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THE NEWSLETTER OF ALDERSGATE CHURCH

GOOD TIDINGS

Excitement is building! The “buzz” is that we are
going to have a GREAT Summer Fest! Can’t you
smell the hot dogs and the BRICKER’S French
Fries cooking? My tongue is almost watering for
them. And, did you hear about the Petting Zoo?
The children’s games are going to be so much fun!
And not to mention… Steven Courtney is coming!
He’s so much fun and his music is wonderful! Oh
boy, who can I bring with me? My friends from
school! My neighbor! Oh I am excited! We’ll have
a good time and can show Jesus’ love to all!

Dear Aldersgate Friends,
Thank you for all the prayers, support, cards, and concerns during
the last six months of Bruce’s illness. It was your support that
brought the family strength and comfort during this difficult time.

THE LEADERSHIP OF ALDERSGATE

May God bless you,
Loretta Slaybaugh and Family

Harvey Elder, Chair of Church Council
Beth Duvall, Vice Chair of Council
Linda Jacob, Chair Board of Trustees
Kent Springman, Vice Chair of Trustees
Larry Raffensberger, Secretary of Trustees
Bob Dugan, Treasurer of Trustees
Dave Yoder, Chair of Staff–Parish Relations
Toni Nalesnik, Co-Chair of Finance
Ryan Wilt, Co-Chair of Finance
Ed Yohn, Chair of Endowment
Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair
Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader
Kevin Hoffman, Co-Lay Leader

Phyllis and I would like to thank our church family for their
thoughts, prayers, cards, and kindness with meals as we recover
from surgery and radiation treatments. Your kindness has helped
us through this journey.
Phyllis and Darwin Peiffer
Dear Friends,
After a long winter dealing with some health issues, Herb and I
were so glad to join you in worship Easter Sunday. Your visits,
calls, prayers, cards and meals have helped us to continue our
journey through our blessed lives.
As always the grace, fellowship, care and concern of our church
family lifts us in the love of the Lord daily.

PASTORAL STAFF
Reverend Rick Smith, Lead Pastor

With Many Thanks,
Marlasee Douts

MINISTRY STAFF
Judy Sterner, Congregational Care
Kristin Titzell, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director
Annie Childs, Teaching Assistant
Chris Schaeberle, Teaching Assistant

Dear Aldersgate Family,
Thank you so much for all of the many years of cards, prayers,
caring, and support as Wayne battled metastatic for 11 years (far
surpassing the 4-5 years that was expected for him). We were able
to travel this difficult journey with positive spirits and grace due so
much in part because of all of you. You are all appreciated, prayed
for, and loved by us then, now, and always.

WORSHIP STAFF
Jim Young, Director of Music
Nick Curry, Interim Contemporary Worship Leader

Love,
The Mundis Family (especially Colleen and Andrea)

OPERATIONS STAFF
Sheila McConville, Office/Communications Manager
Sherry Smith, Membership/Finance Secretary
Bill Ilyes, Sexton

A HUGE THANK YOU to Jim Clark, the many members of the
Nurturers Sunday School Class, and others who have so
generously jumped in to provide transportation for “Team Kristan”
so that she can continue her therapies.

397 Tyler Run Road, York, PA 17403
Web-site: www.aldersgateyork.com
Facebook: AldersgateYork
Twitter: @aldersgateyork
Phone: 717-854-4276
Church Office Hours: 9AM to 4PM
Days of Operation: Monday - Thursday

Due to an accident, Kristan’s leg was amputated below the hip.
Later another accident caused her to develop a seizure disorder,
which has prevented her from driving.
Kristan is a York College Graduate in Sports Management, and
was extremely active before her injuries. She has a specialized
prosthesis, and her goal is to be able to run again. She is one upbeat and determined young woman, and she wants everyone at
Aldersgate to know how much she truly appreciates all those who
are assisting in her rehab! Kristan also desires to become part of
a faith community, so don’t be surprised if you see her here at
Aldersgate soon!

KNOW, LIVE and SHARE JESUS
To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Judy Sterner, Congregational Care

2

TRANSFORMATION!

ONLY 2
WEEKS
LEFT!

Submitted by Judy Sterner

Just before I made my annual trip to Spokane, WA in
early May, I admit I was a little puzzled when I was
asked what my favorite color was…I responded
yellow...and then blue...and then, “Why do you ask?”
It seemed something was “afoot.” Was it ever! I
returned to find a lovely blue office, a beautiful and
more functional desk, an attractively arranged
bookcase, plants, tastefully chosen decorations, and
my files FILED! My office, which was originally a
storage closet with no window; now offers me a view
of a soothing landscape.
I can’t express the depth of gratitude I have for all
who pulled together and worked so hard to create this
welcoming and comfortable space with a great sense
of interior design, organizational expertise and
coordination of volunteers. Thanks goes out to Jim
Smith, Bob Davis, Jerry Bowman, Andy Miller and
many other unnamed helpers.

Don’t DELAY…
Pick-Up your BABY BOTTLE TODAY!
HLS has “thrown” (sent) out the EMPTY bottles with the
hope they will be “BOOMERANGED” back to them FULL of
life saving funds to further assist pregnant moms in crisis and
to provide care and essentials for their babies.
How much money can YOU fit in a BABY BOTTLE?

Due Father’s Day, June 16th!

NOW...the question is...
“Should I bring “The Buck” back?”

The W.E.L.L.
(West End Local Link)
Submitted by Ray Gilbert

It’s JUNE and the
W.E.L.L. has run DRY!
Will you help RESTOCK
it by bringing in a
CLEANING SUPPLY?
~ 409 Cleaning Solution
~ Mr. Clean
~ Windex
~ Fantastik
~ Sponges ~ Mops ~ Brooms

Items may be donated through the collection bin in
the West Lobby. If you are interested in helping
deliver the donated items to The W.E.L.L. or
would like more information about this Ministry,
please contact Ray Gilbert. (raynorgil@aol.com)
The W.E.L.L. was created by the Susquehanna
Conference of the United Methodist Church to
provide items to persons or families in emergency
need. It is currently located at Union Lutheran
Church on West Market Street and supported by
many York Area churches and service groups.
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Submitted by: Harvey Elder, Chair of Church Council

Intentionally taking steps to help propel Aldersgate into a Growing AND Effective Church, numerous
Committees were formed about a year ago to seek out new ideas that would help us rethink how we do
“church”. On Tuesday, May 21st, several Committees presented their recommendations for the Church
Council to consider. At that time, approval was given unanimously for the Committees to press on,
building on their current work in order to see it through to completion. Listed below are updates providing
some of the details on each of the proposals.
Worship Design Team - David Jones presented the Worship Schedule shown below for approval based on
the WDT’s recommendations. This plan took into consideration many elements of the Worship Evaluation
Report, had input from staff members, had been prayed over, and was endorsed by Pastors Rick, Dale and
George. The times presented below will continue to be a work in progress as we grow and determine the
direction we need to take to create new disciples. Refer to the “It’s Time” article on the next page for more
details. Thank you for your patience and prayers for our congregation as we move through this transition
TOGETHER.
Below is the schedule for Worship Services and Sunday School Classes beginning July 6th and 7th.
Saturday Evening Worship - 6PM
Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School
8:15-8:55/9 ~ Informal Worship Service in the Chapel (40 to 45 minute service)
8:55-9:15 ~ Time of Fellowship
9:15 - 10:15 ~ Contemporary/Modern Worship Service
~ Adult Sunday School
~ Children’s Sunday School
10:15-10:45 ~ Time of Fellowship
10:45-11:45 ~ Traditional Worship Service in the Sanctuary
~ Adult Sunday School
~ Children’s Worship/Discovery Hour
5th Sunday of every month Blended Worship Experience
Children’s Area/Pre-school Construction Project - Larry Raffensberger and Linda Jacob reported on
behalf of the Trustees and a group of dedicated individuals who have worked with Core Design Group on a
Proposal for the renovation of the children’s area. The design will provide secure, child friendly areas to
implement the newly adopted Orange Curriculum with fidelity. This space includes large group and small
group meeting areas, as well as, needed renovations to the Preschool rooms. This space will be located in
the area below the Sanctuary where many of the children’s rooms and Preschool rooms are currently
located. After discussions were held, the Church Council voted and approved for the Building Committee to
continue on with this work. Currently, the Team is in the process of seeking Permits and needed
construction estimates to move into full implementation.
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Submitted by: Harvey Elder, Chair of Church Council

Intentional Faith Development - Denny Cathcart and Jan Bowden presented a final report to address what
the Intentional Faith Development will look like when implemented. In short, the plan is based on scripture to
help us Discover, Develop, and Deploy.
 Discover - Discover Jesus and God’s calling/purpose.
 Develop - Growth in faith, knowledge, and confidence; to build disciples.
 Deploy - Turn disciples into shepherds who lead/mentor others in small groups or one-on-one

relationships.
Discover and Develop correlate to “Know and Live Jesus”.
Deploy correlates to “Share Jesus”.
A sample of course offerings were shared, providing a wide variety in order to meet each person where they
are, by fostering a closer relationship with Jesus whether the individual is a Seeker of the Truth, a new
Believer, or a mature Christian. Further details will be shared in the upcoming weeks.
Branding Team - Todd Kurl reported on behalf of the Branding Team. He briefly shared information
regarding the two firms that were interviewed, but focused on the one the Team endorsed to guide us
through the process of reaching others. The Team recommended GRIT Marketing Group for the following
reasons.
 They have worked with churches in the past and have a UMC Minister on staff.
 They came in below budget.
 Their roll-out plan was to develop a relationship with the church first in order to gain an
understanding our church culture which will enable them to better determine and focus on our
specific needs.
Church Council approved contracting the GRIT Marketing Group and who tasked them with the following:
 Discover what nearby churches are doing that is a draw to the community.
 Review our name and current logos/signs, etc. and give input and/or suggestions.
 Design logo options that can be used in multiple formats: stationary, signage, apparel, etc.
 Work on creating key branding and taglines to help us become better known in the community.

As we embark on the next leg of this transformational journey together, may we step into the Jordan as the
Israelites did, united and trusting in God’s Sovereignty. May we find ourselves exceedingly willing to offer
our hearts and hands to God, to use however He desires, that HE may be intimately known to all.

Questions? Comments?
Please Email them to Communications@aldersgateyork.com.
“An honest answer is like a warm hug.” Provers 4:26 (The Message)
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It’s Time!
(With apologies to the writer of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)
Submitted by: David Jones

It’s Time to meet and welcome Pastor Dale and his wife, Tami, on July 6th and 7th.
It’s Time to be reminded of the WET Team Report recommending that we build Fellowship Time into
Sundays and adjust the beginning of the Contemporary Service to a later time, preferably 9:15AM.
It’s Time to be challenged to accept changes to our Sunday schedule and work together to allow for these
transitions to take place, realizing that not all will be perfect on Day 1.
It’s Time to consider how each of us can assist in making the NEW and IMPROVED Aldersgate the best it
can be.
 Will you offer to serve as a teacher or a helper during either of the Sunday School timeframes?
 Will you commit to serve in the Gathering Place during Fellowship Times?
 Will you lend a hand and willingly learn how to work with the Tech Teams to ensure Services run
efficiently?
 How will you serve God this year through the ministries at Aldersgate?
It’s Time for prayer and meditation, asking God what ministry He has prepared and equipped you for. This
is not the time to remain in your comfort zone and just sit in the audience. More hands are needed on deck
as we work together by sharing our time, gifts and talents so that others may grow in their faith and we can
cheer them on to Victory in Jesus.
It’s Time to not only acknowledge our 1990’s infrastructure and facilities are in desperate need of being
updated; but it is most important to commit, as did congregations before us, to take action.
It’s Time to decide how we are going to extend the celebration of the 4th of July into the weekend of the 6th
and 7th so as to commemorate the arrival of our new Pastor and his wife, Tami; as they begin their Ministry
at Aldersgate. Are you READY?

LET’S GO MAKE DISCIPLES FOR JESUS.

Pastor Dale “longs to know the people at Aldersgate, their gifts and their love for the church.”
We are scheduling small, one and a half hour, informal home gatherings with no more than ten guests per
home. If you would like to be a Host, please contact Randy or Mandy Campbell to reserve a day and time that
works best with your schedule. (randycampbell@me.com or 717-854-5714)
th

th

 Wednesdays, July 10 thru August 7 between the hours of 2PM and 8PM
th
th
 Thursdays July 18 thru August 8 between the hours of 5PM and 8PM

Gatherings can be open for members to sign-up for a group to which they belong, or for a group of your
invited friends. Pastor Dale is requesting each gathering follow a “Life Group” format. Details on what that
looks like will be provided later.
If you are not able to be a Host, please watch the Announcement Folder for opportunities to sign-up for a
gathering.
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It’s Time!
Further details pertaining to the new schedule for
Worship and Sunday School, beginning on July 6th and 7th.
Saturday Night Worship will still begin at 6PM. However, the congregation can expect to be challenged
by Pastor Dale to create a Vision for the future and a path to realize that Vision. He will not be participating
in each Saturday Night Service.
Sunday will begin with an “Informal Worship Service” in the Chapel at 8:15AM. Worship will be piano
led and will be a maximum of 40 to 45 minutes.
From 8:55 to 9:15AM will be a “Time of Fellowship”. This will provide an opportunity for the Early Birds
to mingle with those arriving for either Contemporary Worship or for the first Sunday School hour.
At 9:15AM, the opportunities are:
A. Contemporary/Modern Worship Service will be led by the Praise Team in the Fellowship
Hall
B. Adult Sunday School
C. Children’s Sunday School - During the Summer, construction will be underway for the new
children’s area which is due to be completed in the Fall. Therefore, the locations for the
Children’s Sunday School rooms will be relocated to other areas. Details will be provided by
July.
From 10:15 to 10:45AM will be a “Time of Fellowship” as the adults come from worship or class and
mingle with those arriving for the second Sunday School hour or the “Traditional Worship Service”.
At 10:45AM, the opportunities include:
A. Traditional Worship Service will be led by the Choir in the Sanctuary
B. Adult Sunday School
C. Children’s Worship/Discovery Hour - During the Summer, construction will be underway for
the new children’s area which is due to be completed in the Fall. Therefore, the locations for the
Children’s Sunday School rooms will be relocated to other areas. Details will be provided by
July.
Fifth Sunday of every month Blended Worship Experience
The challenges we must overcome together include, our ability to enlist a sufficient number of
volunteers to cover 2 1/2 hours in the Children’s Sunday School/Worship. Rest assured there is no
intention to have our volunteers serve the full 2 1/2 hours. Please let Kristin Titzell know as soon as
possible if you are willing to be on the Children’s Ministry Team.
Current Adult Sunday School Classes will decide which hour is best for them. It is understood some
classes will need to become two separate classes due to the changes in worship service times.
However, Pastor Dale challenges those classes to consider “Seeding” new classes and also to
consider becoming a “Life Group”, meeting at another time and location to continue to nurture
relationships with one another.

It’s Time to “Get on Board” and get ready to help make this work as a family.
Please remember to wear your Name Badge.
This will help Pastor Dale and Tami assimilate quickly into our Church Family.
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Membership Musings

On
Mother’s
Day,
Rose
Williams’
daughters, Olivia Faith and Hailey Joy,
were baptized with Pastor Rick officiating.

Submitted by Sherry Smith

June will introduce 14 new members to
Aldersgate Church through the Youth
Confirmation Class, as well as a few new
adult members! You better not vacation too
long this summer, or you might miss
something important!

June is sometimes the month of good-byes
and new beginnings.
The Preschool’s
Spring Program was delightful as the
children performed many songs with lots of
actions! Several children have been here for
three years and now it’s good-bye as they
enjoy the summer before heading off to
Kindergarten. Several of our Youth are
graduating from High School and heading
off to college later this summer.

Long-time member Paul McKenzie passed to
eternal life, his a Memorial Service will be
held here at Aldersgate the afternoon of
June 9th with his daughter-in-law, Dr. Alyce
McKenzie, officiating. Sally Butterworth, who
attended the 8:30 service during the half year
in PA, also passed to eternal life
unexpectedly on Easter weekend.
A
Memorial Service for Sally was held here at
AUMC May 24th, officiated by her daughter,
Heidi Hankel, a Presbyterian Minister.

Speaking of our Youth, if you were not present
for Youth Sunday, you really missed out! Our
J-Walkers did an awesome job leading us in
worship through song and then sharing their
faith with us!
Pastor Rick will be
saying good-bye as
he leaves Aldersgate
to begin his next
ministry assignment in Gettysburg. A
Celebration of his Ministry will be held on June
2nd in honor of the time he served at
Aldersgate. What a joy it has been to have
Pastor Rick with us for these past three
years. Those of us who had the privilege of
working with him and getting to know him
better, so appreciate the gifts he brought to
Aldersgate: his calm presence; his example of
placing his total trust in God’s plan for him and
for us; his amazing sermon presentations; his
vast knowledge of scripture and sharing it in
Sermons and Bible studies, his knowledge of
church trends; his ability to listen and pull out
the gist of things; his faithfulness in visiting the
sick; the grace he so freely extended to
everyone, even if it was undeserved; his
computer knowledge and patience in helping
this writer with Excel! Thank you, Pastor
Rick, for being such a blessing to us!

Seniors
with
commemorative
June
birthdays include Jane Bubb on June 1st; Dick
Hershey on June 3rd;
Georgia Peacock on
June 8th; Bob Kuhn on
June 11th; Anita Gibbs
on June 20th; and Viv
Walton on June 25th. Happy Birthday to all!
A full birthday listing is posted on the bulletin
board across from the mailboxes.
I’m asking for your help once again…
especially during this time of transition.
Please let Judy Sterner or I know of
someone who is ill, hospitalized or in need
of care. Sometimes we get calls from York
Hospital, but often it is days after someone is
admitted. Likewise, if you notice someone
missing from worship or your small group,
please check on them or call us so that we
can check on them. It is so important that
we stay connected to ALL of our
Aldersgate family members and your help is
much appreciated!

On the coattails of saying goodbye to Pastor
Rick, Aldersgate will welcome our new
Pastor, Dale Parker and his wife, Tami.

God bless and renew you during the summer
months and special times spent with family.
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SENIOR SAINTS
(AKA: OLDER ADULTS)
Submitted by: Karen Julian
kmjulian1@comcast.net

"Tis June, the month of roses"...and Garage Sales!
As Maurice Sendak put it, "There must be more to life
than having everything." Most of us know we should
start downsizing ~ maybe we anticipate moving to a
smaller place or just want to create a more relaxed
atmosphere. Here are some steps to help you start the
sorting process.


Figure out why you accumulate. There are good
reasons to save, but if you're still taking in more than
you send out, you need a new strategy.



Start decluttering.
Begin with just a small
area. Once you have gained momentum, you can
tackle the rest. Set attainable goals like one closet/
room per day/week/weekend.



Go through your belongings and set aside what
stays and what goes.
Then go through it
again. Ask yourself if items have sentimental or
monetary value. Do they belong to other people?
Can it be returned? Identify the things that have
outlived their usefulness or are just plain junk.



Dispose of unwanted items. Who would enjoy your
memories? Why not pass them on now. Load up
your car and deliver things to charitable
organizations. Check with consignment shops or thrift
stores. Hold a yard or garage sale.
Now, take a breath and enjoy your
new and simplified environment!
June 17th - June 21st
Participants: Age 50+
Volunteers: Age 14+

JUNE ACTIVITIES
CARD PLAYERS - On Thursday, June
13th, beginning at 1PM; join others
in the Gathering Place for a friendly
game of cards. New players are
always welcome. We will NOT be
meeting in July or August.
Questions? Contact Ray Gilbert
(raynorgil@aol.com), Ruth Minnich,
or the Church Office (717-854-4276).
BOOK READERS - On Tuesday, June
18th, beginning at 1PM; join others
in the Parlor to discuss the
book Ordinary Grace by William
Kent Krueger. For more information
contact Karen Julian or just show
up.
PRAYER GROUPS (NEW) - Join us in
the Parlor on Tuesday, June 11th
and 25th, beginning at 10AM and
Thursday, June 13th and 27th,
beginning at 1PM. No sign-up is
required and intermittent attendance
is fine. Contact Karen Julian or Jan
Bowden for more information.

GOOD LUCK TO
THOSE WHO ARE
PARTICIPATING IN
THE SENIOR
GAMES!

Registration Due: June 7th
Cost: $15 (Additional fees for
some events.)
For Information or Registration Form

https://yorkcountypa.gov or 717-771-9001
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PARENTS, there will be NO DISCOVERY HOUR
for the MONTH OF JUNE.

Children’s Ministry
Submitted by: Kristin Titzell, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Kristin.Titzell@aldersgateyork.com
717-854-4276

Vacation Bible School
July 15th - 19th
8:30-11:30am

Sunday School in June and July
The theme for June and July is
POWER UP: Raise Your Game!

ROAR! Life is Wild! God is Good!
An African Adventure VBS!

Preschoolers will learn
they have a real power
source that allows them
to do everything that
God wants them to do.
His name is Jesus and
He is AMAZING!

What a great opportunity to invite children, friends,
and neighbors who are not currently part of a
church family to participate. It is always a really
fun week for both children and workers alike!
VBS Adventurers will begin and end each day as
a large group in the Fellowship Hall. They will
rotate through the following stations:
 Wild Bible Adventures
 KidVid Cinema
 Imagination Station
 Stampede Sports
 Hungry Herd Café

Elementary students will learn the Fruit of the
Spirit is what God is doing in them to change the
world around them.
They will also be
looking
at
the
connection between
the Fruit of the Spirit
and God's character,
as seen through God's
Big Story.

A separate Preschool Program will be available
for the youngest participants.
Children who are between 3-years old and 5th
Grade are invited to participant in VBS.
Registration opened June 1st on the AUMC
website at: Aldersgateyork.com/VBS2019.

The Children and Students of Aldersgate Church
will continue to have a great time together every
Sunday morning during the Summer as Child Care
and Sunday School will be available.

Older students have the opportunity to man
stations, help with snacks and other exciting
things during VBS, with plenty of other
opportunities to serve, Volunteers are encouraged
to contact Kristin Titzell to serve during the week
of VBS, or even before that week with preparation.

Consider joining in on the fun for a few Sundays
during the Summer as a Classroom Assistant. It is
a great way to get to know the children of
Aldersgate and see the new ORANGE Curriculum
at work in their lives.

Donation Items Needed

Promotion Sunday

To help make VBS a successful African Adventure
for our children, donations will be needed by
Sunday, July 7th. Please stop by the West
Lobby and check out the Needed Items List.
Your generosity is always appreciated and
encouraged.

Students will remain in the same Sunday School
grade level throughout the Summer until
September 8th, when they will move to the next
grade level.
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We will be honoring Pastor Rick’s Ministry at
Aldersgate on Sunday, June 2nd, beginning at
noon in the Fellowship Hall. Reservations were
required as Lunch will be provided for all who
wish to attend.
Following lunch, there will be a time of celebration
and sharing. For those who wish to share their
thoughts and thanksgivings in writing, through a
card or personal note, please bring it with you that
day.

Summer Bible
Study
Wednesdays
6:30PM to 7:30PM

Do you have a deep desire to unpack the meaning
of Scriptures you are reading? Plan on joining us to
learn a simple technique known as Verse Mapping.
This technique will include:
 Hebrew/Greek word studies
 Finding connections in Scripture
 Comparing Bible translations
 Making the most of your time with the Holy
Spirit

Submitted by: Sherry Smith
sherrysmith598@gmail.com

Women in Mission will gather for a Picnic Social in
the Gathering Place on Thursday evening, June
13th, at 6PM. If you would like to find out more
about this group, please consider joining us for this
informal, fun time and get to know our members.
Please email Sherry Smith if you will be joining us.

Simply put, Verse Mapping is about digging deeper
while studying Scripture. It’s more than just
reading a verse or a passage. It’s about using
various mediums to discover everything you can
about what you’ve read in order to learn more about
who God is and how He speaks into your life
through His Word.

During our April meeting, Women In Mission
approved the following disbursements.
 $750 to Aldersgate Preschool
 $500 to York City Day Camp
 $500 to Pappus House
 $150 to purchase supplies for the Hygiene Kits
that are distributed during the Helping Hands
Food Runs
 The purchase of two cases of Recovery Bibles
for use by recovering opioid addicts.

Join us as we embark on a Verse Mapping journey
through the book of Acts. Experience this familiar
scripture in a fresh way and gain an even richer
experience as we journey together.
This 7-week video study will be held on
Wednesdays, beginning June 26th from 6:30PM
to 7:30PM. In order to make the most of that hour, it
is strongly encouraged that each person utilize the
individual prep-work that is available, though
optional.

The profits earned from sponsoring the Christmas
Craft and Gift Show each year enables us to make
these types of generous gifts in support of local
missions.

Contact Jan Bowden for more details or information.
janbowden@yahoo.com or 717-843-1108
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Missing from this picture is: Jane Reinke and Helena Trauger

Intentional faith discussions were had while working through the book Your Faith/Your Commitment/ God’s Call: Confirm.
Other requirements included understanding the meaning of and memorizing the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles Creed.

Abbey Gable

Isaac Gable

Mason Heistand

Ellie Moffitt

Ethan Moffitt

Shane Regener

Roan Reilly

Jane Reinke

Kylie Scuito

Piper Stuart

Helena Trauger

Pastor Rick Smith

Annabella Fimmano
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Jack Gable

Clare Hartinger

Mission Moments - Around the World and Locally...
Submitted by: Nancy Miller

Faith Beyond the Pews Servants Work Camp
June 9th to 14th ~ York County Area
This camp is designed to repair homes that have
significant need. Homeowners and communities
see the hands and feet of Christ at work while
home maintenance and repairs are lovingly
provided to our brothers and sisters in need. God
not only blesses the homeowners during these
types of work camps, but also the volunteers who
interact with the homeowner and work side by side
serving Christ. Volunteers are able to experience a
mission trip in their own communities and can
serve one or more days that week. A full week
commitment is not needed. Please go to
www.servants.org and complete a Registration
Form. Let Dave Hoffman know if you are interested
in joining us this week.
FYI ~ This is where Keith Cotton works now.

Growing in Ghana
Kwasi Sarfo, a member of Aldersgate, comes from a
village in the northern area of Ghana. After his home
church was destroyed a few years ago, the
Aldersgate Missions Ministry Team began sending
financial support to help rebuild it. We recently got
word it is now ready to put in a real pulpit and pews.
We also began sending funds to help get a Preschool
started. In honor of the support we sent them, they
named the Preschool ~ “Aldersgate Academy”.
Growing at a steady pace, they now have over 40
young children attending and are looking to find a
larger building.
On two of the mission trips to Ghana, a group of
Aldersgate members had the privilege to go see
exactly what was accomplished. It is such a humbling
experience to see God using His people to fulfill the
needs of neighbors on the other side of the world.

Bible Adventure at Jackson School

is just one of the programs
available to students in second through fifth grade. With their parents
permission, students are allowed to be taken out of school for an hour of
Bible Study each week.
The children are brought to the Christian Alliance School where they have a
lesson, sing and are given a Bible verse to learn. After the Opening
Program, they spend time with a “Volunteer Listener” learning how to look
up the verse, talk about what it means, how to apply it to their lives and then
they work on memorizing it. They are also offered to take some things home
to work on if they choose.

If you have any questions or
would like more information
about serving alongside our
Missions Ministry Team, we
encourage you to attend our
Missions Meetings on the 1st
Monday of each month.

By participating in these activities, students earn points toward camping
experiences they can go on during certain weekends throughout the year Or you may contact:
and over the summer. This past year, there was an average of 20-25
 Dave Hoffman
children each week and six of those children acknowledge Christ as their
 Bob Davis
personal Savior.
 Nancy Miller
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Red Bird Mission, Inc. and Red Bird Clinic, Inc. have been providing
ministries in the region of the Appalachian Mountains since 1921.
Today, the need remains critical in this isolated, rural distressed
area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged
mountainous terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life for the
residents of this area. Red Bird Mission and Clinic strives to meet
these needs through ministry in five areas: Education, Health and Wellness, Community Outreach, Economic
Opportunity, and Community Housing Improvement.
Support for this ministry comes from churches and individuals across the nation. Over the years the Mission
has enjoyed wide support from The United Methodist Church as well as from other denominations.

For more than 20 years, Aldersgate Church has been supporting this ministry. This year we are
sending 20 people to Red Bird Mission Work Camp in Kentucky ~ half of these will be J-Walkers
(Youth). They will leave York on June 22nd and return on the 30th. They will be helping with
repairs to homes of people in this area and/or helping with the upkeep of the Work Camp Campus.
Currently, 150 people will be there that week from all over the country, so there will be much to do
and lots of new friends to make.

2019 Mission Team


Harvey Elder
Tommy Elder
Dave Hoffman



Abigayle Kusmierski
















Alyssa Kusmierski
Bob Kusmierski
Stephanie Kusmierski
Becky May
Andy Miller
Nancy Miller








Lindsay Murr
Lisa Murr
Zach Murr
Janey Potter
Myra Robbins
Jean Rudisill
Sydney Rudisill
Tom Sanagorski
Piper Stuart
Jordan Williams

Support our Mission Team, commit to cover them with PRAYER while they are away.
(Mark you calendars as a reminder to pray for them each day.)

Prayer requests might include...
 Safe travels
 Safety on the job sites
 Good weather
 Hearts to be receptive and lives changed
 Teamwork
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2018 Mission Team




Thank you for your
work and being
God’s Hands!






Ackie Atkinson
Sara Atkinson
Dave Hoffman
Robin Hoffman
Andrew Latimer
Mike Latimer

15









Jake Mendoza
Andy Miller
Nancy Miller
Janey Potter
Piper Smith
Dave Smith
Sharon Smith

JACKSON SCHOOL
Year End Update - 2019
‘Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me
does not welcome, me but the one who sent me.”
(Mark 9:37)
As we end yet another busy year at Jackson School, we look back realizing the truth in the above
Bible verse. We have truly been welcomed by the students at Jackson School as we extend our
loving hands out to them in service. Not only are we being welcomed by them, but by God who has
sent us into our city to reach out and love these children. As God welcomes our presence there,
our love and support is certainly being felt by the staff, teachers and students. Praise be to God for
the work being done here in our city by our faithful volunteers!
This year we continued, beginning in October, with our tutoring program helping the students in
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades learn to identify letters and the sounds they make and then
eventually read. As they progress, some are helped in the math skills as well. Some of the
volunteers sit in hallways with individual students, some are participating directly in the classrooms
and some are helping in the library. As these ladies continue to work with the teachers and
students, relationships are being built and love established as we share the love of Christ with each
one we meet at the school.
We started a Male Mentoring Program, in which we need more involvement next year, with male
students in the 3rd grade. Men from our church met with the students once a week for several
months. We will definitely work harder on this program next year to get more men involved and
meet with the students on a more consistent basis to encourage a male relationship with students
who do not have fathers or male role models in their lives. Men, please prayerfully consider being
a mentor in this very important facet of our mission at Jackson School.
We did receive support with school supplies from Mission Central and we were extremely thankful
for their support!! We will continue our relationship with Mission Central for next year and pray we
will receive their support for school supplies again.
The Thanksgiving Dinner at Jackson School this year was cancelled due to bad weather, so we
look forward to helping and volunteering again this coming school year with this fun evening of
fellowship with the families in the community of Jackson School.
This fall, a large screen TV (75 inches) was purchased for Jackson School, by a group of women in
our church, to be used in their community room (aka their cafeteria/gym) for multi-media purposes
for students, staff and family support meetings. The installation took some time but it is finally up
and being utilized. Thank you to all who helped in getting this project moving along!
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The Missions Team from Aldersgate assembled 70 fruit and bakery
baskets this year again for all staff members at Jackson School. This is a
fun project, as we meet in the morning, assemble the baskets in the
fellowship hall and then deliver them to the school when completed.
Thank you to everyone who helped bake the breads and cookies,
assemble the baskets and deliver them, as the fruit baskets are always
appreciated by everyone at the school.
The Nifty Knitters created hats and scarves for the children at the school again this year as well as
made fleece scarves (since our fingers just are not quite fast enough) for this extremely cold winter.
Coats were also gathered by several church individuals and all were delivered to the school. The
need at Jackson is great for all kinds of outerwear, clothing and personal items throughout the year.
A request from the school was to purchase underwear and socks and they were delivered as well.
(This was paid from a donation.) Also as part of the Lenten donation box, Jackson School received
many packs of underwear donated, which were then delivered.
Not only are we supporting the needs of the students in all that we do, we also try to support the
teachers. As we all know, teaching is a difficult job. As one way of showing our support, in the
Spring we send in baked goods during the PSSA testing for the teachers to snack on. It may seem
like something small, but the teachers appreciate being remembered and supported for the job they
are doing for the future of these children.
As the school year comes to a close, we again, through the Missions Team and your generous
giving throughout the year, have purchased a book per student at Jackson School, to be given to
them at the end of the year. We do this small gift, realizing that some children do not have a book
that they can call their own, to take home and read. Our prayer is that they will see this is a gift
from us and will remember that someone in this city is praying and caring for them as they read this
book over the summer.
We are God’s hands, working together to create harmony in our city. It is a small step, but we are
making a difference. We will be starting our 5th year there this
fall. What an exciting adventure it has been and we can see the
work of love at that school. Please prayerfully consider helping at
Jackson School next year. There are so many ways we can be
working there that we haven’t even been able to start! If you
can’t go there and help, please pray for the staff, teachers,
students and volunteers that are in place at Jackson.
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”
1John 5:14
Please contact Robin Hoffman if you are interested in learning more or would like to become
involved at Jackson School. There is a place for you there to serve the children and our Lord, as
we become His hands and His feet.
Robin Hoffman (717-873-2263 or robinh9257@yahoo.com)
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Submitted by: Bob Witmyer
717-840-8871
Aldersgate has assisted York Helping
Hands for the Homeless by providing and
serving a hot meal once a quarter since
1995!
This Ministry began as a Service to God
Project by the Disciple Bible Study Group at
Aldersgate Church. They served their first
meal in conjunction with a community of
churches in the York Area and enjoyed it so
much they have continued, even to this day.
As you can see in the picture above, they
stand in line for a good meal. Just like us,
they have great needs, one of their greatest
needs is to know they are known by their
Creator and Savior. Would you allow God to
use you to tell them how much He loves
them? We encourage you to at least go with
us one time. You will be amazed at the
response of your heart.
The Food Runs take place on the fourth
Saturday in February, April, June, October,
November and December. Please refer to the
list below for the many different ways you can
participate in this ministry.
Contact Dave Smith (717-968-1899)

Our next Food Run is June 22nd.







Bake Cookies (75 dozen needed)
Prep the Food (Choose one or both shifts. (12-2:30PM or 2:30-4:30PM)
Serve the Food in the streets of York (4:30-7:30PM)
Talk, Listen and Pray with them as they wait in line for their meal (4-7PM)
Clean-up back in the kitchen after the Food Run (7PM until finished)
Donate money (Indicate “Food Run” in the Memo section.)
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On Saturday, April 27th,
we served 279 hot meals,
gave out 265 bagged lunches and
offered used clothing to those who
needed it.

had four guest Youth Leaders, in addition to a MiniGolf and Ice Cream Night at Heritage Hills (Where 9 J
Submitted by:
-Walkers had a hole in one!), and another Movie and
Lisa Murr,
Interim Youth Ldr Pasta Night.
In the next few weeks, we have an outdoor games
It has been another busy two months in the life of the night planned, along with a J-Walker’s picnic at a
J-Walkers here at AUMC! After such a successful local park where we can hang out for an afternoon
video sermon series during Lent,
together.
We will also be
the J-Walkers were again asked to
celebrating our high school and
produce another video to celebrate
college graduates in early June.
Aldersgate’s
50th
anniversary.
June 22-29, we have eight JSpecial thanks to Lindsay Murr for
Walkers heading to Kentucky for
producing the video and Ethan
the Red Bird mission trip, with
Moffitt for providing the reading.
this being the first mission trip
In April, the J-Walkers helped out
with two big events! First was the
Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg
Hunt, where we had nine youth
helping out serving, clearing tables,
doing crafts with the kids and face
painting. We also helped out at
the Go Green event in downtown
York for Earth Day. Seven JWalkers helped at Aldersgate’s
tent
making
bows
out
of
repurposed magazines. It became
very evident that some youth are
more crafty than others….you know who you are ;-)
Our most exciting event in May has been our Youth
Weekend! Hopefully you attended one of the three
services that the youth organized and participated in.
If you did, you experienced an incredible service filled
with great musical performances and a great sermon
on Forgiveness by three of our very own J-Walkers
(Allison Hoffman, Gavin Leib and Gabe Hiestand). As
the J-Walkers interim youth leader (AKA J-Walkers’
mom) I could not be more proud of every single JWalker who participated that weekend whether you
spoke, sang, greeted, ushered, did the sound board
or Easy Worship, performed the acolyte duties, or
helped with the “behind the scenes” efforts.

for quite a few of us!
When I decided to “help out” for
a few weeks as Interim Youth
Leader last December, I thought
I would plan some fun games
and provide a place for the
youth to hang out Sunday
evenings for two hours. I never
thought that I would be
welcomed as much as I have
into the family of J-Walkers and
become the “J-Walker’s mom”.
As I have said to the Youth, when the youth leader
position is filled in the near future, they are “stuck with
me” as I plan to be hanging out with them, providing
guidance when necessary, and continuing to be a
part of the J-Walker’s family. I have gained 20+
additional “kids” who I love and care for, and look
forward to continuing those relationships.
I truly hope you have had a chance, through all our
service over the past few months, to talk to a JWalker, learn who we are, and hopefully gain some
insight into the future generation of AUMC. In my
humble opinion, the future of AUMC is extremely
bright with the youth leaders that are among us!
https://www.instagram.com/aldersgate_jwalkers/

Thank you to the Youth Sunday
School Teachers (Matt Howie,
Haley Paiva and Steve Horning)
for helping to organize during
Sunday School Class and our
young
adult
helpers,
Drew
Brzuchalski on guitar and Meredith
Ernest on vocals.
Truly, an
AWESOME job by EVERYONE!!!
Believe it or not, we have actually
had time to have some fun these
past two months too! We have
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

JUNE 2019
WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

6
7p Praise Team Practice

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

28

21

14

7

Red Bird Mission Trip

29

22
Red Bird Mission Trip
8a Food Run Cooking
12p Lunch Bag Packing
4p Food Run Delivery
6p Worship

15
6p Worship

8
8a Summer Fest Prep
10:30a Summer Fest
6p Worship

1
1-4 p Prep for Ministry
Celebration
6p Worship

Red Bird Mission Trip

“Let’s Read The Bible Together” June Reading Plans can
be picked up from the brochure rack in the West Lobby.

4
5
11a LIU Therapist with
6a Men’s Bible Study
Preschool
7p Preschool Board Mtg

3
6pm Grief Share Covered
Dish

12
6a Men’s Bible Study

13
12p Al-Anon
1p Prayer Group
6:30p Women In Mission
Picnic
7p Praise Team Practice

27
Red Bird Mission Trip
1p Prayer Group
7p Praise Team Practice

20
12p Al-Anon
7p Praise Team Practice

26
Red Bird Mission Trip
6a Men’s Bible Study
6:30 p Leadership Dev. Class
6:30p Verse Mapping Study

19
6a Men’s Bible Study

2
Worship at
8, 8:30 & 10:45a
9:40a Sunday School
12pm Celebration of
Pastor Rick’s Ministry
5pm Confirmation
6p Youth Group

25
Red Bird Mission Trip
10a Prayer Group
6:30p Worship Design
Team Meeting

18
1p Senior Book Club
6:30p Church Council

11
10a Prayer Group
11a LIU Therapist with
Preschool
6:30p Staff Parish
Relation Comm

24
Red Bird Mission Trip

17
6:30p Finance Comm. Mtg.

9
10
Worship at
6:30p Learn to Knit
8, 8:30 & 10:45a
6:30p Trustees Meeting
9:40a Sunday School
4-8p J-Walkers Pool Party
@ Wisehaven

16
Worship at
8, 8:30 & 10:45a
9:40a Sunday School
5:15p J-Walkders @ The
Escape Games (147 West
Philadelphia Street)
23
Red Bird Mission Trip
Worship at
8, 8:30 & 10:45a
9:40a Sunday School
6p J-Walkers (Reg. Youth
Meeting)
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