FEBRUARY 2019
THE NEWSLETTER OF ALDERSGATE CHURCH

GOOD TIDINGS

GEC Update
The Growing Effective Churches (GEC) process is in full-swing
and making amazing progress! Here’s a quick update on each
team.
Vision Team (Linda Rambo) - working to create six (6) week series over
Lent, focused on our vision to Know-Live-Share Jesus.
Hospitality/Connection Team (Jerry & Libbet Bowman) – immediately
implemented improvements to the hospitality program and working on a
follow-up process to help us connect with worship guests.
Worship Design Team (David Jones) – the team orchestrated amazing
Advent decorations and services! Also working to create dynamic worship experiences, with changes by Easter weekend.
Intentional Faith Development (Denny Cathcart) - in the process of evaluating discipleship elements already in place as well as ones that are
being done at other churches that fit. Timetable is to have the "core elements" in place by March and other aspects in place by April so that by
May a completed recommendation can be presented to council.
Bridge Team – (Steve Bentzel) – planning two (2) major events to engage
the local community in 2019. The first event is being planned for June
8th, featuring special attractions!
In addition to the work of these teams, the first two (2) teams have finished!
The Worship Evaluation Team (WET) and the Staff/Position Evaluation Team
(SET) have completed their work and the initial recommendations are being implemented.
Worship Evaluation Team (Sue Cathcart & Brent Leib) – the team visited
over 40 worship services in 14 local churches. Their work resulted in multiple
recommendations for ways that we can enhance the weekend experience. A
summary of the report and the full report are available for anyone that would
like to review it. This information will be discussed in the upcoming town hall
meetings.
We are immediately moving forward on two (2) of the recommendations: 1)
Improve the children’s area of the church (lower level) to make it more appealing to the pre-school, children & youth. A small team, led by Meg Bentzel &
Kristin Titzell, is working on design details and costs. Work is likely to begin in
the Spring.
2) Enhancing the branding and awareness. Todd Kurl is leading a team that will
strengthen Aldersgate’s visibility and recognition in our community.
Staff/Position Evaluation Team (Dave Yoder) – this team worked to develop
a future staffing model for full and part time positions. We are immediately
moving forward with two (2) of them: 1)Hiring a part-time facility manager.
This position will help care for the building/grounds and facilitate the use of the
building by groups within our community.
… continued on next page

GEC Update (cont’d)
Staff/Position Evaluation Team (Dave
Yoder) 2) Hiring a full-time office and communication manager position. This is a combined position that includes
working with office staff, maintaining church finances and
communications.

GOVERNING LEADERS
Harvey Elder, Chair of Church Council
Beth Duval, Vice-Chair of Council
Linda Jacob, Board of Trustees,
Dave Yoder, Chair of Staff–Parish Relations
Toni Nalesnik, Co-Chair of Finance
Ryan Wilt, Co-Chair of Finance
Ed Yohn, Chair of Endowment
Denny Cathcart, Stewardship Chair
Kevin Hoffman Co-Lay Leader
Jeff Lewis, Co-Lay Leader

All of the significant initiatives and investments
from the GEC process require pastoral endorsement and Church Council approval.
Please let us know if you have any questions
or input. Town Hall meetings are being
planned for late March/early April to share updates and provide another forum for discussion
and questions. Please continue to keep the
process and people in your prayers, as we
seek to make NEW disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world!

STAFF
Pastor Rick Smith, Lead Pastor
MINISTRY STAFF
Judy Sterner, Congregational Care
Kristin Titzell, Children’s Ministry
Lynne Ciepiela, Preschool Director
Annie Childs, Teaching Assistant
Chris Schaeberle, Teaching Assistant

Any questions contact communications@aldersgateyork.com

WORSHIP STAFF
James Young, Director of Music
Richard Sultner, Organist
Nick Curry, Interim Praise Leader

Calling all Men!

OPERATIONS STAFF
Leigh Smith, Treasurer
Sherry Smith, Membership Secretary
Bill Ilyes, Sexton

MOVIE NIGHTS
Sun 2-17 at 6:30pm
Sun 3-3 at 6:30PM
See Denny Cathcart for more details
or email denny@sirsales.com
Pizza, subs, chips, drinks & of course,
popcorn provided! Come to one or
Both movies.

CHURCH PHONE: 854-4276
www.aldersgateyork.com

Invite other men!
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SEMINARY STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS

NOTES

DUE BY APRIL 15, 2019

“My husband just recently died at Pappus
House and I would like to thank your congregation for the prayer quilt that was given to him.”
Arlene Tanner

The Harry B. & Ruth A. Nicholas Seminary Student
Scholarship, one of the Aldersgate Endowment
Funds, provides a source of financial assistance to
active Aldersgate members who plan to attend an
approved United Methodist Seminary and pursue a
pastoral ministry career in the United Methodist
Church. For an application, please contact Ed
Yohn, Aldersgate Endowment Committee Chair.
Completed applications for the school year 20192020 are due April 15, 2019.

“We are grateful to all those at Aldersgate
who have helped us for over 30 years to provide
for Bell Shelter Bridge Families at Christmas
time. Your continuing support in providing
Christmas gifts and groceries for these families
in transition is a testimony to your hearts of
love. We thank you and they thank you for caring and sharing your time and treasure with
these families, beloved children of God, just like
you.”
Jerry and Judy Dietz

Contributions to this or any
of the Aldersgate Endowment Funds can be made
in the form of gifts of money, stocks, wills, trusts,
Charitable Gift Distribution
(from IRA), or other assets
in honor of or in memory of
friends, family or other special people in our
lives. A residual bequest is a convenient and
thoughtful way to give “what’s left over” to a deserving charitable organization after taking care
of loved ones first. “What’s left over” often can
make a big difference to our church for years to
come without shortchanging your heirs. Please
contact Ed Yohn at (717) 487-2107 or
ed.yohn@comcast.net for more information.

"Random Acts of Kindness Week” is celebrated
annually in February during the week of Valentine's Day.

N O T E S for inclusion in Good Tidings can be
emailed to communications@aldersgateyork.com by the 15th of each
month for publication in the following month’s
newsletter as space permits.

www.aldersgateyork.com
It’s NEW! It’s HERE! It’s GREAT! It’s a place to go to see what’s going on. It’s a place to connect! It’s a
place to look at the calendar! It’s a place where you might even see yourself in the video or other pages!
We want to thank Jared Hippensteel for creating for us a great new website. He spent a lot of time and
effort working to create for us a website that’s will be the face of Aldersgate and a place where anyone
can see that our church is a place they want to be. It will also be the place you want to turn to first to
see if church service or any church event have been cancelled due to weather.
Check out the website. Let the communications team (communications@aldersgateyork.com) know
what you think! They are looking for bloggers or people who would like to write for the site.
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rect the choir. The children will be singing on
Palm Sunday to show you their talent. (As always, we prefer the parent(s) to be here at
church in a class or in The Gathering Place during choir practice.)
The classes are a variety of topics, so I’m sure
you’ll find one that appeals to you. The classes
are typically 6 weeks, but a couple may go a bit
longer. Watch the announcement TV and/or the
Announcement/Connection brochure on Sundays
for details on classes.

It’s that time of the year again for Wonderful
Wednesday’s which will start on 2-27-19. We
have some great classes scheduled and our
FABULOUS cooks are returning. The cost of
meal is by donation.

To give you some hints, we may have a class on
a book from the Bible, a women’s study, a marriage study, a study on our own church’s vision
statement (Know Live Share JESUS), a study on
prayer (beginner’s class) and Financial Peace
class. As of the printing of this newsletter, all details have not been finalized, but will be shortly.

Meals will be buffet style again and serving will
start to 5:30pm and stop at 6:15pm. Class and
activities start at 6:30pm concluding at 7:45pm.

After the meal, parents have time to wash faces
and hands (their own or their children’s) before
Registration will be done with your Sunday Conthe children go downstairs for either homework
nection Card. Stay tuned for more information.
hour or crafts (led by Beth Duvall) and the 4 to 10
We would love for you to join us in meals, fellowyears olds go to the Children’s Choir practice.
ship and study together. Until then, have a WonWe are pleased that Nancy Pinkerton will once
derful Wednesday and blessings the rest of your
again play the piano and Brenda Hersey will diweek!

SHARED SORROW
A Faith Community’s Response to Grief & Mourning
With Ron & Carol Swift
Bethlehem United Methodist Church
109 East Main St Dallastown
Saturday Feb 23, 19 9a-3p
$50 includes lunch and materials & 1 CEU
People do not resolve, recover from, or “get over” grief, but they can, over time, become reconciled to their losses as they find hope, healing, and renewed meaning.
This workshop is an opportunity for clergy, church staff and laity to explore the
mourner’s six reconciliation needs and consider ways for their faith community to respond.
Registration: www.centerformation.org/retreats or send check payable to The Center
for Spiritual Formation 45 South West Street, Carlisle, PA 17013
or see Judy
Sterner for more details.
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OLDER ADULTS

The W.E.L.L..

Submitted by Karen Julian

Submitted by Ray Gilbert

SENIOR MINISTRY
Every church, no matter how large or small,
should nurture people in the understanding and
use of their spiritual gifts. Aldersgate is no exception. Paid and volunteer staff are the greatest earthly asset the church has in fulfilling its
missionary calling. Money, technology, buildings
all mean nothing without people who share the
vision.
God deserves your best. Begin by assessing
your gifts and abilities. Consider your passion
and your personality. Examine your experiences
and the lessons you've learned. Take what you
find and develop it to its fullest potential. When
people love what they do, others not only hear
the good news from them. They see the good
news in them.
Danish Proverb: "What you are is God's gift to
you. What you do with yourself is your gift to
God."

Suggested donations to
The WELL during February are breakfast items.
The WELL was created by
the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church
to provide items to persons/families in emergency need. It is currently located at Union
Lutheran Church on West Market Street and
supported by many York area churches and
service groups.
Items may be donated through the
collection bin in the west lobby. If you
are interested in helping to get the donated items to The WELL, please contact Ray Gilbert at raynorgil@aol.com
for more information.

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
500 Games - Thursday, February 14, from 1:003:30...
Our Women in Mission group is hosting a
special program, “The Role of the Church
in the Opioid Epidemic” – an open conversation with Dr. Matt Howie, Executive
Director of the York Opioid Collaborative
and Pastor Bob Tome of Grace Fellowship Church, on Thursday, February 21,
2019 at 6:30 pm, right here at Aldersgate
Church.
This informative program is
open to all and will also be advertised to
the general public.

Book Readers - Tuesday, February 19...
Discussion of the book The Midnight Rose by
Lucinda Riley.
Call Karen Julian...
In Betty Smith's classic coming-of-age novel, A
Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Francie Nolan's life
changes forever when she discovers
books. "The world was hers for the reading."
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Missions Team Report
It’s exciting to report that we are expanding one of our favorite missions. The bimonthly Food Run will be expanding from 6 times per year to 8 times. We see the
need as other churches are not able to continue to do this work. We have the volunteers and now we are increasing our storage.
We will be purchasing a new freezer and installing some shelves in the lower level. We can now
take advantage of some of the opportunities from the Food Bank. We can buy in bigger quantity
and plan meals according to food available at the Food Bank.
As always, watch for the sign up board in West Lobby. We always need home baked cookies, jars
of peanut butter and grape jelly.
Time, Meal Time, Bed Time and Their Time.
Download at TheParentCue.org/App.

Children’s Ministry

TheParentCue.org – This website contains
blogs, podcasts and other free resources to
come along side you as you raise your children.
Submitted by Children’s Coordinator
Kristin Titzell

The Children’s Ministry has gone ORANGE.
When Red, The Love of the Home, is combined
with Yellow, The Light of the Church, you get
ORANGE. Two combined influences are always
stronger than two separate influences.
What does this mean for you?
many great resources available!

The website states that we want to remind you
why what you do is so important. To help you focus on what matters most. To discover parenting
along with you, so you know you’re not in this
alone. Not all at once. Just little by little. So week
by week, we will cue you so you can make the
most of the weeks you have with your kids before graduation.

There are so

Preschool students should bring home a Parent
Cue Card each Sunday. This includes ways to
continue the conversation with your child through
the week. Elementary Students will bring a copy
of God Times each week. This is a daily devotional guide that continues the lesson that the
students learned on Sunday.
The Parent Cue App is available for free for Apple and Android Devices. It is designed to help
every parent do something each week to help
move their child toward a deeper faith and a better future.
This App includes Cues for Morning Time, Drive
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Children’s Wing Renovations
We are excited about how God will reach new
families in York through this renovated Children’s
Wing.
A Working Group has been established. This
group has been tasked with presenting their recommendations to the Church Council at the February Meeting on Tuesday, February 19. The
goal is for the renovations to be complete by the
Fall. There will be a large kick-off as we move
into the new school year in the Fall of 2019.

ber of someone living with type 2 diabetes.
Wednesdays Feb. 13-March 12 at York Township Park Building 12:30 PM – 3:00 PM. NO
CHARGE, but space is limited. Call Megan at
717-771-9610 for more information and registration. Register NOW!
REMEMBER: Please notify the church office or
The GriefShare Fall-Winter Session concluded Judy Sterner if you or a family member is hospion January 14th. The size of this group enabled talized! And when discharged please notify us
participants to gain trust and bond quickly, and where you are going after your hospital stay.
The hospitals cannot give out that information!
the sharing of sorrows and joys brought comfort, strength, and healing. Blessings to those
DVDs of the 10:45 AM service are available for
who attended and special thanks to Tom Sanathose no longer able to attend church, and for
gorski and Alice Lehman for their commitment
those who request them. Contact Sherry in the
and compassion in leading this vital ministry!
church office.
The Spring Session of GriefShare will begin on
Monday, February 25th in The Gathering Place
from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm. The group will meet
on Mondays through May 20th. GriefShare provides a secure and compassionate place to
share sorrow and to begin the journey through
grief that brings comfort and healing. DVDs
and a workbook, combined with listening and
group discussion all work in harmony to contribute to the healing process. GriefShare can
make all the difference and is open to the
community. Please call the Church Office at
717-854-4276 or Judy Sterner at 717-6682353 for more information and registration.

The LOSS of SPOUSE program will be offered
in early Spring. This is a stand-alone one session gathering with DVD, sharing, and discussion for those who have lost a spouse. It is offered to the congregation and community at no
charge. Contact Judy Sterner.
TAX ASSISTANCE for those 60+ offered at
ALDERSGATE Saturdays Feb. 16 and March
16. 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM. APPOINTMENT REQUIRED! Call York County Area Agency on Aging at 717-771-9042. (Do NOT call church.)

Advanced Notice for CAMP DRAGONFLY!
Hospice of Central Pennsylvania offers two
TIMBER!!! FORE!!! HEAR YE! THAR’ week-end camps for grieving children, ages 6SHE BLOWS!!! HEADS UP!!!
15, May 31 – June 2 at Camp Swatara in Bethel, PA. and June 7-9 at Camp Hebron in Halifax, PA. Group sessions, adult buddies to provide support and encouragement, fun camp acSubmitted by Director of Congregational
tivities, and Horsemanship Program (Camp
Care Judy Sterner
Hebron). Parent/guardian session (Sunday) to
Is Type 2 diabetes running your life or are YOU help learn about childhood grief. FREE to attend, advanced registration required. Call 717managing IT?
732-1000 or visit www.hospiceofcentralpa.org.
LIVING WELL WITH DIABETES: Self-

Health Matters …

Management Workshops for those 60+ with
type 2 diabetes and 60+ caregiver/family mem-

Congregational Care
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ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ENDOWMENT FUND
2018 Annual Report to the Congregation
Issued 1/18/2019
The Aldersgate Endowment Fund is a group of funds, each with its own purpose, that provide a
structure for investing of gifts, preserving their principal (depending on fund agreements) and
channeling interest, income, and growth for a source of funding as specified by the original charter.
See Attachment A for a listing of the funds.
We maintain two types of funds: Endowment Funds, which normally do not allow distribution of
principal, and “Trust-like” Funds which do permit distribution of principal. Both require approvals per
their agreements for any distributions to be made. We accumulate income for most of our
Endowment Funds and reinvest income for all Trust-like Funds and a few Endowment Funds for
which few, if any, recurring expenditures are anticipated. See Attachment B for amounts available
to distribute from each fund in 2019.
The Endowment Funds provide a simple, convenient way to make tax-advantaged, charitable gifts
to Aldersgate. These gifts become a source of continuing financial support for the ministries of your
choice in our church. The funds are generally intended for purposes that are not funded through the
annual operating budget. Each fund includes the legal framework to insure that all designated assets and income are used for the donor’s intended purpose. If you are interested in exploring such a
gift, contact the Chair.
The Endowment Fund Committee reports to the Ministries Council and the Charge Conference. It is
comprised of the Sr. Pastor, Treasurer, Lay Leader, chairs of the Ministries Council, the Finance,
Trustees, and Stewardship committees, plus four members-at-large and the immediate past chair.
The following members served in 2018:
Ed Yohn, Chair Denny Cathcart
Harvey Elder
Leigh Smith Pastor Rick Smith
Ryan Wilt Diane Douts
Dean Jerome Linda Jacob Chris Stock
Sharon Whitmore.
With the exception of the Nicholas Trust Fund, for which Wells Fargo is the trustee and has
investment control over the funds, the endowment funds are professionally managed and invested
by the PNC Bank, through The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation serving the Susquehanna
Conference. Quarterly financial statements are prepared by both PNC and Wells Fargo and are
available upon request. See Attachment B for a summary of 2018 Year to Date performance and
December 31st balances. Performances of several indexes are displayed at the bottom for
comparison purposes. Note that DOW, S&P and NASDAQ are all Equity Indexes while Barclays
Aggregate Bond Fund is a Fixed Income Index.
The Aldersgate Endowment Fund provides an excellent opportunity to make gifts in honor of or in
memory of family, friends or other special people in our lives. As you think about this opportunity to
ensure our Church’s long-term future, consider making a commitment through life insurance, will,
Trust, or Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA. “Your contributions to the fund say you
want to be part of our mission and ministry long after you are no longer here.” (excerpted from the
UMSF endowment fund brochure)
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… continued on next page

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR

Our endowment fund investments had a volatile year (along with all major markets). We started the
year with a balance of $1,021,247 and reached a Quarter-end high for the year of $1,054,613
on 9/30/18 while the DOW hit its 2018 high of 26,744 on 9/20. We then participated in a significant
decline of the major markets over the next two months before a turnaround and ending the year with
a balance of $941,053. At year-end, the investment allocations of our individual funds averaged
66% in equities, and 34% in fixed income and money market funds.
Transfers of $20,275 and $13,730 were made from Principal to Income for the General Purpose
Trust Fund and Marian Bidelman Trust Fund respectively. The Agreements for each of these funds
provide for annual transfers of up to 7% of Principal Balance to Income Balance which is then
available for Grants.
The Endowment Funds received donations and memorial gifts totaling $18,925 during the year.
At the request of the Bower’s family, the Dorothy and Lamar Bowers Handbell Endowment Fund
(ARK07) was terminated and all assets ($3,228) were distributed to the Aldersgate Missions
Committee.
A major change was made to the Gable Scholarship Fund with the approval of the Church
Conference. Among the changes are a substantial increase in annual scholarship availability from
the existing $1,000 to 5% of the prior year ending balance (as an example, the 2018 availability
would have increased from $1,000 to $3,250). A change in eligibility provides for multiple
scholarships in a given year and for prior recipients to apply for grants.
Grants totaling $25,583 were made from the Endowment Funds during the year as follows:
$14,000 was distributed from the General Purpose Trust Fund for Missions work:
($10,000 to the Missions Committee and $4,000 to Mission Central)
$4,579 was distributed from the Jackson Memorial Trust Fund for work of the Aldersgate
Missions Committee.
$3,228 was donated to the Missions Committee from the closure of the Handbell Choir
Fund
$2,921 was distributed from the K.I.T Memorial Fund to the Jackson School for the
purchase of a large-screen TV.
$455 was distributed from the Sterner Pre-School Fund for needy family scholarships.
$400 was donated from the General Purpose Trust Fund to Aldersgate Children's Ministries
for the VBS Family night.

Ed Yohn
Ed Yohn
Chair, Endowment Fund Committee
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… continued on next page

ATTACHMENT A
PERMANENT FUNDS INCLUDED IN THE ALDERSGATE ENDOWMENT FUND
Sterner Preschool Scholarship Fund -- Provides financial aid to needy families of Aldersgate
Preschool attendees.
Missions Fund – Established to support missions work of Aldersgate in and beyond the local
church and community.
General Ministries Fund – Established for special needs and ministries which otherwise would not
be available through the regular church budget.
Building Fund -- Provides funds for purchase or construction of new church property, additions to
or major modifications, repairs and maintenance to existing church property.
Nicholas Seminary Scholarship Fund -- Provides grants to students who are enrolled in a United
Methodist approved seminary and are members of Aldersgate who have been active participants in
the church ministry.
K.I.T. Memorial Trust Fund -- Created by a group of Barbara A. Gable friends and in her memory,
provides for children and/or youth ministries of Aldersgate Church
Jackson Memorial Trust – Created by John and Nelda Jackson to provide a steady stream of
income for the mission work of the church. The Fund was amended in 2016 to afford the
opportunity for additions by others and to maintain a perpetual record of all donors.
Fund for Tomorrow – Excess monies from our 2003-2004 “Going the Distance” mortgage
redemption campaign being held for future building expansion.
Marian Bidelman Memorial Trust Fund – Provides funding for various ministries and needs of the
church, with special emphasis on, but not limited to, fine music presentations, and other projects
that may not be funded through the operating and capital budgets.
Barbara Gable Memorial Youth Scholarship Trust Fund -- Provides scholarships for student
members of Aldersgate who are enrolled or accepted at a two-year or four-year college, university
or technical school.
General Purpose Trust Fund - The purpose of this Fund is to augment congregational giving by
providing monies for most needs and requests of the church excluding routine items such as
salaries, utilities, taxes, etc.

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.
Proverbs 3:9
10
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Prayers Prompts for Loved ones
February is upon us and often times we think of loved ones near and far. We
think about candy, flowers and sweet things to make it special for those close
to our heart. We are truly blessed to have these special people in our hearts
and lives.
Here’s a way we can remember our favorite people – pray for them. Yes,
have a conversation with our greatest friend and the one who loves you abundantly. Talk to Him about our loved ones and those who are dear to us.
Here’s a plan that could help you: 5 x 5 x 5. Yes, it’s a simple plan.
Just pray 5 blessings for 5 loved ones for 5 weeks. It could be the same 5 blessings every day or
pray 5 different ones daily. See it’s just that easy.
Maybe start a blessings journal to record these blessing and prayers. A journal is a great way to
remember this and also record answers to your
prayers.
God will bless you greatly because you are talking to
Him about your 5 favorite people. And yes, it would
be OK to pray 10 blessing for 10 people for 10
weeks. God doesn’t limit us when we pray. He lis-

The Role of the Church in the Opioid
Epidemic

Can You Help?

An open conversation with Dr. Matt Howie,
Executive Director of the York Opioid
Collaborative and Pastor Bob Tome of Grace

Provide peanut butter or grape jelly

Fellowship.

Provide home baked cookies

February 21, 2019 6:30 pm

Provide hands and feet of Jesus

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
397 Tyler Run Road
York, PA 17403

See sign up sheet in West Lobby
Run
Feb-

Food Run February 23rd
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Membership Musings
submitted by Sherry Smith
What a cold start to the month of February we had! Surely an even better reason to spread the
warmth of God’s love everywhere you go! There’s so much dissension and contention in our
world today, that our efforts to display a little extra kindness and consideration will show to whom
we belong! 1 John 4:21 says, “And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also
love his brother.” Along those lines, I just read something the other day about showing kindness to
those who labor extra hard in February, floral shop workers waitresses, store clerks, those whose
labor makes the Valentine holiday extra special for many of us. A little kindness goes a long way,
often creating a ripple effect of good deeds.
On January 19th, Garth Hoffman, who most recently resided at Normandie Ridge, passed to eternal life, joining his wife, Carolyn, who passed last May. On the other spectrum of new life, Christina (Smith) and Zack Baker welcomed a second child, a little girl named Everly Jane on January
20th.
During the month February, we have several members celebrating special birthdays. They are:
February 4th – Gerald Dietz; 7th – Ruth Minnich; 8th – Dolores Gifford; 19th – Richard Willey; 21st –
Richard Sterner; 25th – Beverly Mulay; 27th – Dorothy Baney; 27th – Richard Kearney. The full
February birthday listing will be on the bulletin board across from the mailboxes.
Just a reminder that Statements of your 2018 giving to Aldersgate Church were either placed in
your church mailbox or mailed the second week of January. If you have any questions about your
statement, please contact me, Sherry Smith, in the church office.
A second reminder too, that when you know of someone in our congregation who is ill, hospitalized, struggling, or in need, please contact the office. We’d rather have several calls about a situation than none at all. Sometimes we are just not aware of happenings. Your help is so appreciated!
Lastly, I ask for your prayers and your patience as those of us who remain on staff at
Aldersgate attempt to keep things running as close to normal as possible. We are so
grateful for all the volunteers who stepped up to help in many capacities! We love
you and Aldersgate Church and it’s all because of our love for our amazing God who
continually shows His love to his children. May that love overflow into our community so “they‘ll
know we are Christians by our love.”
Pray for our General Conference Delegates as they travel to St Louis, Mo. for General Conference
on February 23-26, 2019. The Susquehanna Conference delegates are: (clergy members) Rev.
Dr. Kathleen E Kind, Rev. Larry Leland, Jr., Rev. Matthew Lake, Rev. Beth Jones, Rev. Dr. Thomas Salsgiver, Rev. Anna Layman Knox, Rev. Dennis Keller, (laity members) Toni Oplinger, Lisa
Bender, Milton Loyer, Anne Horton, Kirby Hickey, Paul Ilyes and Layne Miller.
Pray that they have clarity of mind, peace of God in their hearts and a vision of God’s church.
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Preschool registration is now open for the 2019-2020 school year! If you would like more information about our wonderful program or to schedule a tour, please contact me. I can be reached at
717-843-8292 or lynne.ciepiela@aldersgateyork.com.
I want to thank you all for the recycled donations! We now have enough paper tubes and egg cartons to build a new wing on the church! At this time we no longer need any more donations, but
your support of the preschool is greatly appreciated. I will be sure to post some pictures of the
amazing creations the children make with the donated items.
I can’t believe it’s February already! Love, kindness and friendship will be in the air as Valentine’s
Day quickly approaches! The children will learn about the history of Valentine’s Day and commit
random acts of kindness at school and at home. We will celebrate with class parties on Valentine’s
Day.
Following Valentine’s Day, the preschoolers will be learning about two and three dimensional
shapes. We will make some new friends- Cindy Circle, Ricky Rectangle and Tommy Triangle just
to name a few! We will be using a variety of shapes in our art, gym, science and math centers!
Preparations are also under way for our 3rd annual Touch-A-Truck event which is scheduled for Saturday, April 27. If you have any business affiliations that would like to participate in our event,
please let me know.
Blessings,
Lynne Ciepiela,
Preschool Director
14

CREATURES of HABIT vs GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE
On a recent bad/threatening weather Sunday, with fewer in attendance at the 10:45 am service,
folks were encouraged to “Move On Up” towards the front of the sanctuary. (A spontaneously declared Let’s Surprise Pastor Rick Sunday!)
“Are you kidding?”
“Really? But I just sat down.”
“Right NOW?”
“I can’t move up. I need to be closer to the bathroom.”
“My Dad has sat here for years and the pew cushion is molded to fit his bottom. I don’t think
he’ll be moving.”
“Well, we used to sit up in front but when my mother started using a wheelchair we moved to
the back and just stayed there.”
“Well only if I can be in the last row of everybody who moves up.”
Aren’t we peculiar creatures of habit? We are tied to our “Comfort Zones” by invisible ropes and
knots of habit. These knots are pulled tight by inertia, reinforced by unexamined attitudes, and
sadly, twisted by the choke hold of prejudice. Where we choose to “park” ourselves in church is a
small, but significant slice of the behavior pie. It seems a small thing, but what does it say about us
as a congregation: We are comfortable where we are. We are unwilling to move. And we wonder
how WHERE WE SIT can possibly matter in the bigger scheme of congregational life. This can
matter!
What does it take for us to move out of our many, many comfort zones? That Sunday it was enthusiastic encouragement and some cajoling to “Let’s knock his socks off!” And it worked, thanks to
everyone’s good nature. People did MOVE ON UP. Pastor Rick still has his socks on so I think we
need to keep trying.
How often do we hear “If he/she would just…” and then assume, presume, and judge what that person should do to achieve the goal someone else has chosen. OK! Fixed that person, who should
we work on next? We all know that this doesn’t work!
Vast amounts of money from diverse sources fuel research into the dynamics of human motivation
and strategies to influence attitudes, change opinions, and yes, promote behavior change. What
could effectively prod us to stop smoking, wear seat belts, tithe, vote differently? Big Business, political parties, physicians, insurance companies, athletic coaches, law enforcement, spouses – all
have a stake in urging us to change. All would seem to have our happiness and our health at heart.
So many forces are pulling us this way and that. Who do we listen to first?
There is one and only one Agent of Change who has our best interest in mind, who seeks no reward for himself, who will not profit, who will not appear on the cover of Time magazine, and who
will not give up on us when we veer off the tracks and give up on ourselves. He understands our
human nature perfectly. By example, teaching, and dying for us, He offers us a new way of hearing,
seeing, listening, and living. Listen to Him first. Choose. Abandon your comfort zone.
Jesus Christ. “Behold I make all things new.”
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February 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2

Praise God all
Day

3

4

5

Worship at 8am,
8:30, &10:45
9:40 Sunday
School
9:45 Leadership
Training
5pm Confirmation

10

9am Preschool

6pm Girl Scouts

7
6am Men’s Bible
Study
9am Preschool
7:30 Choir

11

6:30 Trustees

12
9am Preschool
2pm Faithful
Friends
6:30 Den Mtgs
6:30 SPRC
7pm Boy Scouts

9am Preschool
12pm Al-Anon
1pm 500 Game

8

13

14

6am Men’s Bible
Study
9am Preschool
7:30 Choir

9am Preschool
10:30 Pastor
Paul’s Bible Study
12pm Al-Anon

6pm Worship

15

16

Weekend to
remember

Weekend to
remember

5pm Confirmation
6 Youth Group

17

6pm Worship

18

19

Worship at 8am,
8:30, &10:45

9am Preschool
1pm Book Club

9:40 Sunday
School

6:30 Den Mtgs
6:30 Church
Council
7pm Preschool
Board Mtg’
7pm Boy Scouts

Weekend to remember
5pm Confirmation
6 Youth Snow
Tubing

24

6pm Girl Scouts
6:30 Finance

25

Worship at 8am, 6:30 Grief Share
8:30, &10:45
9:40 Sunday
School
5pm Confirmation
6 Youth Group

9

6pm Great Date
Night

7pm Praise
Team Practice

6:30 Missions

Worship at 8am,
8:30, &10:45
9:40 Sunday
School

6:30 Cub Scout
Pack Night
7pm Boy Scouts

6

6pm Worship

26

20
6am Men’s Bible
Study
9am Preschool
7:30 Choir

27

21

22

9am Preschool
10:30 Pastor
Paul’s Bible Study
12pm Al-Anon
6:30 Opioid Conversation

Day of Prayer
for General Conference & Delegates

28

9am Preschool
6am Men’s Bible
2pm Faithful
Study
Friends
9am Preschool
6:30 Den Mtgs 5:30 Wonderful
7pm Boy Scouts Wednesday meal
6:30 Classes/
Children’s choir
7:30 Choir

16

9am Preschool
10:30 Pastor
Paul’s Bible Study
12pm Al-Anon
7pm Praise
Team Practice

23

6pm Worship

