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Message from our Captain…  

Pastor Dale Parker 

 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

Grace, peace, and joy to you from God has anointed Aldersgate 
Church to advance the Gospel beyond our greatest imagination.  One 
night I was awakened by God to read Isaiah 40.  Immediately, my 
heart became strangely warm as it was clear to me that God was 
identifying my calling to Aldersgate Church. Even as I write this article, 
tears are running down my cheeks and uncontrollable laughter is 
flowing out of the depth of my soul.  Understanding what this means 
will come later; but for this moment I ask you to read and meditate on  
Isaiah 40, pray for God’s revelation, and talk openly among yourselves 
about what God is doing. 
   
THE GLORY DAYS ARE COMING BACK 
 
Aldersgate Church has a rich legacy.  While she has endured many 
storms and perhaps drifted off course a few times, the faithful core of 
Aldersgate Church has remained steadfast, prayerful, and hopeful.  
Because of this, God has heard the cries of His people.  And, God has 
sent me to bring you comfort and Godly leadership that will empower 
Aldersgate Church to set sail once again. 
 
BEHOLD, GOD IS DOING A NEW THING   Isaiah 43:19 
 
Thank you for patiently waiting for the Good Tidings. As you read 
through the many pages you will see how the people of Aldersgate 
Church have been extremely enthusiastic and active, embracing the 
“new” God is doing here.  This will be especially depicted in articles 
like the Trumpet Sounds of Praise, the staff bios, Hoppy Time and the 
Amazing Adventures Zone in the Children’s Ministry, the ministries, 
classes, and mission opportunities and outreaches,  and growth.  God 
is doing great things and we are just getting started.   
 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN TO ATTEND, the 
2020 Vision Casting/ Church Conference at 6PM on Sunday, 
November 24th in the Fellowship Hall. Whether you are a member 
or not, all are encouraged to attend this momentous evening.  
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THE LEADERSHIP OF ALDERSGATE 

Harvey Elder, Chair of Church Council 

Beth Duvall, Vice Chair of Council 

Linda Jacob, Chair Board of Trustees 

Kent Springman, Vice Chair of Trustees 

Larry Raffensberger, Secretary of Trustees 

Bob Dugan, Treasurer of Trustees 

Dave Yoder, Chair of Staff–Parish Relations 

Toni Nalesnik, Co-Chair of Finance 

Ryan Wilt, Co-Chair of Finance 

Ed Yohn, Chair of Endowment 

Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair 

Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader 

Kevin Hoffman, Co-Lay Leader 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Reverend Dale Parker, Lead Pastor  

Austin White, Assisting Pastor 
 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Judy Sterner, Congregational Care 

Miranda Moland, Youth & Young Adult Coordinator 

Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director and Safe Sanctu-
ary Coordinator 

Chris Schaeberle, Teaching Assistant 

Deborah Watts, Teaching Assistant 
 

WORSHIP STAFF 
Vanessa Trauger, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Rachel Booz, Worship Assistant/Organist 

Jim Young, Choir Director 
 

OPERATIONS STAFF 
Sheila McConville, Operations Manager 

Sherry Smith, Membership/Finance Secretary  

Dave Abel, Facility Manager 

Bill Ilyes, Sexton 

 
 
 

397 Tyler Run Road, York, PA 17403 
Web-site: www.aldersgateyork.com 

Facebook: AldersgateYork 
Phone: 717-854-4276 

Church Office Hours: 9AM to 4PM 
Days of Operation: Monday - Thursday 

 

To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

KNOW LIVE SHARE JESUS 

(July 26, 2019) 
Dear Aldersgate Family, 
 

No words can express  my thanks and gratefulness for 
the kindness shown to me during my hospital stay over 
my recent birthday and illness combined.  All my 
thanks and love go to Pastor Rick, who visited many 
times in the hospital; to Judy Sterner’s visits; to Karen 
Julian’s visit to my home, updating me on church news 
and forwarding Good Tidings to my home; and to 
Sherry Smith for being the kind, loving person she is.  I 
thank all my dear friends for the cards and prayers. 
 

Blessings to all, 
Carolyn Reever 

(August 23, 2019) 
 

Thank you to the wonderful person who left flowers on my 

desk.  It’s those little things that are acts of God. Your gift 

provided a much needed up-lift and a smile that lasted as 

longs as the flowers.  I pray that God puts such a person in 

your life when you need them.  Thank you again.  
 

 Jan Bowden 

(August 12, 2019) 
 
To Aldersgate Church Family, 
 

Thank you for the many cards and prayers given on 
our behalf. They were very much appreciated. 
 

Bill and Phyllis Koons 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE OPPORTUNITIES 
BE BLESSED AS YOU BLESS 

 

HOMEBOUND and NURSING HOME VISITATION: 
Spend time with a SAINT! 2-5 hours a month (YOUR 
CALL! ) listening, talking, sharing, laughing, just being 
PRESENT!  
 

SHARING COMMUNION with those no longer able to 
attend church: Simple and profoundly meaningful! 1-3 
hours on the first Sunday or Monday of EVEN months 
(six times a year).  
 

TRANSPORTATION: We have 3- 5 older members 
who so very much miss their Aldersgate worship and 
family.  Can you transport one person to and from 
church once a month??? If we all take turns they could 
get here even more often! 
 

For more information on the above 
programs and opportunities contact  

Judy Sterner at the Church Office at 717-854-4276 
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“Shofar”...SO GOOD! 

Trumpet Sounds of Praise 
 

Over 20 people participating in the NEW Christianity Explored Class…
Sincere people who are intentionally seeking to embark on a new journey, or 
renew our journey, with Jesus are being encouraged by other people who 
have known Jesus for a longer period of time.  Special appreciation to Denny 
Cathcart and Intentional Faith Development Team. 
 

The Amazing Adventures Children’s Ministry…After several months of anticipation, excitement and 
unlimited prayers, the Children’s Sunday School and Christian Preschool Classrooms are not merely 
renovated, but completely redesigned for children to Journey with Jesus. Each room was designed to depict  
a different theme with the intent to remind the children that Jesus is always with them, offering Amazing 
Adventures wherever they may go whether trekking through the JUNGLE or FORREST, submerged UNDER 
THE SEA, crossing the DESERT, or floating in OUTER SPACE. The Amazing Adventures will not just be a 
Sunday Morning ministry, as the Vision is to reach children with the love and truth of Jesus Christ six days a 
week and during both the day and night times. Special gratitude to Larry Raffensberger for overseeing the full 
project; the Aldersgate Mission Team, who donated all the paint and volunteered to do all the painting; and 
many other dedicated volunteers who have been helping in various ways with the construction. Last but not 
least, were it not for those faithful ones who had gone before us to establish the “Fund For Tomorrow” which 
enabled Aldersgate to accomplish this project ‘Today’...which was our predecessors ‘Tomorrow’ - we give 
thanks. 
 
J-Walkers Crosswalk Youth Ministry Kick-Off…30 youth and 16 adults participated in the Fall Kick-Off on 
September 8th. While attending the weekly Crosswalk Events on Sunday nights, the Youth are not only 
having crazy fun, but are most importantly growing in our character, confidence and community of friends.  A 
seed has been planted for a Youth Praise Band to be established in the near future.  Special praises for  
Miranda Moland who has a truly authentic and awesome relationship with Jesus that is evident in all she does 
and to the parents who are supporting her. 
 
200 Attendees for the Welcome Aboard Table Talk Event…Those who were present enjoyed a delicious 
meal, meaningful fellowship, and a intimate introduction to most of the staff, Pastor Austin and Pastor Dale.  
The staff designed new “A-Team” Spirit Wear that proclaimed the 2020 Vision that Aldersgate Church is 
Setting Sail. With people from all the difference worship services in one room, there was a wonderful feeling 
of community among us. Special thanks to Dot Miller and the Table Talk Ministry Team for coordinating the 
event, providing the main dish, and extending to all Christ-like hospitality. Well done! 
 
Crossover Youth Adult Ministry...Approximately 12 different young adults have been hanging out on 
Sundays at 10:30 to meet with each other and Jesus. Along with developing wholesome friendship, they 
discuss current topics that are relevant for everyday life. Thanks to the leadership of Miranda Moland. She 
rocks because of the ROCK she stands on! 
 
Not Alone Women’s Bible Study Class...Up to 26 different women of various ages meet every Wednesday 
evening at 6:30PM to talk about healthy and meaningful relationships and how to make them last a lifetime. 
Special appreciation to Tami Parker for facilitating the class. 
 
Improved Sound and Lighting in the Fellowship Hall...After several weeks of renovations, new state-of-
the art digital technology has been installed. Other major improvements included stabilizing and reconfiguring 
the stage set-up and illuminating the wooden cross.  Special gratitude goes out to David Jones and his 
Worship Design Team enhancing our Contemporary Worship experience. 
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS…On average, about 100 people gather together on Wednesday evenings to 
greet, meet and eat each other within the church community. After dinner, adults venture off to various 
studies while the children practice for their Children’s Choir Debut on November 17th, work on homework and 
make crafts. This joyful gathering is made possible because of the coordination efforts of Jan Bowden and 
many volunteers. Thank you to all who are involved behind the scenes. … continued on next page 
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Vanessa Trauger - Our Contemporary Worship Leader 
  (Vanessa.trauger@aldersgateyork.com) 
 

Hello Aldersgate Family! I am beyond excited to serve as your Contemporary Worship 
Leader. One year ago, as I entered my senior year of college, I never imagined myself 
returning home and being called back to lead and teach at the places where I’ve lived 
most of my life. I have been coming to Aldersgate since 1997. Many of you have 
watched me grow up from the time I was in the nursery and have seen where God has 
led me through each step of my journey. I am so grateful for the friendships and 
support that I have always had here.  
 

Ever since I was in elementary school, I knew my future was going to be filled with music. My musical path at 
Aldersgate began when I joined the worship team in 2010. It is hard to believe I have been singing with you 
for almost 10 years! Singing is my greatest passion, but I also enjoy playing the violin and piano, acting, 
conducting, directing, and teaching. After graduating from Dallastown Area High School in 2015, I attended 
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ. At Westminster, I received an excellent and well-rounded 
musical education, and obtained my Bachelor of Music in Music Education Degree this past May. 
 

Throughout my senior year, I went through periods of confusion and worry regarding my future and what was 
to come next. However, within two weeks after I graduated, the Lord made everything so clear to me. He 
was calling me home. In addition to joining the Aldersgate staff, I am back at Dallastown the Middle School 
Choir Director/Musical Director/General Music Teacher. I am going to have a full plate, but it will be full of 
joy.  
 

Before I wrap up this bio, I want to let you know there are other things I love besides music! I am a huge 
football and wrestling fan. I love the summer and like being outside in the heat every chance I get. I enjoy 
traveling, biking, hiking, and spending time at Wesley Forest Camp and Retreat and also am a Disney super 
fan. Which is why going to Walt Disney World with my family is my favorite type of vacation.  
 

If I have not personally met you yet or do not know you very well, please introduce yourself! I look forward to 
journeying with you all on this adventure as we continue to worship together. 

“Shofar”...SO GOOD! 

Trumpet Sounds of Praise 
The Amazing Adventures at Aldersgate Christian Preschool…Having reached 
full enrollment, 42 children have received age appropriate “Adventure Bibles” and 
are being taught on a weekly bases about the love and truth of Jesus Christ 
through music, Bible stories, and crafts. How beautiful it is to not only have 

passionate leaders/teachers, but passionate about sharing the love of Christ with others. Accolades to our 
Director, Lynn Ciepiela and her Assistant Teachers, Chris Schaeberle and Deborah Watt for creating an 
Christ-like environment for our Preschool Community and their families to experience The Amazing 
Adventures of Jesus! 
 

Bible Presentation and Celebration at Aldersgate…Thirteen 2nd and 3rd grade children received 
Adventure Bibles at a Special Bible Presentation on Sunday, October 13th. This rite of passage marks the 
identity of them taking ownership of their own faith as an result and extension of their parent’s guidance. 
Missy Stuart’s genuine love and care for children in general, coupled with her strong desire to nurture our 
children and devotion to teaching them the Word of God, would cause the rocks to cry out in Praise to God if 
we didn’t. Missy, the rocks can remain silent for we sing praises to our God, for the way you love Jesus 
endlessly. 
 

FOUR Church Office Renovations…Special donations and countless volunteers and staff members 
stepped up to help renovate the Judy’s Office, Sherry’s Office (Main Church Office), Pastor Austin’s Office, 
and Sheila’s/ Dave Office. Additionally, much effort has been made to clean-out, simplify and organize 
several administrative areas over the past months as well. Gratitude to all those “Martha’s’ who took part in 
this. 
 

MOST OF ALL…Praises to God for these, and all the other new and ongoing ministries that are too 
numerous to note on this sheet. The Spirit of God is blowing wind into the Aldersgate S.S. sails and 
ministries are abounding. Church family get ready... 
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Rachel Booz - Worship Assistant and Organist 
(rachel.booz@aldergsgateyork.com) 

 

I am so excited to be a part of the staff here at Aldersgate! I grew up in Rhinebeck, New 
York, and graduated from Houghton College in May of 2018 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music and Music Industry. 
 

I have been studying the piano since I was six years old, and the organ since High 
School. I studied both in college, as well as learned how to run a sound board (all the 
controls for microphones and instruments).  I also own and operate a recording studio 
in my home. 
 

In my free time, I enjoy listening to Bon Jovi, going for long runs, and hanging out with my cats (Linda and 
Romeo).  My favorite hymn is “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”. 

~ Miranda Moland ~ 
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator 

(miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com) 
 
 

I grew up in Bowie, Maryland with my dad, mom and brother. I went to school at 
Annapolis Area Christian School in Annapolis, Maryland where my favorite 
activities were painting in Art class, and playing volleyball and softball.  

Growing up I was always involved in my Church’s Youth Group and loved the 
time I spent there with my friends and leaders. I enjoyed going to different 
retreats and camps that were centered around Jesus, so much so, that when I 

graduated high school I decided to become a Residential Camp Counselor over the summer at a 
camp that I had grown up going to called New Life Bible Camp. This Camp became a home away 
from home to me and was the first step in sharing the Gospel with others.  

I began my college career at Anne Arundel Community College in Maryland but ended up 
transferring a year and a half later to York College of Pennsylvania to play softball. At York, I 
majored in Therapeutic Recreation which is using recreational activities as therapy. I sought out  
Christian ministries on campus and met many wonderful people through them, one being my 
husband, Tyler. Together, we volunteer our time serving Dallastown Middle School Students 
through an organization called Young Life; as sharing the love of Jesus with youth is a passion we 
both share.  

After college, I obtained a full-time position as an Employment Specialist for Adults who have 
Autism. The organization I worked for focused on seeking employment opportunities for our clients 
and offering them assistance to help them grow their skill set and become a contributing member 
within the community. I loved serving in this area and seeing the accomplishments of the individuals 
I was working with, but eventually I began to feel like I needed to search for something else; yet 
having no idea where or what. 

About that time Lisa Murr had asked Tyler and I if we could come help at a J-Walkers Bonfire as we 
had been attending Aldersgate for a few years now. We went not expecting to do much, but it was 
that night where we both connected with our youth and I got this idea in my head of “What if?” So, 
since they still did not have a replacement for the previous Youth Coordinator, I applied for this 
position.  

The desire to fill this role continued to grow inside of me each step of the way. I pursued this 
position praying to God for His will be done in me and in the Youth Group no matter what that 
meant. Long story short, God ended up answering desires I did not even know I had at the time. 
After accepting this position, I believe 100% this is the plan and purpose God has set out for me at 
this time. Tyler and I are excited to see what God does in our lives and in the lives of our J-Walkers 
and fellow members of Aldersgate! Lastly, it gives me great joy to share that since my initial hire, I 
am now also overseeing the Special Blessings Class. What a beautiful demonstration of how God 
works and prepares us for the future of things only He would know what He has in store for us. 



6 

Dave Abel - Facility Manager 
(dave.abel@aldersgateyork.com or facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com) 

 
I and my wife, Melissa, are no strangers to the York area as we both grew up minutes 
from Aldersgate Church in the Mt. Rose Avenue area of Spring Garden Township 
and graduated from York Suburban High School. I enlisted in the United States Air 
Force, serving tours of duty in Europe and Southeast Asia as a Weapons Loading 
Crew Chief on fighter aircraft. I later found myself deployed in an alternate fashion as 
a musician in the US Air Force Band of the West. After my enlistment ended, I 

returned home and started what would be an illustrious career in engineering; first at Dentsply International 
as a Product Development Engineering Technician and later as a Technical Writer in the areas of 
manufacturing, PA government, military, and pharmaceutical. I received my education at the US Air Force 
School of Applied Sciences, Air University, Lowry Technical Training School, York College, and PLC 
Programming training at Siemens. Prior musical affiliations and activities include District and Regional 
Band Festivals while in high school, the Spring Garden Band of York, Lancers Drum and Bugle Corps, 
York Little Theater, Hershey Symphony Orchestra, and part-time, co-curricular Band Director at Central 
York High School. 

In 2012, I became re-acquainted with the love of my life, Melissa – a gal I had known growing up in church 
and living two blocks from me as a teenager. Both of us had been active in church ministries for most of 
our lives in areas such as Youth Leadership, Missions, Worship Team, Elementary Education, and 
Instrumental and Vocal Music (both of us were National Fine Arts Finalist within the Assemblies of God), 
and Dramas. 

We left the York area briefly in 2015 to pursue ministry opportunities at Melissa’s Alma Mater, the 
University of Valley Forge, and became heavily involved in various campus ministries there as well. 

In late 2018, we returned to the York area where I worked at Graham Engineering as a Technical Writer 
until my retirement in January 2019 and Melissa resumed her career as an Account Services Coordinator 
at Delta Dental in Camp Hill, PA. The search for a “church home” had become futile until God opened a 
door at Aldersgate Church. 

Along with a yearly vacation abroad and a fall get-away to Vermont each year, we enjoy our time together, 
along with our Golden Retriever, Chelsey, at our Ruxton Road home in 
Spring Garden Township. Melissa continues to further her education with 
online courses from Evangel University and I can be heard practicing my 
horn nightly in preparation for concerts with the New Cumberland Town 
Band. Frequent trips to Pittsburgh occur as we root for our Pirates, 
Steelers, and Penguins. 

Although I am employed as the Facility Manager at Aldersgate, my wife 
and I consider this an opportunity to get to know each of you and become 
involved in various areas as a “ministry” outreach so lives can be changed 
as evidenced by the love of Christ.  

Please place your Box Tops for Education 
in the white box on the Church’s Kitchen 
counter or in Jean Norris’ Church Mailbox. 
 

Red Bird Mission uses the funds raised to 
fuel their school buses that  bring about 
200 students to campus in Appalachia for a 
Christian School. 

 
 
 

 Events 
 Classes 
 Studies 
 Meetings 
 
 

Email facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com  
 Date(s) 
 Time Frame (Beginning, Ending, Set-up, During, Clean-up) 
 Room Size Requirements 
 Name of Group/Event 
 Name of Point of Contact, Email and Cell Phone 

mailto:facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com
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Come, Capture and Celebrate the 
Vision of Aldersgate for 2020! 

 

All are welcomed and encouraged to attend! 
 

District Superintendent Charlie Salisbury 
will conduct the Annual Business Meeting. 

 

 
~ Childcare during Sunday Worship Services ~ 

(9:15AM and 10:30AM) 
 

~ Worship Leaders/Helpers for “Hoppy Time” ~ 
(9:30-10:15AM on Sundays) 

 

~ Assistant Teachers - The Amazing Adventures ~ 
(10:30-11:30AM on Sundays) 

 

CONTACT Austin White 
(austin.white@aldersgateyork.com) 

 
 

~ Office Assistants ~ 
(M-F, 9AM-3PM) 

 

CONTACT Sherry Smith 
(sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com) 

 
 

~ Odd Jobs/Small Projects around the Church ~ 
Jacks and Jills of All Trades...Masters too! 

(What is your specialty, ability or joy?) 
 

 Light carpentry 

 Painting 

 Gardening 

 Windows 

 Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical 

 Moving furniture around 
 

CONTACT Dave Abel 
(facilitymanager@aldersgateyork.com) 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION! 

Austin White - Assisting Pastor 
(austin.white@aldersgateyork.com) 

 

Hello, Aldersgate! I was 
raised in Halifax, PA, where 
there is more corn than 
people. After encountering a 
loving God in my Youth 
Group, I realized He was 
calling me to serve His 
Church, so I slowly began to 
embrace my call to pastoral 

ministry. This past May, I graduated from Messiah 
College with a B.A. in Christian Ministries. While I 
was finishing up my Degree, I got an unexpected 
phone call from Pastor Dale to consider joining him 
here at Aldersgate. When he told me about you all 
in York and the direction of the Church, I was 
overcome with peace, and I knew God was calling 
me to serve in this congregation. 
 

Immediately after graduation, I got a job as a 
musician with Messiah’s music ministry team called 
Seven. During this time, I had the opportunity to 
travel to churches, camps, and festivals to play 
music and lead people in musical worship. It would 
be an understatement to say music is a big passion 
of mine. I primarily play the electric guitar, banjo, 
and cello, but I love to play all sorts of instruments. 
It is such a joy to use this gift as an offering of 
worship to bring glory to God.  
 

I also enjoy creating art! I have a website where I 
post all my finished paintings and projects, but you 
will have to come see me personally if you want the 
link. My two favorite mediums are heavy body 
acrylics and woodburning, which is when you use a 
heated pen to carve and burn your image into a 
slab of wood. Another form of art I enjoy is cooking. 
During my first two semesters of college, I 
unintentionally found myself in the culinary field 
cooking alongside some wonderful mentors. I love 
to explore and be creative with my cooking, just as I 
do with my art. And if I have learned anything in 
ministry, it is that a good bite of food can turn a 
heart towards God in a moment. 
 

My role here at Aldersgate is to serve as the 
Assisting Pastor, however, I am also temporarily 
serving as the Children’s Ministry Coordinator. You 
might see me preaching from the pulpit, playing 
electric guitar during the Contemporary Service, 
working in the sound booth during the Traditional 
Service, hanging out with the Youth on Sunday 
evenings, serving in The Amazing Adventures 
Zone, scheduling volunteers in my office, or 
worshipping in the courtyard during the day. It is 
such a joy to be here, and I look forward to getting 
to know each one of you as I hear your stories, 
serve with you, pray with you, and worship 
alongside of you. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24th 

6PM - Fellowship Hall 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
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Helping Hands Food Run 
 November 30th  

 

Looking for cooks to prepare turkeys at 
home.  After cooking, bring frozen 

boneless meat to church’s freezer by 
Thursday, Novembe28th. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

For More Details Contact 
Dave Smith dpsmith005@gmail.com 

 

December 28th  
Details and Sign-Up Available in West Lobby 

"Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? 
May we not be one heart, though we are not of one 

opinion?" John Wesley 
 

On September 14th nine Aldersgate Volunteers 
gave their time and energy at Mission Central to 
be God’s hands and feet in mission.  Some 
sorted medical supplies to go to local needs or 
to Project CURE for international needs, some 
assembled Hygiene Kits and others assembled 
Cleaning Buckets for disaster response. 

Thank you for all the support from Aldersgate to 
Connect God’s Resources with Human Need at 

Mission Central. 

WANTED: SAFE SANCTUARY CERTIFIED VOLUNTEERS 

CONTACT Mary Lynn or Kevin Hoffman  717-887-0313 
 

Marriage Ministry Mission: To encourage Godly 

marriages in our church and community. 

OFFERING DATE & TIME 

Art of Parenting Study November 10th 5-7 PM 

Art of Parenting Study November 17th 5-7 PM 

Art of Parenting Study November 24th 5-7PM 

Laugh Your Way to A Better 

Marriage Seminar 
March 28th  8AM-4PM 

ATTENTION ALL COUPLES! FEBRUARY 14-16, 2019  
Weekend to Remember Marriage Getaway 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hershey Lodge and Convention Center 
Register at http://www.familylife.com 
Use Group Code “Aldersgate York”  
Hotel Reservations 800-437-7439 

Great marriages don’t just happen. Be intentional with yours! 

http://www.familylife.com
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Membership Musings  

Submitted by: Sherry Smith, Membership Secretary 
sherry.smith@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276 

 

It’s good to be back!  Aldersgate is a busy 
place these days and we are thrilled with your 
enthusiasm for all that is happening!  Your 
participation in events, your helping hands, 
your positive energy; all are appreciated as we 
move forward with God’s direction and for His 
glory!  The hands-on work that has taken place 
these past few months – painting, cleaning, 
clearing, hauling, etc. is a testimony to your 
love for, and commitment to, Christ and His 
church.  And we are so blessed by all each of 
you do for this community of faith! 
 
With the refurbished spaces in the children’s 
wing, our children’s ministry and preschool will 
take our children on Amazing Adventures as 
they gain a new understanding of God’s love 
and care for His creation and His people.  So, 
let the little ones lead us to a new day!   
 
New babies have been kind of scarce around 
here lately, but Nick and Sarah were gifted 
with an adorable second son, Aaron Isaac 
Curry, born September 20

th
.  We have had a 

couple Baptisms over the past couple of 
months. Corinne Pearl Mills, daughter of Jenna 
and Daniel Mills (granddaughter of Dave 
Glatfelter) was baptized during the 10:30 
Worship Service on September 22

nd
. Jacob 

David Hippensteel, son of Jared and Sarah 
Hippensteel (grandson of Dale and Janet 
Hippensteel) was baptized October 27

th
 during  

the 9:15 Worship Service. Welcome little ones! 
At the other end of the spectrum we have a 
fantastic group of ladies and gentlemen 
celebrating Senior Birthdays in November and 
December.  In November, those special people 

are: Virginia Potter on the 3
rd

; Dolores Butcher 
and Glade Taylor on the 15

th
; Bob Seitz on the 

16
th
; Dr. Jim Smith on the 17

th
; Louise 

Cookson on the 20
th
; Elsie Yarnell on the 21

st
; 

Faye Dull on the 28
th
; and Loretta Slaybaugh 

on the 29
th
.  

 
December’s senior birthday people are Ackie 
Atkinson on the 2

nd
; Russ Etter on the 5

th
; Dick 

Julian on the 7
th
; John Funk on the 11

th
; Harry 

Shermeyer on the 14
th
; Ken Walton on the 

26
th
; and Karen Julian on the 30

th
. 

 
Happy Birthday to all these youngsters! A 
complete list of birthdays for our congregation 
can be found on the bulletin board across from 
the mailboxes. 
 
As we come near to All Saints Day we’ll 
remember thirteen of our members who were  
“Promoted”, as Pastor Dale says, this past 
year. Those to whom we have had to say 
goodbye most recently were Bill Koons on 
September 29

th
 and Ralph Baum on 

September 18
th
. Robby Robertson left us July 

18
th
 at the ripe old age of 99! How blessed we 

have been to know so many faithful servants of 
Christ. 
 
We are also nearing that time of year in which 
we focus on counting our blessings and 
giving thanks to God for his faithfulness.  This 
year at Aldersgate we can be especially 
thankful for the new life that is springing forth 
in so many areas.  
 
Be sure to keep your church, your church 
family and staff in your prayers, it is a good 
thing to encourage and support one another in 
our walk with the Lord and each other.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!   And, Merry Christmas! 
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SENIOR FRIENDS 
 (AKA: OLDER ADULTS) 

 

Submitted by: Karen Julian   kmjulian1@comcast.net 

 
On a recent visit to Normandie Ridge, I could hear a group 
of residents enjoying a sing-along of old favorites. On 
another occasion, voices joined in singing familiar hymns. 
There is just something about music that reaches our 
hearts and brings us joy--no matter what our age or 
circumstance. 

Music has been around since ancient times, but scientists 
are now exploring the different ways music contributes to 
healthier minds and bodies. Dr. Finkelstein of the National 
Institute of Health says, "Think of music like physical 
fitness or healthy eating. To see the most benefits, try to 
include music as a regular part of your life." So, how will 
you incorporate music into your daily diet? Why not buy a 
CD or tune in to a Christian radio station. It could be as 
simple as turning on the TV, as many of them have music 
of all kinds available at the click of a remote. Better yet, 
just use your own voice to make a joyful noise to the Lord. 
He doesn't mind if you're out of tune. He delights in you as 
a parent delights in a child. 

Thanks to David Jones and the Worship Design Team, 
we've been blessed with a lot of special music 
recently. Now with the return of the Choir and the talents 
of the Praise Team, our hearts should be overflowing 
during worship. Would you take a moment to let them 
know just how much their efforts are appreciated? 

Card Players 
 

Thursday, November 14th from 1-4PM 
The Gathering Place  

 
Book Readers 

 

Tuesday, November 19th at 1PM 
Room 115 (The Parlor) 
Book Discussion On: 

1984 by George Orwell. 
 

Contact Karen Julian for more 
information, or just show up. 

 
Prayer Group 

 

Tuesdays at 10AM 
November 12th and 19th  

 

Thursdays at 1PM 
November 14th and 21st 

Grieving? 
How Will You Survive the Holidays? 

 

Just when you thought GRIEF was hard enough, here 
come the HOLIDAYS. Invitations to keep you busy, 
holiday family traditions, cheery music, so many 
memories, and…perhaps it all makes you feel like 
crawling in a hole until Spring. 
 
The GriefShare Program “SURVIVING the HOLIDAYS” 
can make all the difference as you grieve and try to 
navigate the turbulent sea of loss and remembrance. 
Come learn strategies and share ideas, understand 
how to make your own way at your own pace, and still 
be involved with family and friends, and discover 
meaningful ways to honor those you love who have 
gone before you. 
 

There is still JOY to be found… 
in the midst of loss. 

Thursday, November 21st 
7-8:30PM 

Room 115 - Aldersgate Church 

Call to Register 717-854-4276 
by Monday, November 18th 

 

FREE and OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY! 
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Tuesday, November 19th 10-11:30AM 

Call to Register 717-854-4276 
by Thursday, November 14th 

 

 OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY! 
 

Join us for a 
TIME of ENCOURAGEMENT and SUPPORT 

as you journey through your loss of 
a spouse or partner.  

 
 

YOU are NOT alone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is an invitation to all men to join in an hour 
of bible study and discussion about what a life 

with Christ in your heart would be like. 
 

The hour is followed with a breakfast and 
continued fellowship at a local restaurant for 

those that are willing and available. Simply bring 
your bible and meet us in The Gathering Place 

each Wednesday morning at 6 AM. 
All men are welcome!! 

 
If you have any questions give me a call, Jerry 

Bowman at jlbowman2@comcast.net 

Sanctuary Choir  
Weekly Practices on Wednesdays 

7:30PM ~ Choir Room 
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Submitted by: Austin White, Assisting Pastor  (Temporary Children’s Ministry Coordinator) 
austin.white@aldersgatyork.com 

 

Our children are launching into The Amazing Adventures at Aldersgate! Thanks to the hard work of so 
many faithful volunteers and workers, our new children’s wing is just about finished and has been set apart as 
a space for children to come to learn and yearn for Jesus Christ. We would like to thank all of our skilled 
volunteers who have worked long hours to make this vision come to life. Now, our children will embark on a 
“Journey with Jesus” through the jungle, the forest, the sea, the desert, and even outer space! The idea 
behind creating a different theme in each room is to impress upon our children, no matter where we are in 
life, whether it be the desert or the sea, we can trust God is with us, and it will be the most incredible journey 
of our lives. 

Within this new space, children will continue to be taught about Jesus and will also engage in a 
time of worship that is at a level in which they will connect with. We have instituted a worship time 
geared specifically for children ages 2 through 5th grade, known as “Hoppy Time”. After the 
Pastoral Prayer during the Contemporary Service, children will have the option to follow our mascot 
“Hoppy” down to the Jungle Room in The Amazing Adventures Zone. During this time, the 
children will learn how to worship God in fun and creative ways, and learn what it means to Fully 
Rely On God, no matter what comes their way. 

Something important to note about The Amazing Adventures Zone is it a NUT-FREE ZONE. 
Many of our children have specific food allergies, some of them being airborne, so it is important 
for us to be cautious about what food goes into the new area. Please help us to maintain a NUT-
FREE ZONE by not allowing your child to bring in any outside food, including snacks from The 
Gathering Place, into this area; especially since a safe snack will be provided. We appreciate 
your help with this. 

Aldersgate Church does not take the safety of our children lightly. Therefore, providing the safest 
environment possible was in the forefront of every decision that was made. In fact, the main reason it was 
decided to establish The Amazing Adventures Zone where it is, was so there would only be one point of 
entry - downstairs at the base of the ramp while providing Emergency Exits at South Entrance 1 
and the door from Room 20. We are in the process of establishing an electronic check-in system, but in the 
meantime we will continue using the manual check-in/out system we have in place. Though an electronic 
system will offer a more efficient and convenient process, our current manual system does provide the 
needed security for our children. Please know we continue to be diligent in establishing the electronic system 
and look forward to it coming to fruition. 

On another note, after conversing with the Team, it was decided not to hold a Children’s Christmas 
Pageant this year for multiple reasons. Instead, we want to encourage families to devote time to nurturing 
your relationships with one another this Advent season and intentionally set aside time to focus on what this 
season is truly about. This is why each family will receive a Devotional to use this Advent Season. 
 
The Amazing Adventures would not be successful without the passionate and devoted teachers and 
helpers who are committed to coming alongside of our parents and teaching our children about the 
redemptive love of Christ each week. Please keep in mind, in addition to those listed below, there are several 
other volunteers not listed who help on a regular basis or who are willing to fill-in as needed. 
 
• Child Care in the Nursery (Birth to 2/3) - Karyn Grossman, Jane Young and others who fill in as needed. 
• Hoppy Time in the Jungle - Kim Craven, Lynne Ciepiela, Tami Parker, Randy and Mandy Campbell, and 

Cathy Jacobs. 
• 2/3 year old Preschoolers in the Forrest - Darlene Lewis and others who willingly fill in. 
• 4/5 year old Preschoolers in the Forrest - Somer Buchsenschutz and others who willingly fill in. 
• Large Group Time in the Jungle - Missy Stuart 
• K-1st Grade Under the Sea - Michelle Latimer and Melissa (Missy) Reilly 
• 2nd and 3rd Grade in the Desert - Missy Stuart and Kelly Elder 
• 4th and 5th Grade in Outer Space - Beth Duvall and Harvey Elder 

Children’s Ministry 

… continued on next page 
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The Amazing Adventures! ~ November 
 

Preschoolers: Bubble Factory 
Theme Verse: “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.” Psalm 
111:1 
Key Question: Who can you thank for everything? 
Bottom Line: I can thank God for everything! 
 

This month is all about saying thank you. In fact, we are going to be 
bubbling over with thankfulness with our Bubble Factory Theme. 
Throughout the month, Preschoolers will learn to be thankful for their 
family, friends, and food. And, they’ll learn that saying, “Thank you” is just 
as important as being thankful.  

 

Elementary: Hall of Fame 
Theme Verse: “Love one another deeply. Honor others more than 
yourselves.” Romans 12:10 
God View: The connection between the honor and God’s character, as 
shown through God’s big story. 
 

Everyone is a VIP. This month is about honor, letting someone know you 
see how valuable they really are. All people have value because they 
were created in God’s image. God values each of us so much that He 
sent Jesus to make it possible for us to have a forever relationship with 
Him.  

 

The Amazing Adventures! ~ December 
 
 

Preschoolers: Starry, Starry Night 
Theme Verse: “God has given a son to us.” Isaiah 9:6 
Key Question: How do we know God loves us?  
Bottom Line: God gave us Jesus. 
 

This month, we celebrate the beautiful gift of Jesus. May we all pause 
under our own starry, starry night this year and remember the wonder of 
what we are celebrating. God gave us Jesus. 
 
 

Elementary: Unboxed: Find the Joy 
Theme Verse: “Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will 
say it again. Be joyful!” Philippians 4:4 
God View: The connection between the joy and God’s character, as 
shown through God’s big story. 
 

We “unbox” the best gift of all when we remember how God sent Jesus to 
be our Savior. God is the source of our joy. 

 
 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDS for THE AMAZING ADVENTURES! 

 

Between 9:15-10:15 
 Lead/Teach/Assist - Hoppy Time Worship 
 Provide Childcare in the Nursery 
 

Between 10:30-11:30 
 Provide Childcare in the Nursery 
 Assist our Teachers - provide classroom support for the Teacher 
 Hall Floater/Roamer/Monitor - provide emergency back-up support for the classes 

 

Contact Austin White (austin.white@aldersgateyork.com or 717-854-4276) 

Children’s Ministry 
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RETURN PACKED SHOEBOXES BY 

NOVEMBER 16th and 17th  

Help us fill the Bake Table at the 
Christmas Craft and Gift Show 

on Saturday, November 9
th

!   
 

Can you make...Fudge? Cookies? 
Breads? Trail Mix? Pies? Chocolate 

Covered Pretzels? 
 

We would very much appreciate whatever 
you wish to donate! 

 

ALL PROCEEDS from the sale go 
to LOCAL MISSIONS through the 

WOMEN IN MISSION GROUP. 
 
 

Drop off donations 
anytime until 8PM 

Friday, the 8th 
or 

early Saturday 
morning. 

 

Thank you for 
your support!  

 

 
 

December Special Events  
November 25th and 26th - DECORATE CHURCH (9AM) 

 

December 13th - Table Talk - Holiday program  
 

Sermons series starts - Promise of Christmas  
 

December 14th - Saturday Evening Service Cantata/Social 
 

December 15th - Regular Services times         
(Cantata at Traditional Service only) 

 

December 19th -  Longest Night Service 
 

December 22nd -  Regular Services times 
 

December 24th (All 3 services will be candlelight services.) 
 Family Service (5PM) 

 Contemporary Service (7PM)  
 Traditional Service (9:30PM) 

 

December 29th - Combined Service/No Sunday School 
 

December 30th and 31st - UN-DECORATE CHURCH (9AM) 
 

(See the December Calendar for more details.) 
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The W.E.L.L. 
(West End Local Link) 

Submitted by Ray Gilbert 
raynorgil@aol.com or 717-347-7406 

 

The W.E.L.L. has run DRY! 
Will you help RESTOCK it?  

 

            November - Lunch Items 
Canned Soup, Tuna, Macaroni & Cheese, etc. 
(non-refrigerated items) 
 

December - Personal Items 
Shampoo, Deodorant, Moisturizer, Razors, 
Shaving Cream, etc. 
 

Items may be donated by dropping them off in the 
collection bin located in the West Lobby. Contact 
Ray Gilbert if you are interested in helping deliver 
the donated items from Aldersgate to The 
W.E.L.L.  

Casserole Ministry - Would you like to help once a month? 
 

Our Daily Bread and Life Path Ministries are both the recipients of the Casserole 
Ministry. Each month, volunteers make casseroles at home using one of four rotating 
recipes provided: Zippy Beef, Hash Brown Casserole, Meat/Potato Pie and Chicken 
Pot Pie. Each cook provides the ingredients and Our Daily Bread provides the 
aluminum pans for them. We store them in the church freezer and then on the last 
Monday of each month they are delivered to Our Daily Bread and Life Path Ministries. 
 
The Missions Team also supplies two desserts each month that are put together with fruit supplied by Our 
Daily Bread but purchased by our Mission Team. This is done on the first Monday and third Wednesday of 
each month. 
 

Casseroles should be taken to the church freezer by the last Sunday of each month.  
November 24th and December 29th. 

Please remember the Church Office may be closed on Fridays.   
 

Angela Jones is the point of contact for this ministry (aej.york@comcast.net or 717-755-3617) 

THANK YOU! 

 

BELL SHELTER HELPING CHRISTMAS      
 

YOU have the opportunity to make Christmas a little brighter for 
FAMILIES in the Bell Shelter Bridge Program!  Aldersgate will 
have trees up by November 30

th
 with paper “Bells” bearing the 

name of a child or adult who is currently in the Bridge Program, 
with their “wish” for Christmas.  With YOUR help we will provide 
gifts for 12 families who are preparing to move from the shelter into 
their own place.  Please choose a Bell from the trees in Fellowship 
Hall and the Narthex, purchase the gift, wrap it and secure the 
“Bell” to the package. Then, bring it in and place it under the tree 

before Sunday, December 15
th
.  Donations of money to purchase groceries and gifts not selected 

may be made by using the manila Helping Christmas envelopes. 
 

Questions may be directed to Judy or Jerry Dietz. 

 
Hello from the WELL Food Pantry! 

 
We thank all of you for your continued support 
of our faith based operation. We have been 
having quite an increase in the number of folks 
requiring food assistance each month and we 
find ourselves in need of volunteers during the 
hours we serve the public. 

 
We can use folks to regularly pick up donated items 
from the community, preparing grocery bags, unpacking 
supplies and assisting with deliveries. Lifting is 
required. If you are able to do at least a day per month, 
please call the WELL at 717-852-7345 or email 
wellpantry@live.com. Our director, Patricia Gohn, will 
be happy to speak with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
LuAnn Smith 
WELL, Board President 

mailto:wellpantry@live.com
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Submitted by: Miranda Moland 
Youth, Young Adult and 

Special Blessings Coordinator 
Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com or 

717-854-4276 

 
Since July, the J-Walkers have 
continued to grow in their 
relationships with one another and 
with Jesus as they have embarked 
on a journey of studying Jesus’ life 

and ministry on earth. The J-Walkers gather together in fellowship every Sunday night from 6-8PM at 
Aldersgate in what they call “Crosswalk”. Anywhere from 25 to 35 students from multiple schools in the area 
have been coming consistently to enjoy time with one another and to study the word of God. They began 
this adventure by studying Jesus birth, human likeness, baptism and temptation in the wilderness and will 
continue learning more 
about what Jesus did for 
each one of them out of 
love as we study his 
ministry, crucifixion and 
resurrection.  
 
This fall the J-Walkers 
have enjoyed one 
another's company 
outside of Crosswalk as 
well by going to do many 
exciting activities such as 
Escape Rooms, 
Trampoline Parks and 
Corn Mazes. They have 
demonstrated their 
commitment to show the 
love and support they 
have for one another by 
attending on another’s 
extracurricular school 
activities such as sports, 
band performances, plays 
and more.  
 
Our Lord and Savior is in the process of creating something very special amongst the J-Walkers that is 
immeasurably more than what we could ask or imagine. We welcome any youth between the ages of 11 and 
18, in grades 6 through 12 to walk alongside of us! We are also always open for more volunteers whoul 
have a burden to mentor the youth, simply let me know of your desire and we will get you started on your 
clearances.  

 
Follow us on Instagram at: aldersgate_jwalkers 

 
For event notifications for youth and/or parents’ text @j-walkers to the number 81010 
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JACKSON SCHOOL - Our City Mission 
Submitted by: Robin Hoffman 

(Robinh9257@yahoo.com or 717-873-2263) 

 
 “In the same way, let your light shine before others,  

so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in Heaven.”  Mathew 5:16  

 

Several car loads of school supplies from an 
anonymous donor were delivered to Jackson School 
around the beginning of September.  As well as several 
boxes of used crayons from our own children’s Sunday 
School and Preschool.  These items are in such 
demand within the school and were extremely 
appreciated.  
 

Our “Volunteer Tutoring Program” began October 12th with two volunteers helping with testing 
and assisting a Kindergarten Teacher.  Many praises and THANKS go to these women who are 
so extremely dedicated to helping these children.  Not only does learning go on, but relationships 
develop between the tutors and students. As one volunteer shared:  “I wear a cross necklace, and 
as I was helping this one particular day, the student asked me why I wear the necklace.  By 
sharing my faith, I am not only at the school helping them learn educationally, I am reaching them 
in a loving, caring, and spiritual way.  Isn’t this what Jesus wants us to do?  By our actions and 
our words, we can help someone to know Jesus!” 
 

Some of the plans for fall and beyond include: 
1) A male mentoring program run by the school administration after school hours. There are 

possibilities to volunteer and serve to help meet this very vital need. 
2) AUMC Missions will assemble and deliver 71 fruit baskets to the school staff on 

Thursday, December 5th at 9AM in Fellowship Hall. Anyone is invited to help with 
this FUN outreach. Please let Robin  Hoffman know if you are interested in 
donating any type of bread/cookies so they can plan on how many they each need 
to make.  Donations need to be in the church kitchen, marked “Jackson School” by 
Wednesday, December 4th. 

3) As always, there is a great need for winter coats. Fifteen coats were 
donated by someone from church and delivered. As you happen to be out 
and about, please consider donating a coat for a child. Used coats are fine 
as long as they are in good condition! Sizes would be from child size 5 
through medium adult, boys and girls. 

4) Hats, scarves and gloves are always appreciated, as are uniforms, socks 
and underwear from child’s size 4 through adult M.  Uniforms - child’s sizes 4 through 14. 
Arrangements can be made to pickup and deliver donations, please contact Robin. 

5) Please remember to pray for the students and staff at Jackson School daily. Prayer is the 
greatest gift one could give. 

6) Volunteers are always needed as we would love to begin the “Breakfast Club” again which is a 
Program where volunteers meet with a group of about six children from about 7:50AM to 
8:10AM and just read. Students read from a chosen book and then discuss what they read.  It 
is so much fun and so rewarding to see them grow in knowledge and trust.  

 

As we know Jesus here at Aldersgate Church through the Sermons, Sunday Schools, Bible 
Studies and other opportunities we have here; we should desire to show how we Live with Jesus 
in our hearts, His Holy Spirit guiding us and urging us to Share Jesus with others.  This really is 
an amazing opportunity to be a disciple in our own community.  Won’t you pray about being a part 
of this ongoing mission? 
 

God is so good, ALL the time! And how very blessed we are to be able to serve Him in this 
amazing way! It truly has been an amazing adventure! May God Bless you! 
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Bible Study with Pastor Paul Stambach  
 

Thursdays at 10:30AM  
 

Room 127  

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
is COMING!!! 

Beginning at 6PM on Wednesday, 
November 20th, Aldersgate will be hosting 
a great event for everyone in the 
congregation. 

We have committed to packaging 33,000 
meals with at least 50 people to help those 
in need.   

Many may remember we did a similar 
program a few years ago and every person 
that participated enjoyed it 
thoroughly.  Please mark this date on your 
calendar and plan to join us for a great 
evening of fun and service.  If you have any 
questions, you can ask Dave Hoffman or 
any member of our Mission group.  

The LONGEST NIGHT GATHERING 
 

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness 

has not overcome it.” JOHN 1:5  

 

In the darkness of this year, 2019, there is one night 

longer and darker than all the others. It is the time 

of The Winter Solstice, when all the days leading up 

to December 21 or 22 have become shorter and shorter 

until at last that Longest Night arrives!  It is as if 

the earth pauses before allowing the sun to lay claim  

to the earth, to once again grow the light day by day 

‘til The Summer Solstice in June, the first day of 

Summer. 

 

This darkness is not only of the night, but perhaps 

the darkness of our souls as we muse the days past: 

deeds done and undone, loss of loved ones, sins of 

commission and omission, loss of hope, words 

thrown in anger and pain, when the embrace of 

forgiveness is thrown deep into winter’s ice, never to 

thaw and bloom into love and acceptance.  

 

What do we make of this longest night and soul of 

darkness? Some may say, “It is what it is. Move on.”  

What could possibly be found here on this night that 

could be useful or redeeming?  Perhaps this could be 

a rich darkness that holds more hope than meets the 

mind….a gift to ourselves of  a Time Apart away 

from holiday busyness, a time to look within and 

reflect in quiet candlelight, a time to let go, a time  

to be  renewed once again  by the sweet embrace of  

God’s Love and Assurance. Come to discover what the 

Longest Night holds for you! 

 

The Longest Night Gathering 
 

In the midst of darkness, 
a service of light for our challenging times. 

Come renew your spirit, 
receive healing, and go forth 

 with hope and peace in your heart. 
 

Thursday, December 19th 
7PM in the Sanctuary 
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A Convenient and Practical Way to Make 
A Financial Commitment to Aldersgate 

Submitted by: Ed Yohn, Chairperson for the Endowment Committee 
(evyohn@comcast.net  or 717-487-2107) 

 

There are various ways to make an important gift commitment to the Aldersgate Endowment Fund and still 
leave yourself the opportunity to reverse your decision should your needs change.  

Name the Aldersgate Endowment Fund 

As Beneficiary for a part of your Retirement Account 

One of the most convenient ways to support Aldersgate for a long term commitment to the church is to 
name one or more of the Endowment Funds as Beneficiary of a portion of your IRA.  In fact, independent 
financial planners often recommend it as a planning strategy because it is one of the most tax-efficient 
assets you can leave to charity. Here’s why... 

If you leave these assets to your children or other heirs, they may have to pay an income tax on the 
distributions from the IRA in addition to the Estate Taxes your Executor may already have paid.  But, if you 
leave the assets to a qualified charity such as the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, this double taxation is 
avoided.  Thus, 100% of the bequest is available to support your church.  This strategy makes sense for 
individuals who want to achieve both personal and charitable goals. 

In addition to being tax-efficient, it is quite simple to leave retirement assets to our Endowment Fund.  All 
you need to do is change the Beneficiary Designation.  Ask your IRA Trustee or Custodian for the 
appropriate form to make the change. 

In addition to retirement accounts, you can make a simple, revocable gift through other beneficiary 
designations as well.  A good example is a life insurance policy, bank, stock, or other financial account.  
These accounts have “payable on death” designations – meaning that you choose the person(s) to receive 
the funds upon your death.  Upon request, you also can add the Aldersgate Endowment Fund as a 
Beneficiary.  It’s easy to do, and you can change these revocable designations should your needs change. 

Contact Ed Yohn for more information on these and other kinds of bequests. 

 

Your gracious donations provide assistance 

to our local and national communities. 

 

Did you know that on a recent workday to Mission Central, volunteers picked up 19 Blessings kits to 
distribute to homeless families in York City?   These backpacks contained a blanket, reusable water 
bottle, poncho, and personal care items. Your donations at work in our local community. 
 
Recent natural events around our nation have exhausted reserves of some critical supplies at 
Mission Central.  The following items are immediate needs: 
 

 Infant sleepers – Newborn- nine months       Fingernail or Toenail Clippers 
 

 Hand Towels - 25 to 27 inches in length        Handi-wipe reusable towels 
 

 16-40 oz. Liquid Concentrate Household Cleaner     Band-Aids - 3/4” X 3“ length 
 
Please consider making a purchase of any of the above items and place in the Mission Central 
basket in the West Lobby Entrance.  Any questions can be directed to Becky May at 
maybe510@comcast.net. 
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Wow! What an exciting start to the school year!  So many wonderful 
things have been happening.  We are in our beautiful new classroom 
now and the children and their families love it!  We have so much 
space to move and explore - we are sure to have an AMAZING school 
year!  
 
I would like to send a special thanks to all of the volunteers that have 
been working tirelessly to help keep our project moving forward.  The 
time and effort you have put into this project is a testament to how 
much you value our children!  You are a blessing to us all!  I am also 
over the moon that all of our classes are at full enrollment this year. 

 
This year the children will be “Throwing Kindness Around Like Confetti!”  We will be weaving kindness and caring into everything 
we do this year.  One of our new adventures will be taking the 4-year-old class to Elmcroft Senior Living and visiting with and 
entertaining the residents.  I am excited to have our children interact with the seniors and reach out to our community.  The 
preschoolers will also be actively involved with filling shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  The preschool will be providing 
Bibles to the children in the 4-year-old class and encouraging parents to read it with their child at home.  
 
We are now entering a very busy and exciting time of year in the preschool-celebrating the holidays of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Thanksgiving is such a special time of year when we reflect on all the blessings God has given us.  During the month 
of November, the children will be learning about the first Thanksgiving.  We will end the month celebrating the holiday with a feast 
of our own.  Obviously, Christmas is a BIG deal in preschool.  The children will be celebrating with Santa, but more importantly, 
they will learn the story of Jesus’ birth and that Jesus is the true reason for the season! 
 
Just a friendly reminder that the preschool participates in the Giant A+ Rewards Program.  Please consider registering your Giant 
Bonus Card to help our preschool earn money to help fund our amazing program as well as scholarships for families in need.  
There is more information on how to do this in this edition of The Good Tidings. 

 

This fall Aldersgate began their new Young 

Adult Group called Crossover! As teens 

graduate from high school and college, they 

“crossover” to what is known as “adulthood” 

where the comfort of community tends to 

abandon them. No longer surrounded by 

masses of people of the same age, struggles 

and life phases; they are searching to belong in 

their new environments while taking on new responsibilities and large life changes. This 

grey area of time can be confusing, frustrating, and lonely but has the potential to be 

the greatest of times with the right support and community. The Crossover Aldersgate 

Young Adult group seeks to provide an environment that will bring these new adults a 

sense of belonging, purpose and direction by leaning hard on God and His plan for each 

one of them! Crossover meets every Sunday at 10:30AM in room 127 after the 

Contemporary Worship Service. For more information regarding this group please contact 

Miranda Moland.  

Submitted by: Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director 
lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com 

Submitted by: Miranda Moland 
Youth, Young Adult and Special Blessings Coordinator 

Miranda.moland@aldersgateyork.com 
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A HUGE Thank you to 

all the volunteers who have been helping to 

revitalize, refresh and renew many areas within our 

church. 

Andy and Nancy Miller, David 

and Angela Jones, Bob Davis, 

Dave and Robin Hoffman, 

Denny and Nancy Good, 

George Hummel, Jerry and Libbett Bowman, Jim 

and Sherry Smith, Mike Staley, Judy Sterner, 

Sharon Whitmore, Tracey Springman, Jerry 

MacDonald, Palmer Burke, Mike Latimer, Jeff and 

Darleen Lewis, Larry Raffensberger, John Bowman, 

Dan Calloway, Austin White, Miranda Moland, Jan 

Bowden, Kristin Titzell, Pastor Dale and Tami 

Parker, Dave Abel, Craig and Sheila McConville, 

Rob and Lynne Ciepiela, Deborah Watts, Chris 

Schaeberle, Lisa Murr, Diane Leib, Joanne Murr, 

Teri Stein, and those that prayed during this 

process, and many more! 
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Recent costume parade and pumpkin decoration event 

held at Aldersgate.  This was a fun event for the kids 

and adults as well. Sponsored by TABLE TALK.   

TABLE 
TALK 

COMING SOON...Living in Gratitude Campaign 
As your pastor, I want everyone to discover a lifestyle that changes everything. It will 
change you, your family, and your church. Along with receiving information in the mail, I will 
teach on the Biblical treasure principle on the weekend of November 10th and 17th. A 
Response Card will be provided to reflect your desire to demonstrate your gratitude and 
faithfulness. 
 

$100,000 Matching Fund for Fellowship Hall in 2020 
For every dollar contributed to the “Fellowship Hall One for One Fund”, another dollar is added. In simple 
words, this means when $100,000 has been contributed, the total fund will be worth $200,000. 100% return 
on each dollar invested into God’s Kingdom is truly a blessing! This will cover the cost of a new roof, new 
carpet, new chairs, new sound panels, and other such things. The faith giving is not intended to take the 
place of tithing or offerings, but rather as a sacrificial faith giving that is over and above the norm. Pray to 
God first asking Him He would have you give and then give and trust that God will provide. It works! Ask 
anyone who has experienced this in the past. This opportunity will come on the back side of Living in 
Gratitude Campaign Card that you will receive in the mail. God is on the move! Blessings!  Pastor Dale 

What’s in a Name? 
Branding Committee Update 

Submitted by: Todd Kurl, Chairperson for the Branding Committee 
 

As things have continued to evolve with the church over the past several weeks and months the Branding 
Committee has been hard at work. Tasked by the Branding Committee, the marketing firm GRIT has worked 
tirelessly to prepare a 343-page Assessment Report. The Report includes information and recommendations 
on all aspects of the church relating to our Brand – each and every item that helps to provide our message, 
experience, and spirit, and that which creates the foundation of all our efforts. Last month the Committee met 
and discussed the highlights of the report which covered items ranging from the website, printable 
documents, business cards, survey answers, and of course the name of the church. 
 

The marketing firm made many worthwhile suggestions that could be simple updates and changes to create 
some consistency in all materials and message.  Obviously, there is still much to discuss as a document of 
this size takes time to digest and requires thoughtful deliberation.  The Committee is respectfully taking into 
account everyone’s thoughts and concerns and will not make any recommendations lightly. As we continue 
to review and discuss the Report the Committee would appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we dutifully 
enter this time of discussion and assessment. 
 

At the time of this articles release the Committee will have met again to discuss, in greater detail, the Report 
and its suggestions. Keep a lookout for a more detailed update in the next issue of the Good Tidings.   
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The kitchen committee will provide turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, beverages, and 
place settings.  We ask that you bring a side dish to share on the buffet table.  Please bring the 
following item based on your last name:   
       Names A – H: vegetables other than mashed potatoes   
       Names I – P: desserts    
       Names Q – Z: salads 
 
You have three options for making your reservations by Sunday, November 10

th.
  

1. Sign up at the table in the lobby between November 2
nd

 and 10
th
.   

 
2. Phone*: (717)309-8758                                               
   Leave a message telling us the following: 
          Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 
          Phone number & Email address __________________________________ 
          Number of people age 13 and up __________ 
          Number of children age 12 and under ________  
          
3. Online*:  MyEvent.com/Aldersgate 
                 After each child’s name, please list the child’s age. 

 Follow the prompts. 

TABLE TALK “FRIENDS-GIVING” DINNER AND THANKSGIVING PROGRAM 

The Congregation is invited! 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH 
Arrival 5:30/ Turkey Dinner 6:00 

Aldersgate Fellowship Hall 
 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS BY  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH 

Suggested Donations for this Event -  
$5 ages 13 and up; $3 ages 12 and under. 

WOMEN IN MISSION ACTIVE IN THEIR FAITH! 
Submitted by Sherry Smith, Women In Mission Coordinator 

sherrysmith598@gmail.com 717-515-3465 
 

Women of all ages are invited to join the Women in Mission, 
Thursday, December 12, at 6:30 for a Christmas Tea! 

 
Please RSVP to Nancy Miller or Sherry Smith if you plan to 
attend.  Bring a wrapped teacup or mug for an exchange.  Tami 
Parker will lead us in a Christmas devotion.  As is our usual 
December custom we will also prepare holiday gift bags for our 
homebound members.  Dot Miller will be sharing a list of items 
needed to include in the bags along with your home-baked 
cookies!  We’re a friendly group, come join us! 



24 

Hello, my name is Ethan Moffitt.  I 
am in 11th grade at York 
Suburban,  a  member o f 
Aldersgate church and Boy Scout 
Troop 17. I started Scouting in 
2009 as a Tiger with Cub Pack 
180 and am currently working 
towards becoming an Eagle 
Scout, the highest rank in the 
Scouts BSA.  Scouting has taught 
me determination, discipline, 

perseverance, motivation, leadership, accountability, and 
achievement. 
 

Rebuilding the BBQ pit for Aldersgate as my Eagle service 
Project was perfect because it allowed me to give back to my 
church community, have a positive impact and be of service 
to others. The BBQ pit reconstruction gave me the 
opportunity to plan, budget, build and manage a 
project.  During the course of this Project, I was able to 
practice my leadership skills, learned each person has 
unique talents and abilities, and sometimes things don’t go 
as planned and you need to adapt.  Additionally, it was a fun 
and rewarding experience to work with the many volunteers 
from Scouts and Youth Group. 
 

Overall, this was a fulfilling and memorable experience 
through which I gained valuable insights and lessons that I 
will carry with me in my future career and life.  I am grateful 
to Aldersgate for the opportunity to complete my Eagle 
Project and for supporting the Scouting program and the 
value of service to others and duty to God.  

Attention Creation Care Team… 
Submitted by: Dave Norris 

dandjnorris@verizon.net 
 

Thank you for your ongoing interest in caring for 
God’s creation and in fighting climate change.  I hope 
you are paying attention to broadcast and print 
news:  Climate Change is (and this is no pun) a hot 
topic right now, from National Geographic to Time 
Magazine to NBC Nightly News, to the international 
student led strike Friday, September 20th. 
 
Thank you, too, for our gathering on September 
11th.  Those who gathered decided that those of us 
who are not participating in one of the scheduled 
Wonderful Wednesday studies will gather two more 
times during the Wonderful Wednesday’s series to 
continue our planning of Earth Day 2020 and other 
special opportunities.  The date we will be meeting is 
Wednesday, November 13th from 6:30 to 7:30 in 
Room 33. We will enjoy fellowship at the Wonderful 
Wednesday meal served between 5:15 and 6:15. 
  
At our meeting, many good ideas/possibilities 
emerged, including the possibilities of a tour of the 
York County Incinerator, the distribution of tree 
seedlings at our Earth Day Observance, wild flower 
bombs, adult/family presentations on bees, and 
paper recycling and shredding, among others.  We 
have an exciting ‘menu’ of possibilities for our part in 
Earth Day’s 50

th
 Anniversary that we must hone in 

one, so my hope is that you will join in our discussion 
if you are not participating in one of the studies being 
offered. 

 

Thanks once again 
for  actively caring 

for all of 
God’s creation. 

 

Shalom! 

Learn to knit (second Monday each month) from 6.30pm until 7.30pm.  
 

Come and join us and have some fun. 
 

Any questions contact: 
 

 Robin Hoffman robinh9257@yahoo.com or 717-873-2263   
 

Angela Jones Aej.york@comcast.net or 717-755-3617 

mailto:robinh9257@yahoo.com
mailto:Aej.york@comcast.net
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3-Minutes Prayers 
Submitted by Jan Bowden,  janbowden@yahoo.com  

 

Three minutes is not a long time, but it you were to bow your head to pray a focused prayer on one 

topic only for three minutes it will seem like an interminable amount of time. Try this: Use a 3-

minute egg timer and try to be still for three minutes. That means for three minutes you don't speak 

any words mentally or verbally. You just imagine yourself at God's throne on your face, presenting 

yourself to the Lord for three minutes. 

  

Americans spend a lot of time in front the TV. The average television break is three 

minutes. The standard half-hour of television contains 22 minutes of program and 8 

minutes of commercials - 6 minutes for national advertising and 2 minutes for local. 

Clock it. Each commercial segment is about 3 minutes long.  

  

Here are a few suggestions for utilizing those often wasted 3-minute periods:  

1. At the top of every hour during the day take a 3-minute break for prayer 

2. When watching TV turn on the "mute" and pray through the commercials 

3. At a traffic light, instead of complaining, pray 

4. When other employees take a smoke break, you take a 3-minute prayer break. 

5. Utilize your bathroom breaks for 3 minutes of prayer 

ATTENTION   2020 ALDERSGATE HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  and ALDERSGATE STUDENTS 

CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING 

  

The Barbara A. Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship, a part of the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, 
is awarded annually to Aldersgate members of our congregation who have been active 
participants in our youth program and/or the activities of our church.  Students who will be 
enrolling/are enrolled in any two year or four year college, university, or technical school who 
have been Aldersgate members for at least 2 years are eligible to apply for these annual 
awards. 
For an application, please contact Karon Sallade (sallade1@msn.com or 843-2781) or Miranda Moland. Deadline for 
completed applications is April 15, 2020. 
Persons interested in supporting our youth and expanding this Scholarship Fund can make contributions to the Gable 
Scholarship Fund in the form of gifts of money or assets in honor of or in memory of family, friends, or other special 
people in their lives.  Perhaps even more important for our fund's long term future, are commitments through life 
insurance, wills, trusts, and estates.  However, all gifts are important and welcome - large and small, unrestricted or 
designated, current or deferred. 

BUSY BOX MINISTRY 
Submitted by Sue Cathcart  dccsc1@gmail.com or 717-887-1352 

  

For those of you who have little ones in church for any of the worship services, we have a great option for them!  Our “Busy Boxes” 

are readily available to all children during each service. There are activities, puzzles, books, and coloring options for ages 2-6 just 

waiting to be enjoyed by your children.  The boxes are located at the rear of the Fellowship Hall for Contemporary Service and in the 

Narthex for Traditional Service. We know your children will love the goodies inside, but please be sure to return the bags of activities 

to the box at the conclusion of the service so we can refresh them and have them ready to go for the next time.  If you notice we are 

missing or running low on activities for a specific age, please let Sue Cathcart know so we can keep all of our boxes full of fun for 

everyone. 

 **We are always accepting donations of various items to put in these bags as well. 
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Where to begin… Aldersgate Missions Team 
Dave Hoffman, Missions Chair contact him at dhoffmandds@comcast.net 

 

There are so many great things happening with Mission outreach at Aldersgate. 

First, get the date on your calendar for our Rise Against Hunger event. 

This will occur on November 20, from 6:00 – 9:00 PM in Fellowship 

Hall. In case you missed this in previous years it is a fun family event for 

ages 5 and up. We will be filling bags with a dehydrated soy/rice mix that 

has a shelf life of two years and costs about 34 cents. This will require at 

least 50 volunteers but everyone is welcome as we plan to 33,361 packs 

which will feed 200,166 people. This is a great opportunity to be involved locally to help with hunger globally. 

Also in November our Helping Hands team is planning a different meal to distribute. It is going to be a 

turkey dinner. We are asking volunteers to cook a turkey, pick off the meat so it can be frozen and 

then reheated on the November 28th. David Smith is the coordinator of this meal and has a  goal is 

80 pounds of meat. Contact Dave at dpsmith005@gmail.com to let him 

know you can help or to get more details. 

We are in the beginning stage of developing a hub for the distribution of medical supplies in the 

York area. This would involve collecting walkers, wheelchairs, adult diapers from hospitals, 

nursing homes, etc. to distribute at no cost to those who need and cannot afford them. 

Our church was presented with the opportunity to serve disadvantaged 

youth in York County. This would involve volunteers who would commit to a Saturday morning 

from 7:00 to 10:00AM to serve breakfast to 10 to 12 youth in juvenile probation and spend some 

time in conversation.  We already have some people signed up for this outreach opportunity.  

A date to remember for the future is April 18, 2020 when we will be 

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. Our Creation Care Team is planning another 

wonderful day of fun and information for the whole family. This will be a great bridging event for the 

church and the community. Be sure to look for more information about planned activities and 

speakers as it unfolds. 

Finally, it is important to remember that not only are each of these (and all) activities open to every 

member of the church but your support and participation is needed if we are to fulfill our mission …To Know, Live and 

Share JESUS. Thanks, and look forward to seeing you there. 

Your Mission Team 

As we embark on the next leg of this transformational journey together, may we step into the Jordan as the 

Israelites did, united and trusting in God’s Sovereignty. May we find ourselves exceedingly willing to offer 

our hearts and hands to God, to use however He desires, that HE may be intimately known to all. 
  

Questions? Comments? 
  

Please Email them to Communications@aldersgateyork.com. 
  

“An honest answer is like a warm hug.” Provers 4:26 (The Message) 



27 

WHY GET A FLU SHOT?  A MATTER OF HEALTH FOR EVERYONE! 

It is that time again. To get or NOT to get a flu shot.  “I’ll never 

get a flu shot again because years ago I got one and got really 

sick!”  Many people use this as a reason not to get a flu shot.  If 

you get a flu shot, you CAN still get the flu – but your case might 

not be as severe.  Components of the flu vaccine vary from year 

to year based on projections of what the most virulent strain 

might be for the coming season. Might = means not an exact 

match, but given the information researchers have, a more than likely match.  Flu vaccine has been 

shown to reduce the risk of having to go to the doctor with flu by 40 percent to 60 percent. it is a 

MATTER of HEALTH for EVERYONE! 

Flu vaccine can 

REDUCE the RISK of flu-associated hospitalization for children, working age adults, 

and older adults 

PREVENT SERIOUS MEDICAL EVENTS associated with some chronic conditions 

REDUCE the SEVERITY of illness in people who get vaccinated but still get sick 

PROTECT PEOPLE around you (older people, people with certain chronic health 

conditions, young children, and babies) 

Physician offices, pharmacies, urgent care clinics, and community clinics offer flu vaccine.  Visit 

www.vaccinefinder.org and type in your zip code to locate flu-shot providers near you.   

Source: www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccine-benefits.htm   York County Area Agency on Agency 
 

 
 
MEDICARE ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT 

PERIOD 
 
During the Medicare Open Enrollment Period October 15

th
 – 

December 7
th
, 2019, Medicare beneficiaries (those already 

receiving Medicare) have the option to COMPARE and 

SWITCH their current Medicare Advantage Plan or Part D 

Prescription Drug Plan with NEW PLANS FOR 2020.   

APPRISE is the State Health Insurance Assistance Program in Pennsylvania that provides free, 

unbiased insurance counseling to people on Medicare. 

Do you need help comparing the available plans or enrolling in a different plan? 

Would you like someone to review your situation and determine if you are enrolled in the best 

plan for you? 

Are you continuing to have problems with your current plan? 

Would you like assistance from a trained APPRISE counselor who does not represent  

       a specific plan or receive income from your enrollment in a specific plan? 

 

To speak with an APPRISE counselor and schedule your free comparison call:  

York County Area Agency on Aging    717-771-9008  or 800-632-9073 

http://www.vaccinefinder.org
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccine-benefits.htm
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Submitted by: Jan Bowden 
janbowden@yahoo.com or 717-843-1108 

 

~ Synonyms for LEADERSHIP ~ 
Guidance. Direction. Management. Administration. 

 
A leader is one who inspires and motivates action.  
Having a can-do personality and strong leadership 

skills is the key to leading the charge! 
 
Implicit with regards to the word “leader” is the idea 
of moving with intentionality toward a clear and 
compelling objective and inspiring others to move 
with you. A leader has a mission to accomplish and 
rallies others to work with him/her to accomplish it. 
 
Great leaders live out what they are seeking to 
teach their followers. These leaders understand 
the ultimate leader is God and, without Him leading 
them, their leadership efforts are futile. Prayer is 
their pipeline for divine wisdom, power and courage. 
Most of the time, leadership is being part of a team; 
Working as a group, making the decisions to guide, 
direct and/or supporting others in following the 
mission and/or vision.   
 

Where no counsel is, the people fall; but in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety.                                            

Proverbs 11:14 
 

“The authority by which the Christian leader leads is 
not power but love, not force but example, not 

coercion but reasoned persuasion. Leaders have 
power, but power is safe only in the hands of those 

who humble themselves to serve.”  (John Stott) 
 

But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to 
be a leader among you must be your servant. 

Matthew 20:26 
 

Is God calling you to step out in faith and 
become a LEADER within our church family? 

 

Contact Jan Bowden for 
information on various opportunities. 

Through the GIANT A+ program you can help 

provide extra funds for the Preschool at 

Aldersgate without spending any EXTRA money. 

 Go to www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus. 

Register your card and/or confirm the preferred 

school you would like to designate as the 

recipient of your earnings. 

Aldersgate Preschool's ID# is 21774. 

*Remember, you can add more than one school 

to your card. 

That’s it! After it is registered, each shopping trip 

you make at GIANT using your Bonus Card 

earns cash for Aldersgate Preschool! Share this 

information with your friends and family and 

invite them to register too! 

November and December Reading Schedules 
in the Brochure Rack in the West Lobby. 

 

Need something for the 

kids to do on a snowy 

day? 
 

There’s so much for 

them to watch and 

learn! 

Randycampbell@me.com 
to get this AMAZING resource for FREE! 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/279542-leaders-lead-way-jenni-catron.html
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/279542-leaders-lead-way-jenni-catron.html
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/videos-for-pastors/176496-jesus-modeled-leadership-everyday-and-he-s-our-example.html
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/videos-for-pastors/176496-jesus-modeled-leadership-everyday-and-he-s-our-example.html
http://www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus

