Lynne Ciepiela
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Aldersgate Church is returning to her Roots.
As the founder of our church, John Wesley, experienced the awaking of the Holy Spirit later in
his life, so are the people of Aldersgate.
As John Wesley was empowered with unbelievable passion to share the truth
and love of Jesus, so are the people of Aldersgate.
As John Wesley was not merely regenerated and reconciled but transformed
and sanctified, so are the people of Aldersgate
This is the year to set sail and be capture by the holy breath of God.
This is the Year of The Lord!

AUTHENTIC Sermon series for February
REAL FAITH THAT FITS REAL LIFE
Authentic Church

Feb 2nd

Authentic Sharing

Fed 9th

Authentic Worship

Feb 16th

Authentic Freedom

Feb 23rd

Dear Aldersgate,
Thank you for the gift card! It was so nice to
think of me this holiday season and look forward to all the New Year brings. It is a joy doing ministry with you.
Love, Chris (Schaeberle)

Prayer and Praise Weekly Email
Each Monday an email is sent to those who would
like to receive the Prayers and Praises submitted
by our Aldersgate family. If you would like to join
us in the ministry of Prayer and receive this
listing, please email sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.
Thank you.
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If you are interested in sound board training in
Fellowship Hall, I will connect you with Keith
Submitted by: Austin White, Assisting Pastor
austin.white@aldersgateyork.com or
Murr. If you want to help run the EasyWorship
techteam@aldersgateyork.com
slides on Sunday mornings or Saturday Nights,
Jacqui Brzuchalski is the expert trainer and
As many of you know, Aldersgate Church has
been going through a transformation. The Spirit schedule coordinator. If you want to learn more
about the new lighting in Fellowship Hall and
of God is breathing life into this church and
how to run it, I will connect you with Nick Curry
inspiring us to take steps forward. One of our
core values is excellence, and excellence in this for more information and training.
era involves the use of technology.
One of our most pressing
needs at the moment is
The church is venturing into
assistance running the sound
some new and exciting
and slides during the
technological territory, but
Traditional Services (8am and
we are not doing so
10:30am). This job is very easy
frivolously or carelessly. We
to learn, but it is a really
are taking big strides
meaningful contribution to the traditional
forward as an investment to
worship experience. Not only is it a meaningful
advance the church in the
act of service, but it can be pretty fun to do!
most excellent way we can, making us better
Please reach out to me if this is a way you could
stewards of what God has given us.
serve at Aldersgate.
We have many exciting things on the horizon at
Furthermore, if you have any questions
Aldersgate: a new electronic children’s checkregarding technology or if you have run into any
in, electronic attendance
keeping, online membership problems with technology at the church, please
send an email to
profiles (for personal
management), technological techteam@aldersgateyork.com. We will do our
best to get back to you in a timely manner, and
advancements in the
when necessary, we will pass your questions
Sanctuary, upgraded
and information along to the appropriate people
recordings for the
Traditional Service, and the for efficient resolution.
ability to livestream the Contemporary Service.

Tech Team

In order to truly honor God in these advances,
we need the church to get behind this endeavor.
We are always in need volunteers who are
willing to step up, be trained, and make things
happen on a Sunday morning and beyond. Let’s
not take our technology for granted, but rather,
let’s all pull together and do it all to the glory of
God.
If you are interested in being trained for the tech
team, please send an email to
techteam@aldersgateyork.com or reach out to
me personally, then I will get you connected
with the proper trainers.
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We are Co-heirs with Christ

Submitted by Karen Julian, kmjulian1@comcast.net

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs- heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ.
Romans 8:16-17
Heirlooms are valuable objects families pass down from generation to generation. An
elaborate pocket watch. An irreplaceable wedding ring. A set of priceless porcelain.
In a sense, no one ever really “owns” an inherited heirloom. Rather, we are caretakers.
We have a responsibility, a duty entrusted to us by loved ones from past generations,
to pass a specific piece of family history on down to the next generation.
The family heirlooms we have inherited as God’s children are unlike any other. For one thing,
earthly heirlooms are given to just one person for safekeeping. They are basically one-in-a
generation. But the riches that are ours in Christ Jesus belong to each and every member of the
family of God. As heaven’s heirs, we share…






all the freedom – Jesus earned for us on his cross;
all the honor that attends the title “child of God”;
all the quiet satisfaction of belonging fully and without question to God’s family;
all the confident hope and peace of heart that comes from knowing who we are and whose we
are; and
all the love of our heavenly Father!

By comparison, earthly heirlooms pale in significance. Combine the crown jewels of every kingdom
on earth and all you have are mere trinkets, cheap toys, compared with the inheritance Jesus
earned for us and shares with us.
But there’s more! Few of God’s children seem to realize it, and fewer still take advantage of it.
Nevertheless, many of these treasures are available for our use right now; we need not wait for
heaven to enjoy them!
Romans 8:16-17 makes it clear, and the Holy Spirit testifies to it! We are children of God right now.
And therefore. We are heirs of God, co-heirs with Christ.
Prayer starter: Lord Jesus, keep whispering your assurance to my heart. Let your promises work
strong and quiet confidence in my heart. Teach me how to begin using all I have inherited,
especially…
Taken from the book, Whispers of Love

Please place your Box Tops for Education in the white
box on the Church’s Kitchen counter or in Jean Norris’
Church Mailbox.
Red Bird Mission uses the funds raised to fuel their
school buses that bring about 200 students to
campus in Appalachia for a Christian School.
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29 days Bible Reading Plan
Feb 1
Romans 1:1-17
Feb 2
Romans 1:18-32
Feb 3
Romans 2:1-16
Feb 4
Romans 2:17-29
Feb 5
Romans 3
Feb 6
Romans 4:1-12
Feb 7
Romans 4:12-25
Feb 8
Romans 5
Feb 9
Romans 6:1-14
Feb 10
Romans 6:15-23
Feb 11
Romans 7:1-6
Feb 12
Romans 7:7-25
Feb 13
Romans 8:1-17
Feb 14
Romans 8:18-39
Feb 15
Romans 9:1-18
Feb 16
Romans 9:19-33
Feb 17
Romans 10:1-15
Feb 18
Romans 10:16-21
Feb 19
Romans 11:1-10
Feb 20
Romans 11: 11-33
Feb 21
Romans 12:1-8
Feb 22
Romans 12:9-21
Feb 23
Romans 12:1-7
Feb 24
Romans 12:8-14
Feb 25
Romans 14:1-12
Feb 26
Romans 14: 13-23
Feb 27
Romans 15:1-13
Feb 28
Romans 15: 14-23
Feb 29
Romans 16
Be a Bookworm– keeping your nose in
God’s Word!

MUSICAL TALENTS & GIFTS
WELCOMED
Pastor Dale and Assisting Pastor Austin
invite children, youth, and adults from all
walks of life to share their God-given
talents for the 8:00 and/or 10:30 worship
services. Since they do not know who
has musical talents, please encourage the
talented
people
to
introduce
themselves. It takes a church family to
design
a
meaningful
worship
experience.
Your encouragement will
make a difference.

CALLING ALL CHILDREN
ages 4 thru 10 who enjoy SINGING!!

Our Children's Choir will begin practices on the first
Wonderful Wednesday, February 5, at 6:30 PM ( note
the change in time). Come and share supper with us
first if you like. We will again practice in the Sanctuary
Choir Room as last fall. Our 45 minute practice will
end at 7:15 PM. There will be activities for the
children afterwards downstairs if you parents are
attending a session.
On ASH Wednesday, March 25, we will not have
practice.
Nancy Pinkerton and I really love our time with the
children! We sing, have a short lesson about what our
songs mean, play rhythm instruments, and sometimes
play a game. We strive to make this a joyful time,
sharing music and GOD’S love for these little
people. I can surely tell you this time is always the
highlight of the day for me!
The very exciting thing about this season is that we
will sing on EASTER SUNDAY!! We may even have
some others singing along with us...........but that's a
surprise!
This choir is growing and we'd like to see even more
children join us. We welcome neighbors and friends of
the children too! More fun!!

Brenda Hersey and Nancy Pinkerton
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ENDOWMENT FUND SPOTLIGHT
GENERAL PURPOSE TRUST FUND
The General Purpose Trust Fund was established in August of 2013 with generous gifts (ultimately
exceeding $200,000) from Life Insurance policies and the estate of Leonard Tarman. The money was
undesignated and, in accordance with church policy, became part of the church’s Endowment Funds.
After much debate, the committee voted unanimously to create a new fund which would not be designated
for a specific purpose and could conveniently be added to by future donors. Additional gifts of
undesignated monies ranging in size from $640 to two estate gifts exceeding $30,000 each have been
added to this fund by vote of the Endowment Fund Committee.
The Fund provides for:
Supplementing congregational giving by “providing monies for needs or other requests of
the church with special emphasis on capital items, or special occurrences of operating
budget items such as missions, music, worship, etc. (as opposed to routine items such as
painting, maintenance and repair items, salaries, utilities, taxes, etc.)”. The fund agreement
explicitly states that it should not, however, be routinely used as a substitute for any
expenditures regularly provided for in the budgets of the church (operating, capital, or longterm).”
The Fund Agreement specifically provides for “the annual transfer of up to 7% of the Fund’s
prior December 31st Principal balance to its Income balance”. This provision ensures that
Income balances are available for granting and are not “locked up” in restricted Endowment
Fund Principal.
The Agreement further states that “successor Endowment Committees should consider placing
future undesignated bequests to the church into this fund.”
If you plan to include Aldersgate in your will, trust, or life insurance, have you given thought to how you
would like to see the gift used? The General Purpose Trust Fund might be an excellent choice to provide a
lasting legacy for your family and ongoing support for Aldersgate.
For a complete copy of the General Purpose Trust Fund Agreement or more information about
Aldersgate’s Endowment Funds, contact Dan Calloway, Endowment Funds Chair at 410-218-0156 or
learn273783@gmail.com
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Weekend to Remember Getaway Events
The difference between a good marriage and a great marriage is hard work. FamilyLife’s
Weekend to Remember offers couples biblical wisdom and a safe environment to work on their
relationship. Escape the distractions of your life and focus on your most important earthly
relationship.






Hershey Lodge Feb. 14-16
Poconos, PA Mar. 20-22
Poconos, PA Mar. 27-29
Reston, VA Mar. 13-15
Reston, VA May 1-3

Laugh Your Way to A Better Marriage
Couple’s Event*
March 27th 6:30-9:15 PM
March 28th 9:00-Noon*
*Childcare Provided Saturday 9-Noon
Aldersgate Marriage Ministry
Encouraging godly marriages in our church & community
MORE INFORMATION:
Mary Lynn & Kevin Hoffman
(717) 887-0313 mlkhoffman@comcast.net
Open call for ladies and gents who love to sew, or would love to learn!
Can you operate a sewing machine? We need YOU! Can you hand sew? We
need YOU! No experience necessary. In a quick lesson, we can show you
how you can impact the lives of those needing the comfort that someone has
said prayers for them.
Our Prayer Quilt Ministry makes 16-inch prayer quilts, free of charge, for anyone in need of
prayer. The prayer can be lifting up, encouragement, or celebrating happy occasions such as
baptism, special birthday or a new home. Our quilts are always available for members and friends
suffering a loss and in need of prayers.
The fabric and instructions are supplied or you may use your favorite fabric and quilt block
patterns. The quilts are machine sewn and bound, then hand-finished with 16 threads for the
prayer knots. Come to a demonstration to learn more about how these
wonderful quilts are put together. Joanne Hammen, instructor
Wednesday – March 18th at 7-8:30pm or Saturday March 21st at 10am-noon.
If you would like to help with the finishing of the hand sewn quilts, join us on:
March 1, April 1, May 6 and June 3rd in room 127 from 10an to 12:30pm.
We will look forward to seeing you and DON’T FORGET YOUR NEEDLE!
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Membership Musings

It has come to my attention (again) that we
have incorrect phone numbers and emails for
some of you. Please, please remember to
submit your updated information to the
church office so our records can be kept upto-date. Thank you!

Submitted by Sherry.Smith@aldersgateyork.com

I love you! Just hearing
the words brings a smile to
your face and warmth to
your heart. If you listen
carefully, you will hear the
Lord say, “I love you” each
morning when you awaken
to a glorious sunrise and a new day of life! This
month train your eyes, your ears and your
heart to see, hear and feel the love of others
and to share God’s love (and yours) with a
world hungry for connection. As Christians we
have the blessing of knowing Jesus. Sharing
His love with others with our kind words,
attentive listening, acts of service, warm hugs,
etc should be an easy next
step. Let’s keep that
Valentine love circulating all
year!

Statements of your 2019 giving will be placed
in your church mailbox. Please look for them
there and be sure to let Sherry Smith know if
you did not receive a statement, or if there is
an inaccuracy.
During the month of January two of our
members have moved into the loving arms of
Jesus. Charles Herbert Douts, friend and
mentor to so many people, completed his
earthly journey January 9th and is likely
working on a new assignment in heaven.
Sally Bickleman passed January 12th
following many years of incapacity. No doubt
she is singing and dancing in heaven! How
blessed we have been to have known and
journeyed with them on earth.

Members celebrating special
birthdays during the month of
February include Gerald
Dietz on the 4th, Ruth
Minnich on the 7th, Dolores
Gifford on the 8th, Charlie Warner on the 10th,
Richard Willey on the 19th, Richard Sterner on
the 21st, David Jones on the 23rd, Bev Mulay
(90th !!) on the 25th, Dorothy Baney on the 27th,
and Richard Kearney also the 27th. Happy
Birthday to all these amazing people! You will
find addresses and a complete listing of
February birthdays on the bulletin board
across from the mailboxes.

We have received word that Rev. Dan Wilcox,
husband of our much-loved former associate
pastor, Kris-Ann Wilcox, is dealing with serious
metastasis of cancer and will begin radiation &
chemo treatments beginning end of January.
The Wilcox’s and their four children have been
serving the Lord in Alaska, but are in Seattle
for two months for treatment. Please keep
them in your prayers and if you’d like to
personally send healing thoughts, you may
address them to Dan and Kris-Ann Wilcox,
3210 Fuhrman Avenue East, Seattle, WA
98102.

Sanctuary Choir
Weekly Practices on
Wednesdays 7:30PM ~ Choir
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SENIOR FRIENDS

Card Players

Submitted by: Karen Julian kmjulian1@comcast.net

John Wesley was a brilliant preacher, and
one day after he had delivered a great
sermon, he was approached by someone who
told him what a magnificent sermon it
was. "Yes, I know," he replied. "The devil
has already told me."
In our own daily lives, how can we tell whose
voice we are hearing? The tempter is
extremely clever and is a superb mimic.

If you've never read C. S. Lewis' book The
Screwtape Letters, I suggest you put it on
your list. You'll be surprised at how easily sin
can creep into your life. We need to be
constantly on the alert!

Thursday, February 13 from 1-4pm in
the Gathering Place.
Contact Ray Gilbert for more
information.
Book Readers
Tuesday, February 18 at 1:00pm in
Room 115 (The Parlor).
Book for discussion is When Breath
Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithe.
Contact Karen Julian for more
information, or just show up.
Prayer Groups
Tuesdays at 10:00am in Room 115 on
February 11 and 25 (or) Thursdays at
1:00pm in Room 115 on February 13
and 27.
We'll be starting a new study on prayer
in February, and welcome others to join
the group.

Contact Karen Julian or Jan Bowden
with questions or to sign up.

SAVE the DATE!
GRIEFSHARE at Aldersgate begins
Monday, FEBRUARY 24th.
Consecutive MONDAYS through May 18th.
6:30 – 8:30 PM in The Gathering Place
ENCOURAGEMENT, SHARING, HEALING
Contact Judy Sterner at 717-854-4276 for
more information!
Open to the Community

This is an invitation
to all men to join in
an hour of bible
study and
discussion about
what a life with
Christ in your heart would be like.
The hour is followed with a breakfast and
continued fellowship at a local restaurant for
those that are willing and available. Simply
bring your bible and meet us in The Gathering
Place each Wednesday morning at 6 AM.
All men are welcome!!
If you have any questions contact me,

Jerry Bowman at
jlbowman2@comcast.net
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Children’s Ministry
Submitted by: Austin White, Assisting Pastor
(Temporary Children’s Ministry Coordinator)
austin.white@aldersgateyork.com

Amazing Adventure Themes:
February Preschool – All Aboard:
All Aboard! Jesus loves
everyone, and He wants
everyone to come aboard
and be His friend forever.
When we look at the kind of
friend Jesus was while He was on earth, we can
see that Jesus truly does love everyone.
Throughout the Bible, we find accounts of the
times that Jesus loved those considered unworthy
and wanted to be their friend—no matter what. At
some point, even our precious preschoolers will all
find themselves in the shoes of these “unworthy”
people. Like Zacchaeus, they will have friends
mad at them for a wrong choice. Or, they may not
feel like they fit in because of where they’re from
much like the woman at the well. But, Jesus loves
them anyway—no matter what. That is what we
want them to know. That will help them choose
grace and to love everyone the way Jesus loves
them. So, let’s get ready for an amazing ride
together. All aboard!
Memory Verse: “Love each other as I have loved
you.” John 15:12, NIV
Key Question: Who does Jesus love?
Bottom Line: Jesus loves everyone.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

The Lord is continuing to do great things
here at Aldersgate, especially within the Amazing
Adventures. I continue to praise God for the
progress being made in our new children’s area.
We have been stepping confidently into our new
identity, and God has continued to be faithful
amidst our beautiful transformation.
There is much more in store for the year
2020! As we continue to seek God for His vision
within the Amazing Adventures at Aldersgate
Church, it is clear He has big plans for this
children’s ministry.
The Amazing Adventures at Aldersgate
Church will continue to be a space that is full of
God’s love and an excitement for life. The children
are participating in fun activities, interactive
games, intentional crafts, inspiring lessons, and
they are receiving strong Biblical teaching. It is
wonderful to see the children of Aldersgate
securing a solid faith-foundation and embracing
the true nature of God as Love.
Not only are the children being taught
about Jesus, but they are learning what it means
to know and worship Jesus.
As we trek onward in this Amazing
Adventure, the children are learning what it means
to live life with wonder, discovery, and passion. It
warms my heart to continually see the children at
Aldersgate Church worshipping God and learning
of His love from our incredible volunteers.
You can find more information on our new
Children’s Ministry Bulletin Board across from my
office, and as always, there is a sign-up schedule
for volunteers posted on my office door. The
vacancies are highlighted in yellow, so feel free to
write in your name for a day when you are
available to help. If you are not yet an approved
volunteer but you are interested in getting
involved, please reach out to me.

February Elementary –
Playlist: All throughout the
Bible, the writers of Scripture
remind us that God is love.
From the creation of the
world to God’s relentless pursuit of us, God has
shown time and again that love is most important.
Even though we’ve all sinned, God loved us
enough to make a way for us to have a forever
relationship with Him. The Gospels are full of
moments where Jesus prioritized love above all
else, especially when He summed up the greatest
commandment with: Love God and love your
neighbor as yourself. Jesus made this real when
He showed us how much God loves us by
sacrificing His life for our sins.
Bottom Line: Love others because Jesus loves
you.
Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that
we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his
Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10
(NIrV)
Life App: Love—Choosing to treat others the way
you want to be treated
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want
to be treated.
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…

The end goal is ‘the God-life’.
Make it a priority to find out and understand what ‘the God-life’ looks like because you will
need to have that promise etched your heart as you navigate the journey there with God.

Questions? Comments?
Please email them to: Communications@aldersgateyork.com.
What is a Life Group?
I am glad you asked! A Life Group is
described as a group of new and existing
friends that meet together consistently,
sharing in life’s experiences and studying the
Word of God. Exiting high school/college and
entering into what we know as “adulthood”
can leave people feeling lonely and confused
due to increased responsibility and the decrease of consistent interaction with peers.
The Aldersgate Young Adults are seeking to build a community of friends who are rooted in Jesus
and can “do life together.” Therefore, the Aldersgate Young Adults will be kicking off their Crossover
Life Group on February 5th, after the first Wonderful Wednesday dinner. For the next 8 weeks they
will be experiencing a time of fellowship and studying the Word of God to pursue authentic
friendships and faith.
Please join us for a meal before each study and spread the word to any friends or family who find
themselves seeking to have deeper relationships with others and Jesus. For more information
please contact Miranda Moland, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator at
miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com, (p) 717-854-4276 (ex.22).

Casserole Ministry
Would you like to help once a
month?

Submitted by: Angela Jones (aej.york@comcast.net or
717-755-3617)

.You could help feed those in need in York
by preparing a casserole. Contact Angela
for details.
Casseroles should be taken to the church
freezer by the last Sunday of each month.

February
23rd .
Please
remember
the
Church Office is closed on
Fridays.
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Submitted by: Miranda Moland
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276

The J-Walkers 2020 Vision
As we have entered into the year 2020,
the J-Walkers have been encouraged
to locate Jesus in all areas of their life with 2020 vision. One of the largest
areas where we need to have this vision is in our daily relationships. Over
the next 5 months the J-Walkers will be studying what it means to have
Christ-like and honoring relationships with God, in Dating, with Family,
Friends and Self. We have begun our study with the most important
relationship of them all: God. We have learned what it means to be in a
relationship with God, a relationship that involves talking, hearing and
living. In the month of February, we will be discussing what it means to
honor God in romantic relationships. Whether you are in middle or high school, dating or not
interested, this topic will mainly focus on studying how God loves us and how we should love other
people. High schoolers will have a discussion lead lessons on how God’s view of romantic
relationships applies to us today while the middle school will dive into God’s Word to see how
Jesus showed love toward people and how we can do the same by following his example in our
lives.
Many new opportunities are coming to the J-Walkers this Spring to encourage growth and
development in areas of their personal and spiritual lives! More details are to come on each
opportunity but take a look to see what is coming:






Youth Worship Team- Interest sign-up sheet located in youth hallway outside of room 45
Youth Lead Sunday Morning Service coming in March
Development of a J-Walker Leadership Team
Volunteer Opportunities within Aldersgate
Summer Mission Trip Opportunities
To learn more about getting involved with the J-Walkers, please email Miranda Moland at
miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com or call (717)- 854-4273.

Men’s Study Series – The Timothy Initiative
Men of Aldersgate, mark your calendars for the next step in your faith development. We will
start a new study series that will take us on the path Timothy walked when Paul led him further
on his journey of discipleship and servant leadership. Come join us as we seek after, and experience, growth within ourselves while being transformed more and more into the likeness
of Christ.
Dates: Thursday evenings February 13-April 9
Time: 6:30-8:45PM
Room: The Gathering Place
Questions or sign up by contacting Denny Cathcart
(717-578-6080) or denny@sirsales.com
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DISCOUNTED HERSHEYPARK TICKETS
SUMMER 2020
**NOTE THE DEADLINE AND THE GREAT PRICE**
READ CAREFULLY; THERE ARE TWO OPTIONS.
PURCHASE BY SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020
If you’re planning to visit HERSHEYPARK this year, you can save a significant amount by ordering tickets in advance through a group order here at the church. (Full price is $74.80.) Tickets
may be used any one day during the Option 1 time slot or during the Option 2 time slot.

Ticket Type

DISCOUNT

DISCOUNT

OPTION 1

OPTION 2

Valid

Valid

MAY 1 – JULY
ALL AGES

MAY 1 – SEPT. 27

31

$31.95

$36.95

3 and up

Not only will this group order save money for you, but the church will earn $36.95 for
every 11 tickets ordered. This profit will benefit Aldersgate mission projects.
To order tickets for your family and friends, complete the attached form and return it with a
CHECK made payable to DOT MILLER by NOON on SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH (the absolute
deadline). Tickets should arrive by mid-April.
If you have further questions, contact Dot Miller (717-659-8047) 1170 TURNBERRY LANE,
YORK, PA 17403 or leave a note in her church mailbox.
Return to Dot Miller by NOON on SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020 (the absolute deadline).
Please pay with a CHECK made payable to DOT MILLER.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email ______________________________
Number of tickets for ALL AGES 3 and up: Option 1 _______ X $31.95 = _________
Option 2 _______ X $36.95 = _________
TOTAL

_______ tickets

$_________

Thank you for your ticket order. And, Have Fun!
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In the event of church closing due to inclement
weather, we will follow the Dallastown School
District policies. If daytime or evening school
activities are cancelled, all church activities will
also be cancelled.
Cancellation of Sunday morning activities due to
inclement weather will be decided by 6A.M.
Evening activity decisions will be made by 4PM.
Cancellations will be announced on the
following media outlets:



www.aldersgateyork.com
Facebook: AldersgateYork

Aldersgate's Memorial
Garden
In 2006, in response to requests,
the Aldersgate courtyard was
designated as the Aldersgate
Memorial Garden. Church members past and
present may place the cremains of their spouse
or other family members there. A bronze plaque
with personalized brass plates records the names
of the individuals buried there. The Trustees
have set a fee of $500 for the placement of
cremains in the Memorial Garden. This fee may
be paid in advance to the church office.

For more information about the Memorial
Garden, see the folder in the literature rack in the
west lobby or contact the church office.

Note from Trustees:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
~ Childcare during Sunday Worship Services ~
(9:15AM and 10:30AM)
~ Worship Leaders/Helpers for “Hoppy Time” ~
(9:30-10:15AM on Sundays)

More Handicapped parking spots!
Two parking spaces can be found
in the South parking lot and 2 more
are in the West lot. Please keep
these spaces open for those folks
that need to use them. Thank you!

~ Assistant Teachers - The Amazing Adventures
~
(10:30-11:30AM on Sundays)

These aromatic blends
are crafted with care
and developed to their
full flavor potential by
our talented team of
roasters. All of our Fair
Trade coffee beans are
sourced directly from
small-scale farmers as
part of a more
equitable and
sustainable alternative
supply chain.

CONTACT Austin White

(austin.white@aldersgateyork.com)
~ Office Assistants ~
(M-F, 9AM-3PM)
CONTACT Sherry Smith

(sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com)
~ Odd Jobs/Small Projects around the Church ~
Jacks and Jills of All Trades...Masters too!
(What is your specialty, ability or joy?)








Light carpentry
Painting
Gardening
Windows
Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical
Moving furniture around

CONTACT:
(facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com)

In addition to other products they offer ground
and whole beans coffees, teas, hot chocolate,
and chocolate bars. Please visit the website and
if you have any interest or special requests, and
I will be happy to add it to our next order. They
need your support.
www.equalexchange.coop
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BUSY BOX MINISTRY
Submitted by Sue Cathcart dccsc1@gmail.com or 717-887-1352
For those of you who have little ones in church for any of the worship services, we have a great option for them! Our “Busy Boxes”
are readily available to all children during each service. There are activities, puzzles, books, and coloring options for ages 2-6 just
waiting to be enjoyed by your children. The boxes are located at the rear of the Fellowship Hall for Contemporary Service and in the
sanctuary lobby for Traditional Service. We know your children will love the goodies inside, but please be sure to return the bags of
activities to the box at the conclusion of the service so we can refresh them and have them ready to go for the next time. If you notice we are missing or running low on activities for a specific age, please let Sue Cathcart know so we can keep all of our boxes full of
fun for everyone.
**We are always accepting donations of various items to put in these bags as well.

Mission Central Immediate Needs
Current needs at Mission Central include:
•
•
•
•
•

Men’s winter gloves
New or gently-used blankets
Two-inch pencil sharpeners
Band-Aids
Small notebooks/journals
Your donations are critical to Mission Central being able to fulfill its goal of “Connecting
God’s Resources with Human Need”.

Wonderful Wednesday Starts February 5th!
Join us on for GREAT food, fellowship, learning opportunities and, of
course, activities for our children.

There will be a class for women: Miracles of Jesus. Men’s study is
FOLLOW by Andy Stanley. There will also be a marriage study–
Vertical Marriage. Or maybe you would like to talk with Pastor Dale
about the book “I am a church member” (Starts March 1st). Again
there will be children activities and the Children’s choir. Crossover
Life Groups will also be meeting.

Meal Serving time is 5:21pm (donation at door) and class time
starts at 6:30pm.
Starts March 1st
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It’s February already??? How is that possible? They say
“time flies when you’re having fun”—and we’re definitely
having a blast in preschool! The school year is flying by way
too fast!
Love is in the air at preschool this month as we celebrate
Valentine’s Day. We will be focusing on kindness and caring
Submitted by: Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool for others during this time. The children will be making
Valentine’s for their parents and for the seniors at Elmcroft.
We will also have a party with parents joining us for the
celebration. For the remainder of the month, the children will be learning about reptiles and
amphibians. We’re hoping Hoppy will make a special visit to the preschool during this time!
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year will be open to new students/families beginning
February 4. If you would like a tour of our Amazing Adventures Preschool or need more
information, please contact me at lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com or 717-843-8292. We offer
classes for two, three and four year-old children.

Learn to knit

(second Monday each
month) from 6.30pm
until 7.30pm.
Come and join us and have
some fun.
Any questions contact:
Robin Hoffman
robinh9257@yahoo.com
or 717-873-2263
Angela Jones
Aej.york@comcast.net
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The W.E.L.L.

(West End Local Link)

Submitted by Ray Gilbert raynorgil@aol.com or 717-347-7406

The W.E.L.L. is running low!
Can you help a single mother with 3 kids who needs a hand making ends meet? Or,
an elderly couple living on a fixed income whose medical expenses are very high? Or
a single dad who just lost his job and needs to feed his 2 sons?
February Items Needed: Supper supplies
Spam, boxed potatoes, spaghetti & sauce, canned vegetables, canned fruit, rice, beans, or other nonrefrigerated items
Items may be donated by dropping them off in the collection bin located in the West Lobby. Contact Ray
Gilbert if you are interested in helping deliver the donated items from Aldersgate to The W.E.L.L.

THANK YOU!
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SEMINARY STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
DUE BY APRIL 15, 2020
The Harry B. & Ruth A. Nicholas Seminary Student Scholarship, one of the Aldersgate
Endowment Funds, provides a source of financial assistance to active Aldersgate
members who plan to attend an approved United Methodist Seminary and pursue a
pastoral ministry career in the United Methodist Church. For an application, please
contact Dan Calloway, Aldersgate Endowment Committee Chair. Completed applications for the school
year 2019-2020 are due April 15, 2020.

Contributions to this or any of the Aldersgate Endowment Funds can be made in the form of gifts of
money, stocks, wills, trusts, Charitable Gift Distribution (from IRA), or other assets in honor of or in
memory of friends, family or other special people in our lives. Perhaps even more important for our
Church’s long-term future, are commitments through life insurance, wills, trusts and estates. All gifts
are important and welcomed – large and small, unrestricted or designed. Current or deferred. Please

ATTENTION 2020 ALDERSGATE HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS & STUDENTS
CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING
The Barbara A. Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship, a part of the Aldersgate
Endowment Fund, is awarded annually to Aldersgate members of our congregation
who have been active participants in our youth program and/or the activities of our church.
Students who will be enrolling/are enrolled in any two year or four year college, university, or
technical school who have been Aldersgate members for at least 2 years are eligible to apply for
these annual awards. For an application, please contact Karon Sallade (sallade1@msn.com or 8432781) or Miranda Moland. Deadline for completed applications is April 15, 2020.
Persons interested in supporting our youth and expanding this Scholarship Fund can make
contributions to the Gable Scholarship Fund in the form of gifts of money or assets in honor of or in
memory of family, friends, or other special people in their lives. Perhaps even more important for
our fund's long term future, are commitments through life insurance, wills, trusts, and estates.
However, all gifts are important and welcome - large and small, unrestricted or designated, current
or deferred.

Email facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com








Date(s)
Time Frame (Beginning, Ending, Set-up, During, Clean-up)
Room Size Requirements
Name of Group/Event
Name of Point of Contact, Email and Cell Phone
And, don’t forget to notify
faciltymamager@aldersgateyork.com if you cancel
your meeting. Help us save costs on heating and AC.
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ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ENDOWMENT FUND
2019 Annual Report to the Congregation
Issued 1/22/2020
The Aldersgate Endowment Fund is a group of funds, each with its own purpose, that provide a
structure for investing of gifts, preserving their principal (depending on fund agreements) and
channeling interest, income, and growth for a source of funding as specified by the original charter.
See Attachment A for a listing of the funds.
We maintain two types of funds: Endowment Funds, which normally do not allow distribution of
principal, and “Trust-like” Funds which do permit distribution of principal. Both require approvals per
their agreements for any distributions to be made. We accumulate income for most of our
Endowment Funds and reinvest income for all Trust-like Funds and a few Endowment Funds for
which few, if any, recurring expenditures are anticipated. See Attachment B for amounts available
to distribute from each fund in 2020.
The Endowment Funds provide a simple, convenient way to make tax-advantaged, charitable gifts
to Aldersgate. These gifts become a source of continuing financial support for the ministries of your
choice in our church. The funds are generally intended for purposes that are not funded through the
annual operating budget. Each fund includes the legal framework to insure that all designated
assets and income are used for the donor’s intended purpose. If you are interested in exploring
such a gift, contact the Chair.
The Endowment Fund Committee reports to the Church Conference and is a member of both the
Ministries Council and the Finance Committee. It is comprised of the Sr. Pastor, Treasurer, Lay
Leader, chairs of the Ministries Council, the Finance, Trustees, and Stewardship committees, plus
four members-at-large and the immediate past chair.
The following members served in 2019:
Ed Yohn, Chair
Denny Cathcart
Sheila McConville
Pastor Dale Parker
Diane Douts
Dean Jerome
Chris Stock S
Sharon Whitmore

Harvey Elder
Ryan Wilt
Linda Jacob

With the exception of the Nicholas Trust Fund, for which Wells Fargo is the trustee and has
investment control over the funds, the endowment funds are professionally managed and invested
by the PNC Bank, through The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation serving the Susquehanna
Conference. Quarterly financial statements are prepared by both PNC and Wells Fargo and are
available upon request. See Attachment B for a summary of 2019 Year to Date performance and
December 31st balances. Performances of several indexes are displayed at the bottom for
comparison purposes. Note that DOW, S&P and NASDAQ are all Equity Indexes while Barclays
Aggregate Bond Fund is a Fixed Income Index.
The Aldersgate Endowment Fund provides an excellent opportunity to make gifts in honor of or in
memory of family, friends or other special people in our lives. As you think about this opportunity to
ensure our Church’s long-term future, consider making a commitment through life insurance, will,
Trust, or Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA. “Your contributions to the fund say you
want to be part of our mission and ministry long after you are no longer here.” (excerpted from the UMSF
endowment fund brochure)
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR

Our endowment fund investments had an exceptional year (along with all the major markets). We
started the year with a balance of $941,053 and ended the year with $1,012,718 AND A TOTAL OF
OVER $137,000 IN GRANTS DURING THE YEAR!! At year-end, the investment allocations of our
individual funds averaged 65.5% in equities.
Transfers of $27,075 ($9,000 authorized in 2018 and $18,075 in 2019) were made from Principal to
Income for the General Purpose Trust Fund. And a similar transfer of $11,664 was made from the
Marian Bidelman Trust Funds. The Agreements for each of these funds provide for annual transfers
of up to 7% of Principal Balance to Income Balance which is then available for Grants.
The Endowment Funds received donations and memorial gifts totaling $2,500 during the year.
Grants totaling $118,537 were made from the Endowment Funds during the year as follows:
•
$19,500 was distributed from the General Purpose Trust Fund/Income,
•
$15,000 For the G.E.C. project (A.V. Equipment Upgrade).
•
$3,000 for a Seminary Scholarship (all but the $220 Registration fee ($2,780) was refunded
when illness caused the recipient to withdraw from attending).
•
$500 for replenishment of the Flower fund (provided by a Mildred Gross bequest).
•
$20,655 was distributed from the Marian Bidelman Memorial Trust Fund/Income.
•
$15,000 for the G.E.C. Children’s Area Renovation project
•
$ 2,350 for the G.E.C. Summerfest
•
$ 1,495 for Preschool Kitchen Set
•
$ 1,000 for Preschool Classroom furniture
▪ $ 810 for two Eagle Scout projects
Withdrew remaining balance ($21,615) from the Building Fund (ARK03) and donated the proceeds
to the G.E.C. projects.
Withdrew remaining balance ($46,957) from the Fund for Tomorrow (ARK09) and donated
the proceeds to the G.E.C. Children’s Area Renovation project.
$2,740 was distributed from the K.I.T. Fund (ARK06) for Pre-school furniture and youth
scholarships.
$4,071 was distributed from the Jackson Memorial Trust Fund (ARK08) for work of the
Aldersgate Missions Committee.
$3,000 was awarded from the Gable Scholarship Fund (GSF01) to four recipients of
Scholarships. (This increased award amount was possible because of a 2018 revision
permitting 5% of the prior year fund balance to be awarded instead of a “fixed” $1,000).
Ed Yohn,
2019 Chair, Endowment Fund Committee
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ATTACHMENT A
PERMANENT FUNDS INCLUDED IN THE
ALDERSGATE ENDOWMENT FUND
Sterner Preschool Scholarship Fund -- Provides financial aid to needy families of Aldersgate
Preschool attendees.
Missions Fund – Established to support missions work of Aldersgate in and beyond the local
church and community.
General Ministries Fund – Established for special needs and ministries which otherwise would not
be available through the regular church budget.
Building Fund -- Provides funds for purchase or construction of new church property, additions to
or major modifications, repairs and maintenance to existing church property. This Fund was Fund
was terminated on 12/17/19 and the $21,614.64 balance was applied to the G.E.C. Project
Nicholas Seminary Scholarship Fund -- Provides grants to students who are enrolled in a United
Methodist approved seminary and are members of Aldersgate who have been active participants in
the church ministry.
K.I.T. Memorial Trust Fund -- Created by a group of Barbara A. Gable friends and in her memory,
provides for children and/or youth ministries of Aldersgate Church
Jackson Memorial Trust – Created by John and Nelda Jackson to provide a steady stream of
income for the mission work of the church. The Fund was amended in 2016 to afford the
opportunity for additions by others and to maintain a perpetual record of all donors.
Fund for Tomorrow – Excess monies from our 2003-2004 “Going the Distance” mortgage
redemption campaign being held for future building expansion. This Fund was terminated on
10/8/19 and the $46,957 balance was applied to the GEC Children’s Renovation project.
Marian Bidelman Memorial Trust Fund – Provides funding for various ministries and needs of the
church, with special emphasis on, but not limited to, fine music presentations, and other projects
that may not be funded through the operating and capital budgets.
Barbara Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship Trust Fund -- Provides scholarships for student
members of Aldersgate who are enrolled or accepted at a two-year or four-year college, university
or technical school.
General Purpose Trust Fund - The purpose of this Fund is to augment congregational giving by
providing monies for most needs and requests of the church excluding routine items such as
salaries, utilities, taxes, etc.
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23

24
25
10a Prayer Group
2p Faithful Friends
6:30p Church Council
6:30p Cub Pack 180
7p Boy Scout Trp 17
7p York Cty Beekeepers

23
6p Youth/J-Walkers

CASSEROLES DUE!

18
1p Book Club
6:30p Finance
6:30p Preschool Board
6:30p Cub Pack 180
7p Boy Scout Trp 17

16
17
1:30p Scouts-God & Me
6p Girl Scouts/Brownies
3:30p Scouts God & Family
6p Youth/J-Walkers

24
6p GS & Brownies
6:30p Grief Share

11
10a Prayer Group
2p Faithful Friends
6:30p Staff Parish
6:30p Cub Pack 180
7p Boy Scout Trp 17

9
10
1:30p Leadership Class
1:30p Scouts-God & Me
3:30p Scouts God & Family
6p Youth Crosswalk

Tuesday

4
6:30p Trustees
6:30p Nom & Ldr Dev
6:30p Cub Pack 180 Den
7p Boy Scout Trp 17

Preschool
9a 2’s class Wed
9:15a 3’s class Tue & Thu
12:15p 4’s class Tue,
Wed, Thu

Monday

2
3
1:30p Scouts-God & Me
1p Nifty Needles
3:30p Scouts God & Fami- 6:30p Missions Meeting
ly

8a Informal Worship
9:15a Contemporary
Worship/Hoppy Time
10:30a Traditional Worship/Sunday School

Sunday

20
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Paul
Noon Al Anon
6:30p Men’s Study
7p Praise Team Practice
27
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Paul
Noon Al Anon
1p Prayer Group
6:30p Men’s Study
7p Praise Team Practice

26 ASH WEDNESDAY
6a Men’s Bible Study
5:21p Wonderful
Wednesday meal (ONLY)
6:30p Ash Wednesday
Service

13
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Paul
Noon Al Anon
1p Prayer Group
1p Card Games – Seniors
6:30p Men’s Study
6:30p Women in Mission
7p Praise Team Practice

6
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Paul
Noon Al Anon
1p Senior Card games
7p Praise Team Practice

Thursday

19
6a Men’s Bible Study
5:21p Wonderful
Wednesday meal
6:30p WW offerings
6:30p Children’s Choir
7:30p Choir

12
6a Men’s Bible Study
10a Covered by Prayer
5:30p Creation Care Team
5:21p Wonderful
Wednesday meal
6:30p WW offerings
6:30p Children’s Choir
7:30p Choir

5
6a Men’s Bible Study
10:00a Covered by Prayer
5:21p Wonderful
Wednesday meal
6:30p WW offerings
6:30p Children’s Choir
7:30p Choir

Wednesday

February 2020

28

21
7p GS World Thinking
Day set-up

14

7

Friday

29
6p Worship

22
9:30a GS World Thinking Day
11am Food Run Kit
2:30p Food Run prep
5p Food Run delivery
6p Worship

Good Tiding Articles
DUE for MARCH issue

15
6p Worship

8
8a Cub Scout Pinewood Derby
6p Worship

All Day Youth Zeteo
Retreat

1
6p Worship

Saturday

